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PAPERS 



THE CRIME OF ROBBERY BY POISONING. 



Eitcact from tlia Froceedings of the QoTemment of India in the Home, BeTenae, and 

Aericultural Deportment (Judicial), — nnder date Fart William, the 20th 
Febmary 1880, 

Read again the following correapondence with the several 
Local Governments and Administrations and other 
authorities on the subject of the crime of robbery by 
poisoning and of the measures recommended at various 
times for its suppression 1-7- 

Exfcract from the Proceediugs of the Government of India in 
the Foreign Departnaeut, No. 36, dated the 4th February 
1863, and enclosures. 
Prom Government of the North-Western Provinces, No, 849A, 

dated the 20th October 1862, and enclosures. 
To Government of the North -Western Provinces, No. 1545, 

dated the 6th March 1863. 
From General Superintendent of Operations for the suppression 
of Thago:ee and Sacoitee, No. 930, dated the 13th Sep- 
tember 11^65. 
Circular letter to Local Governments and Administrations, 

Nos. 4707 to 4713, dated the 80th November 1865. 
Replies to the above circular — 

From Chief CommisBioner, Central Provinces, No. 4564 — 

396, dated 21st December 1865. 
Ditto ditto, British Burma, No. 396J, dated 30th Decem- 
ber' 1866. 
Ditto ditto, Oudh, No. 255, dated 17th Janiiary 1866. 
Ditto Government of the North-Western Provinces, No. 

229 A., dated 2nd April 1866. 
Ditto ditto, ditto, No. 516A., dated 17th July 1866. 
Ditto ditto, Bengal, No. 2464, dated 13th April 1866. 
Ditto ditto, Madras, No. 746, dated 17th May 1866. 
Ditto ditto, Putjab, No. 1257, dated 3rd October 1866. 
Endorsement to Legislative firaoch. No. 1636, dated 2l3t 
December 1866. 
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From Oeneral Snperiotendent (^ OperatiooB for th« snppreB- 
eioD of Thuggee and Dscoitee, No. 6M, dated 1st Angnet 
1868. 
To Qovemment of Bombay, No. 640, dated 16th October 1868. 
From ditto, No. 713, dated 19th February 1869, and enclosures. 
To Government of Bengal, No. 662, dated 19th May 1869. 
From Foreign Department, No. 13J., dated 24th January 1872, 

and enclosures. 
EndorEement to LegislatiTe D^tartment, No. IIS, dated 9th 

February 1872. 
From Genei4l Superintendent of Uperations for the surores- 
sion of Thuggee and Dacoitee, No. 1201, dated 2dth Octo- 
ber 1878, and enolosnrea. 
To ditto ditto ditto. No. 62, dated 10th Januaty 1873. 
From ditto ditto ditto, No. 124A., dated 7tb Apnl 1879. 
Circular letter to Local Govemmento and Adminiatratione, 

Noe. 219 to 228, dated 27th May 1873. 
Replies to the above circular— 

From GoTemment of Madras, No. 1600, dat«d 18th Sep- 
tember 1873, and encloeure. 
Ditto ditto, Bombay, No. 186, dated 3l8t March 1874, and 

enclosures. 
Ditto ditto, Bengal, No. 3993, dated 30th Angnst 1878. 
Ditto ditto, North-Western Provinces, No. 205, dated 19th 

August 1878. 
Ditto ditto, Punjab, No. 3975, dated 24tfa October 1874, 

and enclosures. 
-Ditto Chief ComnuBsioner of Oadh, No. 3141, dated 27th 

June 1873, and enclosures. 
Ditto ditto. Central Provinces, No. 2339—112, dat«d 19th 

July 1873, and enclosures. 
Ditto ditto, British Burma, No. 1187— S82, dated 18th 

October 1S73, and enclosureB. 
Ditto ditto, Coorg, No. 301— 21J., dated 14th August 

187S, and enclosure. 
Ditto Beaident at Hyderabad, No. 86, dated 18th Septem- 
ber 1873, and eaclosare. 
From Genera] Superintendent of Operations for the suppresraoQ 
of Thuggee and Dac(»tee, No. 31KA., dated 25th June 
1874. 
Office Memorandum of Legialative Department, No. 287, dated 

25th August 1874. 
To tieneral Superintendent of Operations for the suppression 
of Thnggee and Dacoitee, No. 288, dated 25th August 
1874. 
From ditto ditto, No. 734, dated 30th June 18T5. 
To ditto ditto. No. 217, dated 22nd July 1875. 
Endorsement to Legislative Department, No. 218, dated 2Snd 
July 1875. 

Bead »lso — 

Extract, paragraphs 19 to 31, from the annual report of Mr. 
B. T. Hobart, Deputy Inspector- Generat of FoUce, North- 
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Western Pronncce, on professional crime in those Pro- 
vinoes for 1877. 

Extract, paragraphs 8 to 11, from a tetter frona the Govern- 
ni«nt of the North- Western Provinces aai Oodh, to the 
local Inspector-General of Police, No. S60A., dated 30th 
May 1878, communieating orders on Mr. Hobart's report. 

Prom the Government of the North- Western Frovincea and 
Ondh, to all Magistrates and Deputy Commifisioners of 
Districts, and District Superintendents of Police in thrae 
Provinces, No. fi8A, dated 30th May 1878. 

Prom ditto ditto to ditto ditto, No. 66A., dated 16tb Jan« 
1878. 

Resowjtion. — The question as to the best mode of 
dealiug with the crime of robbery by poisoning has on 
several occasions occupied the attention of the Government 
of India. So far back as July 1861 the General Superin- 
tendent of Operations for the suppression of Thuggee and 
Daeoitee reported as follows to the Government of India in 
the Foreign Department on "dhatoora thuggee" — that is, 
robbery by the administration of poisonoiw drugs : — 

" Impressed that the most strennons efforts irere called for to check a 
cnme from which so many of onr enbjecta su&red, that very little had 
hitherto been effected in revealing the mysterious operations of the per- 
sons who practised it, and that a thorough and successful investigation 
of the atrocity vould prove an undertaking of pnhlic importance, it had 
long been my aim that the operations against these veiy dangerous 
offenders should be regularly and systematically taken up by the Thn^ee 
Department." 

****** 

" Government will readily appreciate the difficulty this Department, 
or in its place the Police, must contend with in any combined effort for 
the suppression of this formidable evil, if the criminals detected should 
be inadequately punished, of which the instance quoted in paragraph 50 
of this report is an example. The crime is committed by small isolated 
parties, generally altogether uDconnected with each other. My pre- 
decessor, whenever alluding to them in his report to Government, has 
ever designated them as desultory offenders, depredating independently 
of each other. The only persons known to practise the crime profes- 
sionally were some Parsees and Vior Chumars, both low-caste Hinda 
tribes. But according to the information now possessed, the crime is 
resorted to, not as a distinct profession, but as a ready means of robbery 
by every description of budmati, or loose character of every creed and de- 
nomination, not particular how they acquired what they desired to ap- 
propriate, and reoay to undertake any act of villany, ' to tdd in a daeoitee, 
to serve as a iattial in a zemindaree quarrel, to assist in a strangling, or 
some other act of secret butchery, ' or to lurk upon the road with poison 
ready ' for the first nnwary traveller.' They do not, in as macb is 
known of them, form any thug association, nor has any circumstance as 
yet transpired to identify them (except the cases I have before spoken of 
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in the'Punjal^ with the true tkugt, 1 hare at this moment before mea 
badmasli recently arrestedj who has committed marders with sword, with 
bludg^eon, by poisoo, by etrang^ling, or in any way the opportnnity and 
the means at band prompted. He was a ' Gentleman of the Road,' 
like the associates he bad picked np, assuming various disguises, as the 
occasion required. It may easily be supposed that where the spectacle was 
once offered of the impunity with which poisoners escaped i(nd the rare 
instances of their detection, added to the ease with wbioh the deadly 
dru^ were procurable, ths crime would readily be followed by the numer- 
ous objects who in this country so Bueocssfully preyed upon the oommu- 
nity, and were ready to turn their hands to any act of villany. The prac- 
tice of empoisonment would thus be speedily taken up by them without 
their necessarily forming any general eonfederaey for the purpose. It 
has been observed that where crime was the leseon taught, it rarely failed 
to happen that the common people should in no way be behind in resort- 
ing to it. It was Sir William Sleeman's opinion, howeTer, that the 
design of these poisoners almost always was to destroy life. But subse- 
quent experience has convinced me their intention generally only is to 
commit robbery while their victims should be in a etate of insensibility 
from the effects of the drug or poison administered ; that the quantity 
administered is given at a htuard according to the practitioner's individual 
ideaofthe sense-retaining faculty of the person to be practised upon; and 
that the unfortunate man is left to recover or die, as the chance may be." 
Colonel Henrey accordingly suggested for the considera- 
tion of the Govemment of India that 

(1) Act XXIX of 1850 (to amend Act XXXI* of 1838 

for the prevention of poisoning), which was limit- 
ed in its operation only to the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Courts of the Presidency Towns, should 
be extended to all India ; and 

(2) that the Approver System should be followed in the 

Thuggee Department for dealing with the crime. 

2 The Government of India were, however, of opinion 
that it was not necessary to extend the scope of Act XXIX of 
1860, as the case seemed to be fuUy met by Section 323 of 
the Indian Penal Code. The Govemment also did not concur 
in the expediency of giving effect to the second su^estion 
on the ground that there was a material difference between 
the mode in which the crime of poisoning was practfeed and 
that of thuggee by strangulation. 

3. About the year 1860-61 the frequency of cases of 
robbery by the administration of poisonous drugs then occur- 
ring in the North-Western Provinces led the local Inspector- 
General of Police to adopt special measures for the.suppres- 
sion of the crime which not seldom resulted in the death of 
the victims, and the enquiries made under his orders tended 

* Nolt.—Tbit let baa lince been repealed. 
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to shew that the offence was perpetrated by gangs thoroughly 
organised and wide-spread. In urging upon the local Gov- 
ernment the application of the Approver System of the 
Thu^ee Department to the crime of robhery by the admi- 
nistration of poisonous or stupefying drugs, the Inspector- 
General wrote as follows : — 

"A law is further neoeesary for the regulation of the Bale or poeaeBsion 
of deleterious dnigs. In no less tlian four cases enquired into b^ the 
Police have the associateB of men detected in administering dhaf,oora been 
foand with dhatoora in their poasesRiou under circumstances which left no 
douht of the purpose for which they had tbie poison, but who are not 
amenable to any law foreuch possessioD. Arsenic, dhatoora, khurrearee, and 
other poisons are freely brought and sold, and unless a restraint is imposed 
by law on their sale and on possession of these and other drugs, insecu- 
rity to life and property must follow." 

* * * "The victims are invariably travellers yho are not missed, 
and of whose disappearance no information is recorded. The crime is 
almost invariably committed in some spot where discovery of its com- 
mission is difficult; and I am positive that the informations we do 
receive are of those cases where the victims survive ; that we do not hear 
of many cases where death ensues, but where no one it concerned iot the 
murder, which is easily concealed by floating the body in the river." 

4. In reply to the above remarks the Government of the 
North-Westem Provinces informed thelnspector-Greneral that 
" no crime can be more hateful. It has not its origin in passion, jealousy, 
hatred, or revenge. It has for its object the unlawful acquisition of pro- 
perty by means which, though always endangering and not infrequently 
destroying life, are used with a cold-blooded deliberation and indiffer- 
t^nce as to consequences, which distinguish its perpetrators as among the 
very worst and most dangerous of criminals." 

* * * ' * * » 

" There is an Act of the Legislature in existence for regulating the 
sale and possession of poisonous drugs, but it is current only in the pre- 
sidency towns. An application which was made to the Government of 
India for its extension some time ago was negatived, and it will not 
probably be received with more favour now." 

5. In forwarding the correspondence to the Government 
of India in the i'oreign Department for consideration, His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor urged that the Approver 
System might be made applicable to the crime. 

6. This and previous correspondence on the subject with 
the North- Western Provinces Government, the Poreign De- 
partment on the 4.th February 1863 transferred to the Home 
Department for disposal. Meanwhile, in October 1862, the 
Government of the North-Westem Provinces submitted 
direct to the Home Department the results of police in- 
vestigations into numerous cases of dhatoora poisouiag> 
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confessions of some of the otfendere and the particulars of 
the trials of others. The Zjocal GhiTemment also forwarded 
copy of a correspondence with the General Superintendent 
for the suppression of Thug^e and Daeoitee to shew that 
dhatoora poisoning waa a profeasional and oi^nised crime, 
and strongly recommended special legislation for its suppres- 
sion in the belief that " no measure short of that which was 
applied to the extirpation of thuggee will suffice to suppress 
this system of theft hy the administration of poisonous or 
stupefying drugs." Among the papers submitted by the 
North-Western ProTincra Government was a report by the 
Inspector-General of Police bringing to light a new phase 
of the crime — that of robbery of hackeries and bullocks hy 
stupefying the drivers. 

7. On full consideration of the papers received from the 
Government of the North-Wratem Provinces a reply was 
returned, explaining that the Penal and Criminal Procedure 
Codes contained sufficient provisions for the suppression of 
the crime in question, and for the attainment of the object 
which the Approver System was intended to answer in respect 
of thuggee and daeoitee, and that what was wanted was not 
ai^ new or special law or any action on the part of the 
Government of India, but that the existing law should be 
properly and intelligently administered by the local author- 
ities. It was added in conclusion — 

"It IB again proposed that the sale of poisonous drags should be per- 
mitted only DDder license, and that the poseesBion of sach drugs for sale 
without a license should be made an offence. Bat I am to remark that 
the oorrespondence received from the Goverament of the North-Westem 
Provinces shews that the persons who engage in tbe crime of robbery by 
administering to their victims poisonous and other drugs have no occasion 
to resort to the shops of dmggiete or others for the parchase of the 
drugs of which they generally make nee. Dhatoora and khurrearee (the , 
sweet-scented oleander] , which, or preparations therefrom, are the poisons 
most frequently used by such persons, grow luxuriantly in jangles and 
gardens, and are often to be found on the roadside, Tbe restriction, 
therefore, proposed to be placed on the sale of deleterioos drags would 
in no way interfere with the nse of these two poisons, while as regards 
opinm, bhang, ehurrui, ga»jah, and other intoxicating drugs, which are 
also used by the same classes of persons with a view to rednce their 
victims to a state of insensibility before they proceed to rob them, these 
preparations are already required to be sold under license." 

8. In August 1866 a Bill was introduced into the Bombay 
Legislative CounoU for regulating and restricting the sale of 
poisons. "With reference to this Bill, Colonel Harvey, in 
September 1S65, submitted a strong representation to the 
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Govemment of India on the great preralence throughout 
Northern and Central India of the crime of professional 
poisoning. He wrote — 

"I have from time to time Tentored to arge the adoption of like 
measures upon t^e notice of the Government of India. The prevalence 
of the crime of poiaoniDg in many directions jostified me in the step; and 
althongh I may not say that a similar catastrophe is necessary to arouse 
the same attention to the auhject, the serious extent to which the crime 
hae reached, and its unabated progress throughout the country, will 
absolve me for enquiring vA^, under as dire a necoaeity, the same and 
even greater restrictionB should not be imposed bj the Supreme Govern* 
ment everywhere." 

"In the Keport on the Administration of Criminal Justice in the 
North-Western Provinces for 1864-65, just published, it is noticed that 
crimes aoalogons to thuggee and the giving of stupefying drugs had 
revived ; and a case is quotedj which presented ' all the ordinary features of 
the old thoggee system' (the manifestation of which, I regret to say, is not 
ooafined to tii&t single instance), of a Chamar personating a highly con- 
nected Thakoor. ' He was extremely well dressed in red turban, a 
chintz tunic, and a gold necklace. He induced a native bahali driver 
to take him from Itmadpur, in the Agra District, towards Jeytra, 
whither he said his son had preceded him in a palki. On the third 
day's journey he stupefied the carter with some intoxicating dmg, left 
him on the roadside, and carried off the cart and bullocks.'" * « * 
" Id Bengal.the crinfte had gained such bead without detection that the 
local Superintendent of Detective Police was recently directed by the 
Ijieutenantp Governor to place himself in oommunicauon with me, and 
the enquiries which have resulted have led to such astonishing revelations 
of its fatal extent in that direction, and are attended with such horrible 
details, that I am left to wonder what the Police could have been about. 
Several recent iostanoea in Oudh shew that it ia successfully practised 
there, oomhiaed in some casee, as in Bwgal, with strangulation after 
drugging.'' * * • 

"Life generally is taken, or, if the victims recover, they mostly lose 
their health and their intellect, and in frequent oases there is no Police 
det-ection. On the contrary, death, if reported at all, is ascribed to 
disease, suicide, or wild beasts ; and if death is escaped, silence is too often 
observed to avoid the charge of drunk^mess or falaehood ; or, if females 
should be the complainants, of inchastity and other taunts, at the sacrifice 
of the property which has been robbed and of justice. 

"Merdy, however, to restrict the sale of poisons would not be, I sub- 
mit with respect, to go fir enough in remedial measures. The whole law 
relating to the crime of poisoning, the sale, purchase, Mid poseeeaion of 
poisonons or noxious drugs, might, wiiJi salutary results, be made more 
stringent." * * * "As submitted in another place, the person who 
desires to obtain ench things for criminal purposes would, in preference 
to any enacted restriction on the sale of poisons, have no need to resort 
to the druggist's stall or the chemist's counter, in a country in which 
he was able readily to get what he wanted ^m the roots o£ trees, from 
jungle, garden, or Uw wayside ; or, for miuenl pcwooc, to tiw travelling 
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quacks (vaitk) who numeroosly roam the country vending unqueatiotied 
every noxious thing ; but he would have to bethiuk hiniBelf how to pre- 
vent his being diecovered to possess them if it was made unlawful to do so." 

9, The Government of India, on the 30th November 1865, 
fonrarded copies of Colonel Harvey's representation and of 
the Bombay Bill, with its Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
to the other local Governments and Administrations, with a 
request for an expression of opinion whether such a measure 
for all India would be likely to be productive of good without 
proving at the same time an engine of oppression. The 
replies received contained much valuable criticisms, and the 
weight of opinion was in favour of legislation on the subject. 

10. Again, on the 1st August 1868 Colonel Hervey sub- 
mitted a collection of statistics connected with the cnme of 
robbery by poisoning throughout Bengal and Upper India, 
with detailed information relating to the successful exertions 
of Mr. Iteily, a detective officer specially deputed by the 
Bengal Government, which had resulted in the prosecution 
and conviction of a number of gangs of professional poison- 
ers, who had committed the crime, with, in some instances, 
fatal consequences, in several parts of the Lower Provinces. 
In doing so, Colonel Hervey referred to his former proposal 
for special legislation and wrote as follows : — 

* * * "I believe an objection to such a law was urged in the fact 
that diatoora, forinstan'e, was often used by natives for medicinal pnr- 
poses. If justice should be defeated by these detestable oHmiQale making 
use of the same argument in support of their innocence, it were weakness 
for UB to urge it too, if through it they should be saved from punishment." 
* * * "As submitted, however, in my letter under advertence, the 
iDCOnvenience of a prohibitory law of the scope advocated by me to those 
who really used drugs for curative purposes would affect a very few in 
compariBon with the very many whom the restriction would protect, 
Tbey who required such things for honest aims would suffer little from 
the mere trouble of having to seek permission to possess them, while the 
effect upon those who wanted them for criminal ends would at least be 
that they would in some measure be deterred from too readily using 
them, lest they should be discovered vnlawfitlly to have them. 

"lliat the old crime of thuggee by strangulation has been superaeded 
by that of poisoning is, I believe, now generally admitted, or it would he 
admitted from the information presented by these statements alone, if 
former reports had not sufficiently established the fact j and it is only 
in continuation of my very earnest efforts for the suppression of the 
dreadful evil that I have ventured to come up to Government with these 
proposals— an evil accomplished by secret means at once diabolical and 
cowardly, and which, if it should not be attended with the destruction of 
life in every case, the destruction thereof is so far contemplated that the 
purpose being effected,— namely, the robbery of the victim, — it is of no 
concern to the crimiaal whether the man dies or not ; his recovery being, 
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on the other hand, often attended with the sacrifice of his iotellect or of 
his bodily health ; and under these cooditioiiB 1 humbly oommend these 
statements to the consideration of Government." 

11. The Government of Bombay iaving in the meanwhile 
passed their Bill into law as Act VIII of 1866, the Giovern- 
ment of India, in view to the disposal of the question whether 
recourse should be had to legislation to control and regulate 
the possession and sale of poisonous drugs in the Bengal 
Presidency, addressed the Bombay Government under date 
the 16th October following, and enquired how the Act had 
worked, whether it had produced any tangible results, and 
whether it had been found possible to enforce its provisions 
without oppression. 

12. On the 19th February 1869 the Bombay Government 
submitted a report which shewed conclusively that Act VIII 
of 1866 had not produced any tangible results in that Presi- 
dency ; and the Government of India, after careful consider- 
ation, decided not to take any further action in the matter, 
as the difficulties in the way of leg^lating to any useful 
purpose appeared to be so great. 

13. In April 1873, in the course of a correspondence 
on the subject of the prevalence of the crime in the Pimjab, 
Colonel Hervey again represented the inadequacy of the pro- 
visions in the Penal and Criminal Procedure Codes for its 
suppression. He wrote — 

"My proposal was, and always has been, to convert Act XXIX* of 
1850 for the preyeotion of poisoning, the operation of which was eon- 
fined to the presidency towns only, into a law for all India. That law 
provides that the sentence passed upon a person convicted of the crime 
of poisoning may he death or transportation for life ; and under its oper- 
ation we should be enabled to obtain approvers who would always remain 
in custody, and from whom more reliable evidence might be expected 
than is ordinarily to be elicited Irom persons who should not be so sentenced. 
The higher punishment would also have its due eSect upon the people 
in the babit of committing this crime. Under the existing mofussil 
law the sentence to be awarded to a person oonvicted of poisoning is 

limited to ten years' imprisonment only.f This 
JnduT^nj'^e "^^ '^ ""'' sufficient to deter the many, and it prevents 

onr applying the Approver System to the suppres- 
sion of the crime with any prospect of success. If death has been the 
result of the poison administered, the distinct law for murder is certainly 
strong enough for obtaining a sentence of death, or of life transportation ; 
bnt it is necessary in such cases to indict the accused on the charge of 
that specific instance per ««, and the evidence necensary for obtaining 
conviction thereon is in cases of marder by means of poison generally 
insafficient, except on very special occasions. The alternative with us 

* JTot*.— TUi Act bat dnce been repealed. 
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is to airai^ the aociued on the general charge of bis ' belonging to the 
gang ' engaged in euch practicei, and oar procedure is to addace certain 
well-authenticated instances of the crime as part of the proof of that 
charge, — not to shew that the accused was present in them, bat that ' he 
belonged to the gang' d* which they were committed. 

"The object, then, being to sappiess the crime of professional poisoning, 
it is obvions that limited sentences cannot answer the purpose, for nnder 
their operation every convict is set at liberty on the expiration of the 
period for which he was sentenced, and every approver is also similarly 
released. It is well known that professional criminals always revert to 
crime directly they have renewed opportouities for doing so, and released 
approvers have never formed any exception to this general rule. They 
will return to the trade equally with the perBons against whom they had 
given evidence. My object is to make all persons convicted of the crime 
of professional poisoning altogether impotent for future mischief." 

14i. The Glovemment of India, before taking any action 
on Colonel Hervey's representation, deemed it proper to as- 
certain the views of the local GloTemments and Administra- 
tions on the subject. A circular letter was therefore address- 
ed to them on the 27th May 1873, forwarding a copy of 
C3olonel Hervey's letter, and enquiring whether the crime of 
habitual poisoning with intent to rob and of aasociattng in 
gangs for this purpose was prevalent in their respective pro- 
vinces. It was also said that it would be desirable to know 
whether the suggestion of Colonel Hervey, that crime of this 
class should be dealt with on the thuggee system, was ap- 
proved, or whether, in the event of the punishment which " it 
IS now legal to award being considered insufficient, any other 
alteration of the existing law is preferred." The state of the law 
was at the same time ezplainc^d in the following terms : — 

"As matters now stand, the portions of the Penal Code which affect 
this crime are Seciions 307, SIO, Sll, and 328. Sections 310 and 3U 
define and provide the punishmest for thuggee ; but, inasmuch as the 
commission of murder enters into the definition of the latter offence, 
they have not scope enough to take in cases of partial poisoning. Sec- 
tion 32H deals with the special case of administering poison wit£ intent 
to commit an offence, but the utmost punishment it awards is imprisou- 
tnent for ton years and fine. Finally, nnder Section 307 every case in 
which hart is actually caused (t. e., when the victim is subjected to 
bodily pain, disease, or infinnity, Section 319) the offender may be trans- 
ported for life." 

15. The replies received shewed that professional poison- 
ing was not prevalent in the Madraa Pr^idency and British 
Burma. It was also not prevalent to such an extent in the 
Bombay Presidency, the North- Western Provinces, Punjab, 
Central Provinces, Coorg, and the Hyderabad Assigned Dis- 
tricts, as to call for any change in the law. 
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The Bengal Government stated that, assuming that gangs 
of professional poisoners did or might exist, the Approver 
System was perhaps the only way of getting at them and 
breaking them up, if it was thoroughly well worked and 
supervised ; and the Lieutenant-Governor was very strongly 
of opinion that the mayimiim punishment for the offence 
described in Section 328 of the Penal Code should be raised, 
as proposed, by adding transportation for life to the penalties 
already provided for in that section. The Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor also recommended that the opportunity should be 
taken to raise the maximum punishment for all attempts at 
murder under Section 307, whether hurt be actually caused 
or not. Though the crime was not prevalent in Oudh, the 
Chief Commissioner of that province also suggested an 
amendment of Section 328 of the Penal Code in the direc- 
tion recommended by the Bengal Government. 

16. The opinions of the local authorities and the state- 
ments on which they were founded did not accord with those 
of Colonel Hervey ; but the Government of India thought 
that the difierence was to be accounted for by the circum- 
stance that Colonel Hervey was cognizant of all the cases 
throughout India, and each local o£&cer only of the cases in 
his own locality. They therefore directed that Colonel 
Hervey's suggestion for the amendment of the law, should 
be consider^ on the occasion of the next revision of the 
Indian Penal Code. 

17. Major E. B. C. Bradford having in the meanwhile 
succeeded Colonel Hervey as General Superintendent of Oper- 
ations for the suppression of Thuggee and Dacoitee was in- 
vited to express his views on the matter. In his reply to 
this reference, Major Bradford stated that he did not consi- 
der any amendment of the existing law called for on the fol- 

' lowing grounds : — 

"There can, I think, be little, if any, donbt that the admiDistering of 
poison with a view to rob the person to whom poison is administered 
whereby, if death does not actually enBue, life is almost always endan- 
gered and insensibility or violent retching or vomiting and purging 
generally caused, is within the definition of ' voluntarily causing hurt ' 
or even grievous hurt ; and such being the case, Section 394 of the Indian 
Penal Code, not Section S38 (which Colonel Hervey in his letter under 
reference appears to have considered the only one applicable to these 
cases), is that nnder which all cases such as this Department has any 
cognizance of should be committed and tried." 

"Under the above section, then, I deem it, every requirement irhicfa 
Colonel Hervey considered wonld be fulfilled by making the now repealed 
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Act XXIX of 1850 applicable to the whole of India is met, and I cannot 
couceive that more is required." 

18. The Government of India, while accepting this opi- 
nion, intimated to Major Bradford that it would be open to 
him to modify his views, if further experience should not eon- 
firm them, in which case the Government would wish to be 
informed. 

19. From a perusal of the extract from Mr. Hobart's 
report, referred to in the preamble of this Resolution, it would 
appear that the crime of professional poisoning with intent 
to rob is still prevalent in the North-Western Provinces in 
its varioi^ forms. Mr. Hobart states his opinion that this 
crime is very much concealed, and that such is the prevail- 
ing impression among officers who have had most experience 
in the matter. As to the grounds for this opinion, Mr. 
Hobart writes — ■ 

"When pTofessioaal poisoners are caught and confess their guilt, the 
record is a series of crimes extending sometimes over thirty years — crimes 
committed with almost absolute impunity and frequently unrecorded. As 
a rule, the amount taken ia small, and victims do not care to lose their 
time as well as their money, and so do not report the offence at police 
stations. Indeed, it not seldom happens that the victims will obstinate- 
ly deny that any stranger joined and drugged them, and cases have to 
be worked oat in the face of this dogged opposition. Zemindars consti- 
tuting a pauchayet are only too glad to find that a man has died by the 
visitation of God ; and such men will at times let both poisoner and vic- 
tim go, and so save themselves trouble. The cbaukidar will at times 
take the sufEerer off to the boundary of another village and leave bim 
there, so as to get rid of responsibility," 

The suggestions offered by Mr. Hobart for meeting the 
difficulties encountered by the Police in dealing with the 
crime and for its prevention, all of which have been approved 
by the local Government, are practical and worthy of at- 
tention. 

20. With a view, therefore, of giving publicity to those 
su^estions, the Governor General in Council directs that 
Mr. Hobart's report, together with the orders of the local 
Government on it, and the more important previous corre- 
spondence on the subject, be published in the form of a Selec- 
tion from the Records of the Government of India, and circu- 
lated for general information. 



Obdered. — Ordered, that this Resolution be communi- 
cated to all local Governments and Administrations, with the 
requeat that the attention of Police officers may be specially 
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drawn to the facts set out in Mr. Hobart's report ; to the 
General Superintendent of Operations for the supprewion of 
Thu^ee and Dacoitee, and the Foreign Department for in- 
formation. 



Extract from the ProceedingB of the Government of India in the Foreign 
Department,— Ho. 36, under date the 4th Februarj 1863. 

Bbad the following deepatclies regarding the proposed extension of the 
"Approver Sjetem" to all cases of robbery by stupefying or 
poisoning : — 

Letter from Secretar; to Oovemmeot, North-Weatern Provinces, datedllth June 
1S62, No. 476A. 



Letter from Secretary to Government, North- Western Provinees, dated 13th 
September 1862, No. J53B. 

Ordertrd, that the above-mentioned papers be transferred to the Home 
Department for disposal. 



From Sib Obokqb Codpbb, Bart, C.6., Secretary to the (^vemment of the 
North-Western Provincea, to CoiONBL H. M. Dueand, C.B., Secretary to the 
Qovemiaent of India, Foreign Department, — No. 47SA, dated Njnee Tal, the 
11th June 1862. 

I am directed to forward to yon, for sabmiesion to His Excellency 
the Viceroy and Governor General in Council, the accompanying copy 
of a letter. No. 63A,, dated the 23rd ultimo, and of its enclosures, from 
the Inspector-General of Police in these Provinces, and to request that 
the decision, conveyed in tJie letter from the Officiating Secretary in 
the Foreign Department, No. 5343, dated the 16th of September 1861, 
to the General Superintendent for the suppression of Thuggee and 
Dacoitee, may be reconsidered. 

2. Major Hervey's proposal to extend the Approver Sygtera to cases 
of poisoning seems to have been negatived solely on the ground that, 
whereas the crime of thuggee by strangulation was committed by organ- 
ised bands, having ramifications throngh all India, the crime of poison- 
ing, or oi: robbery by the administration of deleterious or poisonons 
drugs, is not committed by organised bands, 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor's belief is that this latter oSence is 
perpetrated by bands, almost as thoroughly orgaiLised as the gangs of 
thugs, which have now, happily, been almost destroyed by the Approver 
System, which it la now desired to apply to the extinction of the former. 
In the Police reports numerous cases of robbery by the administration 
of poisonons or deleterious drugs being observed, commuuicationa on the 
subject were opened with the General Superintendent for the suppression 
of Thuggee and Dacoitee, but with little or no result. After the Ibrma- 
tion of the new Police, the attention of the Inspector-General of Police 
was directed to the subject, and it was not long before reason was found 
for believing that the general impression of robbery by administration 
of poison being an organised crime was correct 
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4. The meamireB that were Bubseqnently taken hj tbii Oovenment 
• From Impector-Ge- w'" ^« apparent from the enolosed copies of cor- 

nenl »rf Pdice of the rcflpondence * which, though Captain Watson's 
Noito-Westem Pro- enquiries were not at the time, and are not even 
SSSa'^SS oow oo,„plete,will«„„ to ,W ti.t there .r. 
and two «iclo«itreB. regularly organised gangs who follow the onme 

To ditto ditto. No. of robbery hy administering deleterious or poisonoQi 
9B7A., dated tbB 7th of ^^ugs as a profession. The facts thus elicited, in 
September 1861. ., ° ' ^pn.-TiTi ■■ 

the very commencement or Captain Watsons m- 
vestigations, have been farther confirmed as they have proceeded : vide 
paragraphs 9, 10, and 11 of Mr. Conrt's letter No. 63A., dated the 23rd 
nltimo. Captain Watson's complete report will be submitted hereafter 
to the Qovemment of India if required : but the conviction on the 
Lieutenant-Oovernor'B mind is very strong that the crime under present 
notice is no less systematicBlly committed by organised bands of pro- 
fessional poisoners than used to be the crime of thuggee. The only 
difference is thatdrngs, which will certainly deprive any hnroan being of 
his senses for a time, and may very probably destroy bim, are used instead 
of the handkerchief. There is no difi'erence in the degree of atrocity. 

5. If, as assumed, the only reason for rejecting the proposal to apply 
the Approver System to crime of this class was, that it is not systemati- 
cally committed by organised bands in association, scattered over the 
country, then possibly the Government of India may see fit to recon- 
sider their decision. The Inspector-General of Police shews that the 
provisions of Section 209 ei leq. of the Criminal Procedure Code do not 
meet the exigency; and the Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that by 
the Approver System alone will the Government be able to extinguish 
this organised system of robbery by poison, and to break up the gangs 
who professionally follow it. 

6. In those cases in which death ensues, and in which it may be 
proved that the offender has been habitually associated with other or 
others in committing robbery by the use of stupefying or poisonous 
drugs, the offender may be identified with a tbng under Section 310 of 
the Penal Code ; and in that case he would be dealt with as a thug 
might he dealt with, bnt, though some of tdieee gangs intend, and provide 
for the commission of, murder, this is not universal. Death does not 
always ensue, although there must always be a chance of death beini; 
caused. It is advisable, therefore, that the Approver Syatem shonld be 
extended explicitly to all cases of robbery by the administration of 
stupefying or poisonous substaaoes or fluids, whether death ensue or not. 
There ts an organised system of crime committed by professional gangs 
in association and in communication with each other, and this. His 
Honor apprehends, can be no more effectually suppressed than thuggee 
could have been without the exceptional plan of operation which was 
sanctioned for, and has nearly succeeded in, its extinction. 



From U. H. CouKT, X^., iDspector-Oenenl of Poiiee oi the Nortb-We8t«ni 
Provincea, to SiE OioneB Codpbb, Bart., C.B., Secretary to the Qover- 
ment of the North-Weatern Provinces,— No. 63&., dated Nynee Tal, the 23rd 
May 1862. 
I have the honor to forward a copy of a letter from Captain 

Watson, District Superintendent of Police, specially oonunissioned for 
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inTestigattoQ o£ offences by poisomag ia the Diviflioo of Benarefl, and 
copy of my tetter in reply thereto. 

2. I taKO the opportunity of respectfnlly begging the Government 
of India to reeonsider the Beeolation by which admisBlon of perBons 
convicted of administering poison for commission of robbery cannot be 
allowed as " approvers," and regulating that, whenever an oSer of pardon 
is considered advisablcj snch pardon should be offered under the con- 
ditionB of the common law, i. e., under Sections 209, 210, and 211, 
Chapter VII, Act XXV of 1861. 

3. The difference between pardon as an approver and (under the 
sections quoted) as Queen's evidence is very material, as I will attempt 
to shew. 

4. Pardon as an approver is held oat to a criminal against whom 
sentence has been awarded, t, e,, after trial and conviction, Snch pardon 
is conditional on the criminal telling nothing but the truth. The 
sentence is capable of being carried into execution if the conditions are 
broken, and the criminal does not get liberty from Burveitlance. 

5. Conditional pardon under Section 209 of Act XXV of 1861 is 
given hefore, and avoids trial and conviction, and, as such, is in practice 
only applicable to individual crimes. The conditions of the pardon are 
more easily avoided or broken without diBOorerr, or with great facility 
of escape from the consequences, and the pardoned criminal ia released 
on the conditions being fulfilled. 

6. Pardon as an approver, which is in reality only permanent suspen- 
sion of execution of sentence, is for the following reasons necessary in 
dealing with criminal associations :— 

\tt. — Becaose revelation of crime, and the betrayal of aooompliees, 
will not be obtained where release follows such revelation, release being 
in reality sentence of death. The guilty parties denounced, but who 
have avoided apprehension, would seek and take any opportunity for 
destroying the denouncer, and doing away with the witness of their 
guilt. 

Sind. — Where the evidence is that of an accomplics to a series of 
crimes, a full or on the other hand a truthfdl revelation is not obtained by 
offer of conditional pardon as Queen's evidence. On the one hcuid crimes 
are fabricated which never occurred, in order to make it appear that the 
information given is of great value ; and on the other hand crimes which 
have occurred, bat in which the parties concerned are at large, are con- 
cealed, because of the inevitable consequences of denouncement; and in 
oonsequence of part of the story being proved to be false, the evidence 
given is valueless, where true. 

^rd, — Persons who have been once engaged in extended crime will 
certainly recur to the profession after release, and it is necessary such 
should be kept under surveillance. 

7. There are other reasons, but these given are the most Eotoible. 

8. Captain Watson's report on the investigations made by him has 
not been yet submitted, because he has but recently obtained fresh and 
important information of the existence of two large gangs of profes- 
sional poisoners. 

9. MuBSumat Brij Bussia (whose sentence has been remitted by the 
Honorable the Lieutenant-Governor), Mussumat Chowrassia, and Muset. 
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Fsrtabem, alia* Fertaboo, have all given confesnon, in which betwesn 
70 or SO persona, belonging to the following gangs, have been denoanced : 
Zaiim Sing's gang of about 800 persons. 

Dulltumun Sinai's gang of aboot 60 „ 
Narayun Doss's gang of abont 40 „ 

10. All these three commence by relating "I am a thng and a 
member of a gang of thugs." They then give details of the several 
crimes committed. 

11. Other evidence has been obtained sufficient to convince that rob- 
bery by " adminiat ration of poisonous drugs " is systematically committed 
by associated gangs still at large; that death frequently results from 
the administration of the drug, and, in the case of ZaIim Sing's gang, 
the murder of the victim was intended and fully provided for ; and with 
the proofs before me of this system being as extended, 1 believe, as tbe 
system of robbery by strangulation, I venture to urge upon tbe Supreme 
Qovernment the ezteusion of the Approver System to all crimes of this 
nature. 

\Z. Chowrassia and Pertaboo are both under trial ; their stones are 
full of gaps, which shew a great deal of information is still withheld, 
and I have demi-officially directed Captain Watson to await reply to 
this letter before offering conditional pardon as Queen's evidence. 



From CAPTilM J. T. Watsok, District Superintendent of Police and MM^strate on 

Special Duty at Benarea, tt M. H. CoUBT, Esq., Inspector-General of Police 

of the North-Westem ProTince*,— No. 35, dated the 6th Ma; 18S2. 

I have the honor to submit the following point for your consideration 

and for reference to higher authority should yon think saeh a course 

advisable. 

The system of admitting approvers to a conditional pardon on 
certain stipulated t«rms obtains in the Thug^;ee Department, and diSers 
entirely from the pardon which a Ms^istrate is competent to offer under 
Section 209, Act XXV of 1861. 

I forward an extract of a letter* from Major Hervey, General 

^ Superintendent, in which he mentions in detail 

neral SoJ-arintod^t tf several very cogent reasons against tendering full 

Operations for tbe aap- pardon to professional criminals, and I can urge 

preesion of Thn^ee and nothing likely io strengthen the serious objections 

' ■ to such a course adduced by the above-named officer. 

The question arises, Are persons who are concerned in the offence of 

" administering stupefying drugs with intent to commit offence," vide 

Section 328, Act XLV of 1861, to be considered identical with those 

concerned in thuggee as defined in Section 310 of the same Act? 

Although death is not the invariable result, it is the occasional con- 
sequence of the offence — the intention of tbe culprit is theft; but 
Section 300, Act XLV of 1861, distinctly states that it is murder, if the 
person committing the act knows that it is so imminently dangerous 
that it must in all probability cause death or such bodily injury as is 
likely to cause death," In this aspect of the case a dhatoora-poisoner is 
"a thug," i. «., because an injury likely to cause death for tbe purpose 
of committing robbery ; and if " a thug," the conditional pardon is the 
only pardon that should be offered to him if required as an Approver. 



oyGooglc. 



17 

My object in biingiDg this subjeot forwu'd ia in the hope that explicit 
orden may be ^ven extending the Approver System, now existing in 
the Thuggee Department, to the crime of profeeaional poisoning with 
intect to oommit theft. 

I submit that I am not incorrect in supposing that, as the law now 
stands, a Magistrate haa a reasonable ground for admitting approvers in 
dhatoora cases to conditional pardon, but officers would be saved mucli 
embarrassment if the law was more explicit on this point. 



From M. H. CouiiT, Eaq., Inspector-General of Police of the North-Weatern 
ProTinces, to Capta.in J. T. W A.TaoH, District Superintendeat of Police, on Special 
Ihitj, Benares,— dated Njnee Tal, the 23rd May 1862. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 35, 
dated the 6th instant. 

2. Section 310 describes a thug as any one who shall have been 
habitually agtoeiated toili any other or others for the purpose of com> 
mitting robbery by meau» of or accompanied by mur/ler. 

3. Unless, therefore, you can prove that any poisoner has been associ- 
ated with even one other person for commission of one robbery, in which 
murder has been actually committed, I do not think a chaise can be 
sustained under Section 310 of Act XLV of 1860, which evidently re- 
quires a murder, though only a single one, to have been committed by 
the association, in order to convict a member of such association, against 
whom proof of murder cannot be found, of being a thug. 

4. I do not think you will have much difficulty in doing so, with 
such poisoners as you can prove to belong to either Zalim Sing's, Dull- 
tuniun Sing's, or Narayun Doss's gang ; and wherever you can estab- 
lish the fact of one death having resulted from the administration of 
dhatoora or other drag, every member of the association becomes a thug 
under Section 310, and liable to transportation for life undev Section 311, 
of AetXIiVof 1860. 

6. It is most essential that you should on every opportunity avail 
yourself of opportunity to apply Sections 310 and 311. Thattheorime 
of robbery by administration of poison is committed by members of asso- 
ciations, systematised to an extent of which we probably have npt yet 
obtained full information, appears beyond doubt ; and the task is before 
us not of convicting men guilty of individual offence, but of destroying 
a system and the gangs guilty of this offence. 

6. I hope to be able to get ^e Approver System extended to dha- 
toora and other poisonings, and have applied to Government again on 
the subject. 

7. If allowed, it becomes more than ever an object to get the full 
sentence authoiised by law passed ; and you should officially inform the 
Judge of the extent of the crime, of the insufficiency of any mitigated 
punishment for its suppression, entering yourself, if necessary, as a wit- 
ness for the prosecution. 

a. It may happen, and frequently so, that a poisoner sentenced to 
transportation for life will, after conviction and such sentence, not only 
turn approver, but be most valuable as such, although, before convic- 
tion, he strongly denied knowledge of his accomplices. If, therefore. 
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the Approver System I)e eonoeded, it will be more than ever expedient 
to urge full Bentence of poniehment, aad, whenever yon can obtain a full 
return, to offer conditional remiesion of eeat«nce, for betrayal of accom- 
plices and information; the approver, of conrse, remaining under eur- 
veillanoe for life, and receiving the necaasariee of life at the coat of 
Government. 



From M. H, Conor, Esq., Inapeotor-General of Police of tbe North- Weatern ProTinoee, 
to Sib Obobqb Cottfiib, Bart, and C.B., SeertAury to the GoTemment ol tha 
Hortt-Western ProvinceB,— No. 201A., dated Nynea Tal, the 22nd Angnat 1861. 

I have the honor to forward herewith copies of letters as per mai^in, 
n Tv.^-1 n received from Captain Wateon, District Superin- 

intendent of PoUee at tendent of Police at Benares. 

Benares, to the Inapeolor- 2. I think there can be no doubt bnt that Captain 

NorthW^tSiP^ni^* Watson has obtained good and reliable informa- 
No. D8, dated the BthTf tio^j t^at if promptly followed up will lead to the 
Angufltisei. detection, apprehension, and conviction of a large 

FromDietriet Snperin. completely oi^nised gang of poisoners who have 
I^'tfth^ I'nEi^to?- evidently been in existence for some years. 
General of Police of the 3. It will be most important, not only to eradi- 

North-WeeternProYince*. eate these criminals, but to obtain as close an 
^txS^t 18M **" insight aa possible into the organisation (it appears 

they had a Bajah at their head ; on his death his 
widow was acknowledged their leader, and is styled by Jowala Ferehad, 
the Kanee Lulloo) of the accomplices and assistants, and other agency by 
which the plunder is conveyed to the leader ; of the degrees of subordi- 
nation, the rules of, and the peculiar language used by, the society. 

4. This information can only be obtained by approvers, formerly 
members of the gang. Brij Bnssia, the prisoner in the Benares Jail, should 
be accepted as one whose atories can be backed by the revelations of any 
others whom it may be foond expedient to accept hereafter as approvers. 

5. I think the evidence obtained so important as to require the em- 
ployment of an oflBcer specially for its investigation in aid of Major 
Hervey, and bis Assistant, Captain Chamberlain. The latter officer has 
already so many important cases under investigation that he could not 
devote his attention to this case only, and although his experience would 
be of the greatest advantage, I think undivided attention will be found 
more fruitful than experience in this case. 

6. Captain Watson, having obtained tbe first clue to the gang, may, 
I hope, he given the opportunity of copducting the investigation, success 
in which will' add considerably to the creditable name he has already 
acquired at Benares. 

7. It will be necessary, should this be approved of, that this officer 
receive a special commissiou, extending his powers of a Magistrate to 
any part of the North-Westem Provinces. Generally speaking, his pro- 
cedure will be more of a judicial than a police character, and Captain 
Watson's powers as a Magistrate are at present limited to the Benares 
Division, whereas the country haunted by the gang certainly extends to 
Cawnpore, and apparently to Central India and Bundelcund, 

8. In order to induce Brij Bussia to make full revelation of all she 
knows, I would propose that remission of her sentence be offered to her 
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on cooditioTt of tier giving ftll the information she oan, and of her 
naming and pointing oub evary mamber of the gai^ and every reoeiver 
of the property plundered bj them— the release ttom ooafiaemeat to 
commence so soon as her parc of the contract is falfllled ; that, if this 
offer be accepted, the Superintendent of the Central Prison be directed 
to relieve her from labour, to relax any Berere discipline, and to allow 
Captain Watson free commnnication with her, ei&er by sending her to 
Capt^'n Watson or allowing him to see her. 

9. If she turn approver, it will be necessary for some time at all 
events to protect her from her former aseooiates, and to provide her with 
the neceeearies of life, otherwise she will certainly fall a victim to the 
vengeance of those betrayed by her. 

10. Lastly, I would recommend that Captain Watson be directed to 
eoneider himself under the direction and guidance of Major Hervey, the 
head of the department for the suppression of this crime ; that the 
information from time to time obtained be furnished to him, and his 
advice and direction obtained in selection of any others as approvers. 



From CAfTAiN J. T. WA.T9otr, IMstrict STtpermtendent ol Palioe at BmureB, to H. H. 
CoDBT, Esq., Iiupect<»-.Oen^ of FoUoch Na"*h-W«item Pronncw, — No. 98, 
dated the 5tli Auga«t 1861. 

In accordance with the instructioos contained in Circolar Order 
No. 16, dated Allahabad, the 26th of June 1861, I have the honor to 
forward a copy of certain notes taken by me r^arding the crime of theft 
by poisoning. 

Cofy of NoUt madehg CiSTAis 3. T-Watbos am tit erime of th^tgpouomlag. 

A detective conitable aamed Fokeer Hbia, beLonging to the Senarea IXstrict Polioe, 
reported that a woman, irith wbotn he waa aoqnaiatod, told him that the would gire some 
InformaUoQ regarding a syatem of drngging wMcb has been oamed on for the lait few 
yeara in tMa and tboneighbooringdutricta. I had this conetahle with the woman bra ngbt 
to me, SDil I have elicited the f (blowing facta : A certain BAlpootnae, named Brij Bneaia. 
aliat Jadd Bansee, who waa intpriaon^ 18 months ago for being impiicated in a case ot 
dmggiog, had in coarse of conreriation mentioned the names of sereral of her aasoolatea to 
the woman with whom tlie conitable Waa aoqnainted. 

1 obtained Dr. Naismitb'a leave to. have an interview with the female prisoner above 
named, and after some little demur on hei part, aod assurance from me that no injnrf 
coold accrne to her from an; revelatien ihe might wish to make, she made the following 
i^closarea i That she was one of a gang of men and women who obtained a livelihood by 
dpguing travellera and others, atealing from them such valoablea aa they ' bad while tbej 
were in a state of nnconscionaneu. Their mode of opmalion ia as followa !-~ 

Thej have a ahie^ whom she had never seen and who few of tlie ioferior membaiB of 
the gang bave ever seen, who employed them, and to whom they mada over tbroogb 
agents the property stolen, and who gave them a full half of ali they earned ; this man waa 
known to bei by the name of Jewala Ferabad, and be lesidvs in Cawnpore; she had often 
received money from him, hut she was always paid by a woman of the Braiunitt caate 
named Chowrassia, a reudeut of Qolah Gopalpore, in the City ot Qomokpore. 

When the master of the gang gave the order, they started on tbeii expeditions ; one 
man generally accompanied each girl, and very often an old woman joined tbem. When 
a traveller, who seems likely to hate money, ia discovered, the ^1, who is provided with 
a few jewela, and is generally well dressed, manages to obtain his notice and pretends she 
haa lost her party, and that her bosband bas left her, or that ahe has lost her hnshand and 
bis party. The traveller, begniled by this story and ensnared by her bhuidishmenta, com- 
mences an acquaintance permits the woman to accompany bim, and thns an intimacy com- 
mencee, and she chooses her opportunity bi mil some dhatoora with bis food j and while 
he b in a state of insensibility she pnrltuna his valuables, and agwn joins her party, who 
though not immediately in sights have never been Tory far from the girl and her viotjm, 
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The fallowing tre tfte tumes of tome of the gang* i«aidiiig ia the Citj of 

EnnhBfga Eoorme and Hiingal Eoonne, reudeate of Molmlkh Barkeepeeree. 
MusBamnt Rnddn&h Oeeridnrie, of the Bame mohullnh. 
Hnngiie Aherin, of MohuUah Juggnmburee. 

The woman Brij BnsBia also Btete» that the head of the gang in the Qornckpor District 
a man of the name of Ghuttee Bnrhae, of Mohullsti Eooneepore, in the City of Qornck- 



pore ; she Btntes tbat t hia man, beeides being connected with the poisoneri, is also t. not«d 
bndmash, iind that he bUII bad in his posseasion piwieitf wbioh he plondeTed daring the 
^Btari>aDcea from the house of a Mr. Birch, at Ooradipoi«. 



She fnrUier Btatea that the gang employ no aigna or anj kind of langnage. and that 
there are mauy memberB known onlj to the headmen. 

When Bhe waB asked how it was that women entrusted with jewels by the bead of the 
gang did not run away, she replied that no gicl was ever trnBt«d alone with valuables, and 
that either an old woman or man, or both, accompanied the expedidons. 

She said that the men of the fraternity sometimes robbed conrtezans witli whom they 
became intimate, and" sometimes other women with whom thej had intrigues, bnt added 
that to her knowledge moat of the business was carried on by females. 

FinaUj, this woman said she wotdd mention parties employed in this bnsiness, both in 
Uirzapore and Azimghor. 

The following facta are clear : — 

The gangs are composed of men and women of different castes ; they are not orga- 
nized BO thoroQghly as tbngs ; the head people act (brongb agents. 

Other crimes are committed as well as dragging. 

Cawnpore is mentdoned as the Iiead-qaart«rs of the iniqnity. 

Since writing the above notes, I have been bo Tortunate as to secare 
the person of Jowala Perahad, mentioned by Brij Bussia ae the head of 
the gang> He resides sometiinee at Cawnpore, bnc happening to be 
here, I had him apprehended. I am following the matter up closely, 
and have given information to the different Police officers in whose 
districts members of the gang are said tu reside. 



From Captaib J. T. Watson, Dietrict Snperintendent of Police at Benares, to M. H . 
CoiTBT, Bfeq., Inspector-General of Polioe, North- Western Provinces, — No. 100, 
dated the 6th Ai^ijat 1861. 

In continuation of my letter No. 99 of yesterday's date, I beg to 
give a further extract from my notes : — 

" Brij Bnssia makes the following statement implicating Jowala Pershad as an accom- 
plice in the crime of theft by poiaoning. She says Mnssomnt Cbowrassia and I with 
Jowala Fersbad started on on eipeditjan of tbe naual nature. Chowrassla and I went on 
ahead. When we were about 5^ miles on the east side of Gornckpore we saw two travel- 
lers. Brahmins, coming from Mozufterpore. ChownsBia and I b(^n to siog and look nt 
them, and tbey commenced talking to ns. They told na they were going to Gornckpore, and 
asked ua to accnmpauy them. We consented, and when it became evening we put up at 
a village named Kooeme on the Kosma Qhat road. We sat down near the door of a mia- 
tree's honso, and the Brahmins gave us some [nee to purchase gram (chana ?). I went 
and got some, and when returning I mixed some dhatoora seeds with it. The Brahmins ate 
and soon became insensible. Chowrassia and J then took from the Brahmins two gold 
mohnrs, one nnth, two silver knrrahs,and we gave these things to Jowata Pershad. Shortly 
af ter, as we were about to go away, the mistree opened the door of his house, and, seeing 
the inaen^ble state of the Bmbmins, he beat Chowrassia with a shoo and then sent ns to the 
thunnab. Kotbiiig was found on ns, aa Jow«la Pershiid bad the property, and the Brah- 
mins would not prosecnte, They were going home to be married, and besides being ashamed 
of something that bad passed, Chey did not wish to tie detained on their journey, ^so 
Chowrassia and I were let go. Jowala Pershad only gave ns a new chudder each for this 
business. This happened about two years ago. 

" Jowala Perahad was present daring Iho narration, and admitted that ho had received 
the stolen property, and excnsed himself for not having given BHj Buaaia and ChowrnsHiH 
their share by aaying that the Kajoh was the diatributor nf th<> shares of plundered 
proprty. 
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" TIlin allusian to the Rajnh led to further queBtloriiug, and it appeim Ihat tbe Rnjnli 
Dirnnt »>■ a mnu called Kejnh Zalim Sin);, of Matwa Cbiittepore, Tekiiree. Jownln Pershad 
■tatei (bat Zalim Siag was the real head of the poiaoaen, and that be waa mere!; his ageat; 
that when the Rajah died the Ranee LqIIoo, bia wife, carried on the bitaineu. She haa now 
gone aouth of Pnonah, and he aajs he can i;i:tve her plane of residence if forgiven, bnt he will 
not give np Chonraasia. The truth is, ChowrtUBia is gtill working for him; she waiaeeD aliont 
five da.va ago going oat of the city northwards. Her jewela are in pawn at a certain 
jeweller's, and she will Barely retam for them, &nd will probabl; make for Jowala Perabad'a 
honae. 1 shall have some one there to meetber." 

I trast these extrsote of my notes may prove u&efui. Though in- 
complete in themselves, they may furnish a missing link, or taken with 
other infonnation received from different qnarters, may complete a ease 
or suggest a mode of action. 



From Sib Oeobsx Coupbb, Bart., C.B., Secretary to the Goveniment of the 
North-WeBt«ni Provincee, to M. H. CoCBt, Esq., Inapector-Genenil of Police, 
North-Westem ProviiiGe8,~-No. 957A, dated Kjnee Tal, the 7th September 
1861. 

I have received and laid before the Lieutensnt-Qovernor yonr letter 
No. 201, dated the Und ultimo, and its enclosures, regarding an organ- 
ised gang of poisoners, the existence of which has been discovered by 
Captain Watson, the District Superintendent of Police at Benares. 

S. In reply, I am to state that all your proposals for the detection 
and apprehension of the members of this gang are fully approved. 

3. Captain Watson will conduct the investigation, and will be invest- 
ed for the purpose with full powera of a Magistrate in every district 
which he may visit. The necessary notification will appear in the Gov- 
ernment Gasette. 

4. Etemiseion of her sentence may be offered to Brij Bussia on condi- 
tion of her giving all the information she can, and naming and pointing 
out every member of the gang, and every receiver of the property plun- 
dered by them ; her release from confinement to take place as soon as her 
part of the contract is fulfilled. If she accept the offer, the Superin- 
tendent of the Central Prison will be directed to relieve her from labour, 
to relax any severe discipline, and to allow Captain Watson free access 
to her. 

5. If she turn approver, you will take your own measures for pro- 
tecting her from her former associates, and for providing her with the 
necessaries of life. 

6. Captain Watson should be directed, as yon suggest, to con- 
sider hiraaelf under the direction and guidance of Major Hervey, to 
whom he will furnish such information as he may acquire during his 
deputation for tbe investigation of this crime, and to whom he should 
also look for advice and instructions. He will send duplicates of his 
reports to you. 

7. In eonolusion, I am to beg you to convey the thanks of the 
Lieutenant-Governor to Captein Watson for the tact and ability which 
he has evinced in the preliminary enquiries into this important matter, 
and to express the Lieutenant-Governor's hope that he will still further 
distiugui^ himself by bringing the meaeares, to be adopted for the ex- 
tripation of this gang to successful issue. 
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From Sib Gxoboi Cocpbb, Bart, C.B., HeoretAir to ths QoTennnent of the 
North- WeBtem ProviDoea, to Coloael H. H. DOBAJiIi, C^, Seoretarj to the 
Qorernment of India, ForHgn DepBrtment, — No. 7S3B., dated Njmee Tal, tbe 
lath BeptMubef 1862. 

In oontintiatioD of previous correspondence* I am directed to for- 
ward to you, for 

■ Extract (puagmph 66) from a lottar from General Saper- the OOOfflderation of 
SS'.^ aS"m iVSr "" " ^"^ "' Hi. Jkeeltac, tk. 

Extract (puagrapha 4 and 6) from a letter from tlie Officiat- bovemor (ieoentl 
lDgSeeretaT7 to flieOoTeriitDeat of India, Forcdgn Department; in Cooticil, the ac- 
toaieO«>mlBnpeTii>teDd»t, No. Wa, dated lOtl.aept«Db<>r companying copy of 

To BecietaiT to the Qoverament of lodU, Foreign Depart- an extract (para- 
mtmt. Ho. 476A., dated 11th June 1S62. grapha 835 to 350) 

from a report &om 
the Inspector-General of Police, No. 72A.J dated the 29th May hist, 
And paragraphs 79 to 83 of the reply thereto, and to repeat the reqneet 
that the Approver System may be made applicable to the crime of 
" robbery by the administration of poisonous or stupefying drugs or 
fluids. " 



Xxtract (puagnpha 9B6 to 850) from « Deport from the iDBpeotop-Gsnenl of 
Foli(»,~-No. 73A., dated ths 26th U»; 1S62. 

Para. 338. — Tie/U by poiioning. — ^Twenty-eight cases only are 
reported, bob I think there are grounds for doubting whether half the 
cnmes committed are brought to light. 

336. My attention was directed to these offences by the mysterious 
murders oomroitted in Oonao, and by the &ct that the features of all the 
cases reported to me were exactly the same, whether the crime was com- 
mitted in the Meerut or in the Benares Division. This led me to infer 
that a system was at work, and that the poisoners were associated with 
each otjiier for the commission of these crimes and worked under a 
defined plan. 

337. In order to ascertain how far this supposition was correct, I 

issued an order to 

SarA-WetUnt Proniiuai FoUee Order So. IB, dated Aliaha- the Police (margin- 

M.lt.Ull,J^lxl. ally quoted) kyins 

The Hwpector-GeneHd of Police directs the iped^ attmtdon down not onlv the 

of Difltrict fanperintendent* to the crime of "theft" bj ' j. i, i. i 

adminiBtering poUon, or deletanou djug^ to the direction measures to be taken 

contained in C^colar dated 8th Febrnsr;, addrened ia Deput; for the apprehension 

Iiupeeton-Qenera] for communicatioii to them. pf poisoners bnt 

■. He tpedal reporia tecei»ed dnrlnr the tart two months „i.;fi, ,™ p ' „ ' 

tbew that this crime is very prevalent and thongh in the ?•*'*=" ^^ '"' ™'>'^ 

nujorilT of the cuei reported loss of life has not occnired, important, the en- 

(ttfi the DfTenM U of serions enormity, quiries to be mflde 

8. It is bdieved bj the Inspector-Qeneral that flie guilt* „|,pnpvfir th<. nf 

parti«« are, with few exoepln<aia, members of an orguiieea ^'^J^^^^^ ^^e ot- 

gang, and though working probably in detached partiea, stiU lender Was seized. 

canjing on their operstiomi on a Bjatem. 338. 'ITie great 



are content if proof is obtaitied against the party concerned P^" made lO deal- 
in eftch separate case. As long t» tbeii enqninea stop at this ing with snch crimes 
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poiut, it will mmun doabtful how fur tlie crimiuftLi Hre coa- 
nected with each other. 

5. It is onl; in caeas of the apprehenaion of thE Kui'^J partj- 
th&t opportunity is foondforucertBinin^ whether the poisoners 
ut individnallj uid withont coaaeotion with aiich otfaar, or 
whether, aa there is good ground for helieving', the; are asioci- 



6. The Inspector-OeneMl, therefore, directs that on erery 
occasion of the captore of a poisoner the following facta be 
enqnired into and substantiated : — 

I. — The nnme, caste, and residence of the prisoner, the time 
of leaving his village, the porpose on which it na 
ha left^ and the company in which he left. 

I[, — The places visited bj him, and whether an; crimes of 
this nature have been committed b; persons unkown in the 
neighbonrhood of and ahont l^e time of his arrival at each 

III. — The character and meana oF livelihood of the prisoner 
as known in his village, and the mesne hj which he sustained 
himself daring abaenoe from residence. 

7. A fnll enqniiy into theie points will probabl; elicit 
further facta requiring investigation, which will of conrse he 
made, and every statement made by the prisoner, which may 
prove false, will he carefnlly not«d as suspicious. 

R. At the close of the enqnirj a full report will be made 
the Inspector- General of each 



as individual occur- 
rences. The Ma- 
^trate secnred the 
offender OD the spot, 
with poiaon and 
stolen property in 
his possession, and 

having such clear 

lue ume - ■ ^ . .,. 

inppoaed evidence of guilt, 

sent up the prisoner 

' for trial without anjr 

further enquiry, and 

the usual sentence 

inflicted was 6ve 

years' imprieonmeiit. 

33Q. Now these 

are the very cases 

which appeared to 

the most valo- 



y link 01 



I, who will thereby be able ahle, and the only 

''::^"^A-Zr^"'^ ^^""^'^^ ?^ t't «a«8 ^faicl" enabled 
other districts of the North- West, which . . , , 

Its cannot do. ^^ to carry out the 

Circnlar of Sth Februair, if plan I had deter- 



I. The directions g 
promptly followed, should lead to Che apprehension of most mined OH,— ot'j. tO 

n ™ «nL an 1. TfHH M ■ .a.r v » . . . ^^ ^^ 



nf the offender, and by eipresa orders to the Police of < 
district to summon the rafngea by a gener^ hoe-and-ery. 
10. Every member of the force should be dialinctlj informed 



of the offenders, and Uiis result has been attained hj Mstriot „__,,;_. 

Saperintendents who have been guided thereby. The great 6''<l"^"o 

point is to be prompt and immediate in pursnit and b; circolat- previOUfi habits, 

ing to surroan^ng District Saperintendents descriptive rolls character. And 

orimee of the of- 
fender and into hie 

of the value att*ched to immediate action, and apprised that present aesociatlODS. 
if, DOtwithataBdiug these express injunctions, any laxity or qin Gi|.Qn] on 

remissness is observed, he will he removed from Che force. . ■ ' , ,' 

On no accoont U pursuit of the ofEandar or enquiry to be v|mrieS Made by 
abandoned becanse the scene of such pursuit or enquiry is 
beyond the bounds of the station beat or Inspector's curcle, 
aotjl (Jie enqoiring oSeer is relieved by atutber eqaally re- 
sponuble officer. 

11. On every occasion, whether the offender is apprehended 



Captain Watson 
acting on these 
orders, infonuatioo 
was obtiuued of a 



iieaoon m the F»liea Oatettt, which wiii, n n nopea, oe s ~ < -i 
IBOvidod to every Inspector. On receipt of thi^ DUbict *?™e"y °°'^«'' ^^^ 
SnperintendeDts will compare these descri)itive rolls with the Zalim Sing, Consist- 
oSenders of whom they are in search, and make snch further jnv it WOS said of 
«i -K«,^„nM.^an«plcionexisM ggy ^rmOB.meu 
and women. 

341. Captain Watson was invested with a special commission to 
trace out this gang, and has secured a few of its most prominent mem- 
bers, and obtiuned the names of others. 

S42. In the course of his enquiries be has obtained information of 
two other gangs, one nnder a Thakoor, named Dultumun Sing ; another 
under a Brabmin, named Nurain Doss. A. woman belonging to the 
former gang, named Faibnttia, baa placed upon record a full confession, 
which has been corroborated in every particular as far as enquiries have 
been made. From this confession there is reason to believe that 
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Naraio Doss's gaag are the perpetrators of tlie Onao crimesj or at all 
eveDte of some of tliem. 

as, Alt<^ther I have aboat 70 names of poisouers connected with 
the three gangs, aod safficient evidence to convince me that a system 
of "robbery by administration of poisonous drugs" is practised tbroogh 
the country as extensive as the system of thug:gee, which the common 
penid iaw of the coantry will be ineffective to eradicate. 

344. The most effective means of suppressing " thn^ee " was by 
the employment of approvert. A thug convicted of murder or compli- 
city therein, and after trial sentenced to death, was under the Thuggee 
Law admitted as an approver on condition of revealing all he knew of 
his accomplices. Execution of the sentence was deferred so long as he 
pertbrmed his conditions, and could not be carried out unless he broke 
them. If he misrepresented facts, wrongfully accused innocent men as 
belonging to the fraternity, or if he was proved to have concealed any 
crime, the sentence could then be enforced, and he, therefore, was usefnl 
as an approver because truthful from fear, 

845. Under a Resolution of the Qovernment of India, pardon cannot 
by extended to persons guilty of admiuiBtering poison as approvers, but 
only as informers or Queen's evidence. The difference is very mate- 
rial. Under the latter condition the criminal is pardoned before and 
tcitiout trial, and pardon having been tendered, and its conditions 
partly performed, it is practically impossible to secure conviction if 
betrayed. Lies and truth are mixed np together, and the revelaticne 
made are never trustworthy. Further, as an approver, evidence given 
is by the Law of Evidence of greater value than when given as 
Queen's evidence, and very properly so, for experience has clearly shewn 
that the former is trustworthy, while the latter is not. 

S46. Conditional pardon to a criminal as an informer does very well 
for individual offences, but not for the suppressioD of a lyttem, or for the 
apprehension and conviction of men belonging to associatione for the 
commission of a crime on a systematised plan, and where the crimes 
committed are more than singular, as is tlie case in " robbery by adminis- 
tration of poison. " That this crime is so committed there b ample 
evidence. Captan Wateon has confessions corroborating each other and 
supported by evidence, and all the confessors commence their tale by 
stating, " I am a ' thug ' and a member of a gang of ' thugs,' Our pro- 
fession is to give drugs and plunder, and although the professed object is 
not to destroy life, still death very frequently occurs." Life depends not 
on the poison administered, but on other circumetanceB,— on the state of 
health or constitutional streogth of the victim, whether given on an 
empty stomach, and various otfaer circumstances beyond the considera- 
tion or judgment of the poisoner. In one case of last year's occurrence, 
the poisoner partook of a small quantity of adulterated food to avert sus- 
picion. The victim becoming insensible was plundered by the poisoner, 
who was found dead a mile off with the plunder on his person, he having 
died from the effects of the smaller quantity of the poison which be had 
eaten, whilst his victim ultimately recovered. 

347. Under Section 328 of the Penal Code, Act XLV of 1880, the 
Severest penalty for this offence isjimprisonmeot for ten years. 
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348, This is quite insufficieDt to sappress the crime, which ehould id 
every case be vidt^d with sentence of a oapital paniahment. The member? 
of asaociationa for the commlBsioD of " robbery " by adminiatratioD of drugs 
which endanger life, which are deBtructive of life, and from which reco- 
very may or may not ensue, and from the adminiBtration of which death 
does frequently follow, are certainly more heinous ofEendera than those 
gnilty of " volunlarily causing grievous hurt" by dangerous weapons or 
means which under Section SS6 ot the same Code are punishable by 
transportation lor life. 

849. A law is further necessary for the regulation of the sale or pos- 
session of deleterious drugs. In no less than four cases enquired into by 
the Police have the associates of men detected in administering " dhatoora 
been found with " dhatoora" in their possession, under circumstacces which 
left nodoubtofthepurposefor which they had this poison; but who are not 
amenable to any law for such possession. Arsenic, dhatoora, khureearee, 
and other poisons are freely bought and sold, and unless a restraint is 
imposed by law on their sale, and on possession of these and other drugs, 
insecurity to lite and property must follow. 

S50. I mentioned in my first remark my belief that the number of 
crimes by administration of poison were not known. I founded this 
opinion on the information given by pardoned informers. Brij Bussia, a 
convicted poisoner, narrated numerous iostances where victims bad beea 
poisoned, and their bodies thrown into the river without the Police 
obtaining knowledge of the crime, and ail the others have confessed to 
crimes which have not appeared in the reports or statistics of crime. The 
victims are invariably travellers who are not missed, and of whose dis- 
appearance no information is received. The crime is almost invariably 
committed ia some spot where discovery of its commission is difficult, and 
I am positive that the informations we do receive are of those cases where 
the victims survive; that we do not hear of many cases where death ensues, 
but where no one is concerned for the murder, which is easily concealed 
by floating the body in the river. 



Westero Provinoea, to the iDipeotor-Qeneral of Polioe, North-Westem 
FntTiuoeB,— No. 753A., dated the 13th September 1862. 

Para, 79.— The crime of " theft by the administration of poisonous 
or stupefying drugs " has been the subject of separate correspondence 
during the year, aud the result of it was the deputation of Captain 
Watson, the District Superintendent of Benares, to make detailed 
enquiries as to the supposed eziatenoe of an organised system, and of 
gangs of professional poisoners. Captain Watson's final report has 
not been received, but the one important fact has been established be- 
yond a doubt that a " system of robbery by administration of poisonous 
drugs is practised throughout the country " by gangs who foUow it as 
a profession, and who have their connections aud associations in all 
quarters. 

80. No crime can be more hateful. It has not its origin in passion, 
jealousy, hatred, or revenge. It has for its object the unlawful acquisi- 
tion of property by means which, though always endangering, aud not 
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infrequently deBtroying life, are used with a cold-blooded deliberation 
and iDdifTereDce as to consequences, wLioh distiu^ishes its perpetrators as 
among the very worst and most dangerous of criminals. 

SI. It was in this view of the heinousneBB of the orime, as well aa of 
the fact, regarded as proved, that it is practised, as a system like thuggee, 
by bands widely connected and associated ; that in June last an applica- 
tion formally made to the Government of India, at the instance of the 
General Superintendent, Thug^^ and Dacoitee, for the extaneioii of the 
Approver System to this class of crime, was revised, and reply is still 
awaited. It is the Lieutenant-Governor's conviction that by no other 
meaeure will this organised crime be suppressed. It was fully successful 
in the case of thuggee when every other means had failed, and there is 
no crime which so closely resembles thu^ee as this in all its chief fea- 
tures. The object of both is the same j both are characterised by the 
same shocking disregard of human life; both have professional followers; 
both have ramifications in nearly all quarters of the country. The only 
difference is that, whereas in the one ease the handkerchief was used, in 
the other a drug, which certainly endangers and may destroy life, is 
employed. 

82. The Lientenant-Oovernor fully concurs in the remarks which 
paragraphs 314< to S46 of your report contain, as well as in your opinion 
regarding the inadequacy of the punishment prescribed by Section 328 of 
the Penal Code for the offence under consideration. 

83. There is an Act of Uie Legislature in existence for regulating the 
sale and possession of poisonons drugs, but it is current only in the presi- 
dency towns. An application which was made to the Government of 
India for its extension some time ago was negatived, and it will not 
probably be received with more favour now. But in continuation of the 
correspondence which has passed, an extract (paragraphs 33& to 350) 
from your report, and copies of the foregoing remarks (paragraphs 80 
to 83) will be laid before the Government of India for consideration, and 
with the request repeated that, at l^ast, tiie Approver System may be 
made applicable to the crime of " robbery by the administration of poison- 
ous or stupefying drugs or fluids." 



From Sib Grobgb Coupbb, Bart, C.B., Secretary to the Government of the North- 
Westem Froiincei, to K C. Batlby, Esq., Secretary to the Qoverament of 
In^— No. &19A., dated Nynee Tal, tha 20th Outoboi 1862. 

I am directed to transmit, for the consideration of His B)xoellency 

the Governor General in Couhci), 

Eitrect {p«r«gr.ph 68) of letter fw» ■ connection with the correspond- 

Geoeral SupenntandEnt of OpBrationg for the . i ■ >■ ^ •-" i-o^uuu 

suppression of Thuggee and Diicoitee, to the encc noted in the margm, the 

SecretST^ totheGovBrnment of Indi« in the accompanying COpicsof letters Nos. 

Foreign Department. No. BSfl.dated 17th Jnly 4,76^. and 487A., dated, respective- 

Eitraot {p»r6giaphB4 and 5) of letter from 1?. t^C 19th and 23rd ultimo, from 

Secretnrj to the OoTernment of India ia the the Inspector- General of Police in 

Foreign DeMrtment, to the General Superin- tbegg PtoviuteB, and of their endo- 

tendeot or Upeiatiom for the lupprEsuaD of _ ,. 11 , ' 1 m -nr . 

Thuggee ■md*Decoltee. No. 5348, d»ted 10th so^es, from Captain J T.Watson 

September 1861. Magistrate on special dnty, and 
from Major T. H. Chamberlain, 
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• Letter from Secretary to tbe Go»eninieui Assistant Oeueml Superintendent 
oftbeNorth-WesternProyiQcej, tothaSecre- ^^f Operations for the SappreBfiioa 
tiirv to the Qovemment oi lodia in the . mi i -r. ■. 

Foreign Dep«rtmeiit, Ho. 476A., d&ted the of Thuggee and Dacoitee. 
llUi Jane 1862. Z. The first of tfaeso letters for- 

+ Letter from ditt« to «tto. No. 763B., ^ardB a report by Captain Wateoa 
d«l*d the lStl.Septen.ber 1862. ^^ ^.^ ^^^^^ r^Tarding the 

crime of theft by the adminietratioD of poisonous or stupefyiDg drugs, 
and their result. 

3. This duty was committed to Captain Watson last year, and he was 
famished with a speoial commissioa for the purpose. He has exhibited 
great zeal, intelligence, and perseverance in the prosecutioa of the inves- 
tigation ; and though his success has not been all that could have been 
desired, he has still, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks, established beyond 
a doubt the fact that the crime under notice is committed systematically 
and professionally by organised bands in wide association. 

4. The fact recorded in Captain Watson's report, and the Inspector- 
General's pertinent remarks thereon, fully eonfim the opinion which His 
Honor has but recently expressed (in reviewing the Police Report of the 
Korth-Westem Provinces for 1861, extracts, paragraphs 835 to 350, from 
which, together with paragraphs 79 to 83 from the reply thereto, have 
been forwarded vrith my letter Ko, 7&3B., dated 18th ultimo, above 
cited), viz., that this crime is, in all its main features, the very counter- 
part of " Thuggee, " the only distinctious being in the use of different 
instrnmeDts for aocompUshing theft ; and in the fact that, whereas the 
" Thugs" designed and intended to take life by the handkerchief, these 
poisoners, without the desire to take life, do very often destroy and 
always endanger it by the administration of highly deleterious drugs. 

6. And now very opportunely, jnst as Captain Watson's enquiries 
are stayed by the decision of the Sudder Court, casting discredit on the 
confessions ol certain persons apprehended by him as members of poison- 
ing gangs, is submitt^ Major Chamberlain's report with the deposition 
of one Hurpershad, under cover of Mr. Court's letter No. 487 A., dated 
the 23rd nltimo. Here is a detailed account, gathered from other sources 
thau those acceseible to Captain Watson "of the wandering gang which 
went all over Oudh and the North- Western Provinces during the cold 
seasons of 1860-61 and 1861-62, drugging hackery-drivers and robbing 
them of their vehicles and cattle whilst insensible from the effects of 
'dhatoora' administered in their food." In the narrative which is given 
by this Hurpershad of one journey out of three or more aooomplished, 
there is enough to prove that there exists " the profession of poisouina^ 
by dhatoora" with the object of committing theft; that the ofience is 
committed by associated gangs who, like the thugs of old, hare a 
horoscope drawn before they start on their expeditions ; who, though not 
intending to kill, are utterly indifferent whether death results from their 
act or not ["I do not know," saye Hurpershad, "whether any of my 
victims died: God only knows"], and who have hitherto carried on their 
vile trade with impunity, because no means have been at hand of dis- 
covering and breaking up the associations. 

6. It will be seen from the correspondence cited in the margin of the 
1st paragraph of this letter, that on three occasions the attention of the 
• Printed at i««* IS. t. PrluUd it p«(re H- 
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CioverameDt of India baa been invited to this crime witha view to special 
legislation or action of some kind ; and that the LieutenantfO-ovemor 
has always expressed his opinion that it is perpetrated by gangs of pro- 
fessional poisoners, and his belief that no measure, short of mat which 
was applied to the extirpation of Thuggee, will suffice to suppresB this 
system of theft by administration of poisonous or stupefying drugs. 

7. His Honor, therefore, hopes that, for the suppression of this serious 
and exceptional crime, the exceptional measures which have been so fre- 
qnently recommended may be sanctioned. 



Extract (paragraph 56) from a letter from MuoK Gbulh Hasrsr, Qener&i Snperin- 
tendent of tbe (>«rationH lor die suppression of Thuggee and Daooitee, to the 
Secretaiy to the Uovemmeat of India, Poreign Department, — No. 666, dated the 
17th Jnly 1861. 

Para. 56. — It is necessary, however, otherwise to consider that of 
, r,. "dhatoora thuggee," the departmental defioitioD 

Th?gyr^n/r^^^ Of the Crime of robbery by the administration of 
ddered wiUi reference to deleterious drugs, and I feel myself called upon to 
Act XXIX of 1860. enter somewhat fully into a review thereof in coa- 

* Paragraphs 6, 10, 18, tinuation of my various allusions to it already sub- 
19, 29.33, 41, and 50. fitted in the present despatch,* although it should 
be at the risk of prolonging this already lengthened report. The subject 
is however, of importance, and may not be too cursorily glanced at. 

Impressed that the most strenuous efforts were called for to check a 
crime from which so many of out subjects suffered, that very little bad 
hitherto been effected in revealing the mysterious operations of the persons 
who practised if. and that a thorough and successful investigation of the 
atrocity would prove an undertaking of public importance, it had long 
been my aim that the operations gainst these very dangerous offenders 
should be regularly and syBtematieally taken up by the Thu^ee Depart- 
ment. There were many obstacles, however, arising from the state of 
the law to this being efficiently done — obstacles which, in another place 
in other territory, I had endeavoured to overcome, and which, it may 
appear to the Right Honorable the Governor-General of India in Council, 
on a perusal of the papers submitted under paragraph 18 of this report, 
ought to be altogether removed, if it should be desired Co direct any 
effectual blow ^nst this now daUy increasing evil. I allude to Act 
XXIX of 1850, the territorial scope of which I would advocate should 
be extended to all India, and to the absence of any law making it penat 
to be in the possession of poisonous drugs or substances. The subject 
will be fonud »'« extenso in my letterf to the Secre- 
tNo. 751, dated the tary to the Government of the North-Western 
a«h of September 1860. provinces. By Act III of 1848 it was defined that 
cases of robbery by means which were known by the offenders to be likely 
to cause the death of persons should be regarded as cases of thuggee, 
and be puciahable accordingly under the provisions of the several special 
Acts against thuggee properly so called, of which the above Act was in 
continuation. But it was necessary that such cases should be cases of 
professional robbery, or, in other words, of "professional poisoning," by 
which to bring them within the meaning and application of those Acts, 
for the prevention of profeBsional thuggee. But by Act XXIX of 1860 
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(to amend Act XXXI of 1838 for the prevention of poisoning) it was 
eoacted that whoever should wilfully administer any poieon or any 
deleterious drug or noxious thing, with the intent to cause hodily harm, 
or to commit or abet the oommission of any unlawful act, should be liable 
to be transported for life, or for some limited period, or to be imprisoned ; 
also that in any case in which a person cliatged with administeiing the 
poisoDons or destructive thing, with the intent to commit murder, and 
the offence proved amounted only to an offence under the Act quoted, he 
might be sentenced as if he bad been charged with an offence under it. 
Such an Act would meet in a more oomprehensive manner the exigency 
of the occasion than any mofussil or other existing law against such 
criminals ; for it would include within its provisions every person, mii- 
out re/eretice to profettiott, who committed or attempted to commit crime, 
whatever its nature, by means known to cause stupefaction or death ; 
and such a law may, in the opinion of the Government of India, be 
altogether required in a country tbroughont which tbe crime of poisoning 
had become so rife as this report would shew to be the case, the perpe- 
trators, however, of which bad hitherto, in tbe generality of instances, 
escaped unpunished, although death had often been the fatal result of 
the offence. The eaid Act, however, with reference to the law (XXXI 
of IHSb) with which it is connected, is limited ae to scope to tbe juHs- 
dictions of the several Supreme Courts of Judicature at tbe three presi- 
dency towns ; and my earnest proposal is that its provisions should be 
extended or be made applicable to tbe whole of BrilisA India. If to the 
amendment proposed were added a clause making it a penal offence to be 
found in the possession of any deleterious drug or poison, except in the 
case of persons licensed to vend them, or of native medical practitioners 
licensed to purchase them for medical purposes, the licenses in either case 
to specify the drugs implied, such a prohibition would at least have the 
effect of preventing a ready use of such things for felonious or unlawful 
designs. The unrestricted freedom with which poisons, both vegetable 
and mineral, are procurable in every bazar; tbe knowledge that tbe pre- 
sence in the human body of vegetable matters cannot be detected by any 
known process of analysis which has led those ingredients to be more 
usually resorted to than any other for criminal purposes; the fact that 
the poison most used, dkatoora, groins luxuriantly in jungle or in gardeu, 
that it is a tasteless drug " a« ceffuin^ unii^ im rapidly falalin its effects as 
opium" and is a poison in the strongest sense of the word, dependent 
for its fatal effect on the quantity administered; and that the nareotics, 
chufrui, bhang, ganjah, and majoom, with which persons are also fre- 
quently drugged for evil purposes, are preparations from the hemp plant 
{Caunabii ladica), which is as easily to be obtained everywhere; "the 
reckless indifference with which native dealers vend their poisonous wares," 
together with the fact that the crime of poisoning exists throughout British 
India ; that it is perpetrated with impunity and is at this moment the 
greatest evil with which the country is afflicted, — poisoners being as 
numerous in tbe Madras and Bombay territories as in the Punjab and 
North- Western Provinces, iu Bengal and tbe Native States, — would all, I 
most respectfully submit, shew the necessity for a penal clause of the 
nature advocated ; the introduction of which, moreover, would be equally 
efficacious for its particular purpose as the Disarming Act and Act 
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against the possesBioa of ganpowder, aakpetre, and salpbar mfty be said 
to be for meetiog the exigencies for which they were evoked. It would 
be productive also of a great benefit if bappil; it should at the same time 
serve to check in some degree the veiy prevalent crime of procuring 
abortions. 

In regard to tlic eztensioQ of tbe scope of the Act above quoted for 
Para dIu s to 10 of *^^* prevention of poisoning, the Goveroment of 
a lellefta tbe RegUtrar Bombay, although at first for some time opposed 
of UiB Bombay goddei to any change in the existing mof usail law, was 
Adawlat, No. 1608, dated Bubsequently pleased to declare, upon the remon- 
the 3rd June 186S, . ^ t /i5 -i j i. i 0.1. i -.. 

straaces I felt it my du^ to urge, that it was 

" unable to discover any reason why Act XXIX of 1850 shonld not be 
made a general Act," and to advocate also the introduction of tiie penal 
clause I have above proposed. 

Government will readily appreciate the difficulty tliis Department, or 
in its place the Police, mast contend with in any combined effort for the 
suppression of this formidable evil, if the criminals detected should be 
inadequately punished, of which the instance quoted in paragraph 50 
of this report is an example. The crime is oommitted by small isolated 
parties, generally altogether unconnected with each other. My pred^ 
cesBor, whenever alluding to them in his report to Government, has ever 
designated them as desultory offenders, depredating independently of each 
other, Tbe only persons known to practise the crime professionally were 
some Paraees and Vior Chnmars, both low-caste Hindoo tribes. But 
according to the information now possessed, the crime is resorted to, not 
aa a distinct profesdon, but as a ready means of robbery by every de- 
scription of budtiuuh, or loose character of every creed and denomination, 
not particular how they acquired what they desired to appropriate, and 
ready to undertake any act of villany, "to aid in a dacoitee, to serve as a 
lailial in a zemiodaree quarrel, to assist in a strangling, or some other 
act of secret butchery," or to lurk upon the road with poison ready " for 
the first unwary traveller." They do not, in as much is known of them, 
form any thug association, nor has any circumstance as yet transpired to 
identify them (except the cases I have before spoken of in the Punjab) 
with the trae tkugi. I have at this moment before me a budmasb 
recently arrested, who has compaitted murders with sword, with bludgeon, 
by poison, by strangling, or in any way the opportunity and Wio means 
at hand prompted. He was a " Gentleman of the Road," like the asso- 
ciates he had picked up, assuming various disguises, as the occasion 
required. It may easily be supposed that wh^e the spectacle was once 
offered of the impunity with which poisoners escaped and the rsje in- 
stances of their detection, added to the ease with which the deadly drugs 
weie procurable, tbe crime would readily be followed by the numerous 
objects who in this countiy so sueoesafally preyed upon the community, 
and were ready to turn their hands to any act of villany. The practice 
of empoisonroent would thus be speedily taken up by them without their 
necessarily forming any general confederacy for the purpose. It has been 
observed tlwit where crime was the lesson taught, it rarely failed to 
happen that the common people should in no way be behind in resort- 
ing to it. It was Sir William Sleeman's opinion, however, that the 
design of these poisoners alniost always was to destroy lite. But 
subsequent experience has convinced me that their intention generally 
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only is to commit robbery while their viotiiaB should be in a state of 
inaensibility from the effects of the drug or poison administered ; that 
the quantity administered is ^ven at a hazard according to the practi- 
tioner's individual idea of the sense-retaining &culty of the person 
to be practised upon, and that the unfortunate man is left to recover 
or die, as the chance may be. Owing to the crime being committed by 
only small gangs who did not act in concert with each other, and by 
To the 8«»t«7 to th» Gor- both sexes, it was my late predecessor's opi- 
entment of indiH, No. u, dated uioB that the Approver System coold not 
UiB 7th April 1854, paragraph ]^ brought to bear upon them with any 
effect, and that the suppression of the evil 
should be left to the local Police, but I am otherwise impressed. I 
consider that the crime has gained that head that no effort should 
be left untried for putting down an evil of so frightful a magni- 
tude. It is true that Sir William Sleeman had also recorded that the 
system which had enabled us to put down the thug aseociationB 
could not be applied with any fair prospect of success to the suppres- 
sion of these particular criminals. He said that white the gangs of 
thngs were large and constantly united in the perpetration of their 
terrible vooatioD, and only required a few of the accomplices for the 
detection and prosecution of the whole body, the gangs of poisoners 
were on the contrary very small, and being rarely associated with each 
other would neoessitate the admission as approvers of two or perhaps 
a third man out of each gang for the conviction of hut a few others. 
The force of this is to be admitted when considered with reference to 
the readier and least expensive method of suppr^aing a large body 
of men by the evidence of the smallest number of accomplices. But 
if , as I cannot but believe. Government should not object under so 
dire a necessity to subsist a larger body of approvers than usual, it is 
no argument against the adoption of the Approver System for the same 
effectual suppression of a crime, the continued prevalence of which 
might otherwise be, in the words of His Honor the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of the North- Western Provinces, an approbrium to our rule. Sven 
should the system serve to rid the society of Ha pesta by small instal- 
ments only, a good deal would still be attained, for it may reasonably 
be inferred that the example in sucoesgion of the fate of each body of 
them, however small its number, would certainly conduce, at no very 
remote period, to deter the many in the continued reckless career of 
a crime which they should perceive was so steadily and surely follow- 
ed up by the punishment it evoked. The great difficulty, in my own 
apprehension, only is iia state of tie law for the lufficient puniakmenl 
of the miiereants, <md for a tueeesijkl adoption of the Approver Sgtlemfor 
their effectual suppression. It will be phun to the understanding of 
His Lordship in Council that an accomplice whose evidence it should 
be desirable to secure as a Government approver, would not, when under 
sentence of imprisonment for a short or limited period only, with the 
prospect of eventual restoration to liberty, give the same evidence as 
that man who should have been sentenced to death or to transporta- 
tion for life with no such prospect before him. The experience of 
this Department is that the evidence of the former is, as a general 
rule, given with reservation. He has not much to lose or to be 
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afraid of hy withholding his evidence or by aocnsing innocent 
persons, and he need not fear the detection he is liable to, however 
sure the process. But the life-seatenced approver has eveiythin^ tn 
lose and to he afraid of. When detected in giving false or partial 
evidence, which generally be is sure to be, his conditional pardon is 
revoked, the sentence hitherto held in abeyance is carried out, asil 
he reverts to the punishment from which he had escaped only so long 
as he had chosen to speak the truth. The existing law against poisoning 
does not procure that sentence of extreme or the last punishment, and 
except it should do so, these criminals must continue to flourish, for 
tbey can seldom be detected in the very act. Tbe poisons admiuistered 
are found in the jungles or on the roadside. Only one person ad- 
ministers the dose, and he does so generally in the most guarded dis- 
guise.' His associates remain in the background, and only appear on 
the scene when insensibility has been tbe too certain result. If tbe 
victims do not die, they recover but slowly. Stupefaction has been 
their condition for a long time, perhaps for days, and they awake t<> 
consciousness in bewilderment. Every opportunity has been afforded 
for the escape of tbe criminals. Or should they he arrested, how should 
tbey, except on extraordinary occasions, be recognised by persons but 
just escaped Irom tbe jaws of death and awaken to life but to learn 
that a near relative or dear friend but now their cherished and beloved 
companion sleeps in death at the hands of the very ruffians from whom 
they had themselves so narrowly escaped ? Nearly deprived of life, 
robbed of their all, perhaps reduced to beggary, and in deep affliction, 
little dependence could be placed for reliable evidence from such stricken 
persons. TAe impumty of the citlprift U tie 
almost sure result. It is on these grounds 
that I would earnestly urge an alteration in 
the law. A most experienced Government officer, the late Mr. Dam- 
pier, submitted his deliberate opinion that a heavier punishment should 
always be given to this class of offenders. " He would never," he said, 
" ffive lest than imprisonment for lift, as such men should (like 
the thugs) not be allowed again to be at large to the injury of tbe 
community. That death does not ensue in every case is not the 
fault of the meetawallaht (as Mr. Dampier designated the criminals) 
administering the drug in food or water ; it arises from the mercet 
chances, — whether the stomach of the receiver is full or empty, the 
victim robust or weak, or upon tbe quantity of mixed food swtJlowcd 
before the e£Pect of the drug appears ; and it is, I think, a mistake to 
charge this class of miscreants with administering intoxicating drugs 
when the parties recover, when ihey are always poiaonous drugs depend- 
ent for their fatal ePect on the quantity which the victim may swallow, 
or other circumstances, not on any designed will of the administerer." 

Eitr&ct (ptiTagrtiphs 1 audfi) iiomaletter from the Offioiating Sacretary to theQov- 
emment of India, Foreifni DepaTiment, to the address of the General Superin- 
tendent,— (No. 6343, dated the LOth September 1861. 

PiM-a. 4.— •■In paragraph 56 of your report you state that, under 
the existing Law, the Thuggee Department have difficulty in dealing 
with tbe crime of poisoning and robbery by administering poisonous 
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dragB, whidh is extentdveljr practised all over India ; and yoo thoiefor* 
recommead that Aot XXIX of 1850, which is at present limited only 
to the jorisdiction of the Supreme Courts of the presidency towns, 
should be extended to &11 India. His ExcelleDcy in Couuoil, however, 
does not think it neeessary to act on your snggieBtion in this respect, 
as the case seems to be fully met by clause 328 of the new Penal Code ; 
neither can His Ezcelleocy in Cooncil consent to your proposal that 
the possession of poisonous drugs without a license should be made 
penal. 

5. Yon further propose that the Approver System should be followed 
in the Thug^;ee Department with reference to cases of poisoning. The 
Goveroor-Oeneral in Cooncil, however, does not concur in your views 
of the expediency of this proposal. There is a vast difference between 
the mode in which the crime of poisoning is practised and the crime 
of thuggee by strangulation, which, although happily now almost 
extinct, was formerly committed by organised bands having ramifica- 
tions through all India, and to the detection of which the only clue was 
to be obtained from the evideaoa of approvers taken independently in 
different parte of the conntiy, and recorded without reference to its 
immediate application in any individual case. 



Ftom U. H. ConsT, Sbq., iDspector-Oenenl of Police, North- Westeni FronnoM, to 
Sib Gbobob Coopsb, Bart, ttnd O.B., Swretuy to the QoTemment of the 
North-Weatern Provmceii,— No. 476A^ dated Nynee Tal, the Idth September 1868. 

I have the honor to forward herewith, and in original. Captain 

F^n. Captam Wat««, Mo. 49, d^ the ^ateon's report of his proceed- 

irtb of Joly 1862. ""ffs under the comtnisBion given 

From CBptnin Wataoa, No. 60, dated ths him, with the papers enumerated 

21« of Julj :88a. in the niarein. This report has 

TraDBlaCioD of conieiaion br MDUBmnt . i -Ti. i i it i. ■ iir i 

ChowraiBia, '*^'^ Submitted by Uaptam Wat- 

TnkDBlation of coafeision by Mnsaamat son in the belief that he IS unable 

Pnrtabiw. . ,. to obtain more information of the 

QoMtioni bj Inapector-GenerBl, and repliM „„„_, (L.i^ __. „n^nnht«Uv af 
Iherato by Captain Wataon. gS"&« "'*'' ^^ unaoUDMtuy at 

Copy of judgment of 3ndder Niiamnt wofk in cousequeuce of the Order 
Adawlot in crm of Uoiernment d. Buddaah of the Government of India, di- 
aodothori. reeting that, in cases of thuggee 

by administration of poieonous drugs evidence of accomplices may be 
obtained by offer of conditional pardon, but not from condemned offenders 
as approvers, a,ui in consequence of the retractation of the confessions or 
informations obtained consequent on this order, and the release by the 
Sudder Nizamut of four persons twice convicted by the Judge of Bena- 
res of murder and thuggee, who were first arraigned on the informations 
given by these women, on the belief that tJiey would become approvers. 

2, Captain Watson's duties as Superintendent of the Benares Police 
do not, moreover, admit of his giving the time that should be devoted 
to enquiries so important as these, and he therefore hopes the commis- 
sion given him may cease to have effect. 

3. In par^^phs 344<, 345, and 346 of my annual report for the 
past year, I attempted to shew the difference between a pardoned 
offender and an approver;— to shew that the evidence of a pardoned 
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sccomplic« may be valuable against the perpetraton of an individual 
firime, bat not against the members of auooiations for the commission 
of crimes snob as thnggeej wbether by further administration of poison, 
or by strangalation, many of whom are at large, and some of whom 
may not even be known to the informer, who nerertbelees becomes hate- 
ful to all. To giro information agiunst a gang is in simple truth 
equivalent to a sentoQCe of death, and unless the informer is kept in 
custody, and under the protection of a jail, reliable information will 
never be gives by accompliccH in secret syBtematical crime. 

4<. Captain Chamberlain, Assistant to the CommisBioner for the 
EUppression of Thuggee and Dacoitee, who has bad great practical expe- 
rience in these matters, writes to me as follows ;— 

"lam quite of acoord witli yon aa to tiie ntmuiitji et bowing Om Appnnar Bjtteia 
and the fiebleii«M of twr luiHiirw otherwlia. I believe, too, that the aame aiiom applies 
to paisonoia as it did to the ragolar Btrangler ttaagi — ' once a thng alwnja a thag.' 

" The i«*f of the coufeaain^ prisoDera alwavg viill tell a certain nmonnt of falaebooJ, 
aod Major Hervey otged the Approver Sjatam on Qovemment, J think, without leaving an 
argmneut onaaad to prore Ita deairabilitf."— (Extract from demi-offioial letter dated th« 
13th of Ha; lH6a.) 

6. Captain Watson has been disoouraged by discovering that the 
iuFormatious given to him are full of falsehoods ; that althongb some of 
the crimes related have in reality occurred, of others no informatioD or 
corroborating proof can be found ; and in some caeca there is good reason 
to believe that crimes have been fabricated from motives of enmity. 
Nothing else can be expected from persons %nder trial or from pardoned 
offenders. Friends will be sheltered, and to make up the full tale and 
supply deficiencies stories will be invented. The idea is seized that the 
narrating of a long series of crimes will lead to escape from the penal- 
tiesj if any, in which the former was concerned. The whole truth is 
not told in those that are fundamentally true, either from doubt as to 
ultimate pardon or punishment, and from fear of the consequences bo the 
informer on full deteila being given ; from fear of vengeance of accom- 
plices denounced ; from desire to screen some favourite amongst the 
criminals, or other motives ;— -whereas an approver dare not tell a lie. 
He is a convicted offender, under reprieve of sentence conditional on 
his telling the truth, whole truth, and notbing but the truLh. He has 
nothing to fear from telling the truth; everything to fear from false 
denunciation- And although it may be necessary to put him in con- 
stant remembrance of the conditions of reprieve, it hoe been found that 
the evidence or information given by these is truthful, corroborated by 
facts elicited on further local enquiry; and consequently, on being 
tested, finds value in a court of justice. 

6. Although Captain Watson has not succeeded in discovering or 
arresting the men composing Zaliin Sing's or any other gang, I think 
he has succeeded in collecting most valuable information ; that he has 
established the fact that robbery by administration of poison, both with 
murder or without, is a crime committed by associations of criminals, 
worldog ifhder acknowledged leaders in particular spheres. The inform- 
ations forwarded by Captain Watson, others lately obtained by Captain 
Chamberlain, concord in establishing this euppositioo, and the stribngly 
exact similarity of cironmstances attending the crimes committed in the 
same sphere or tract of country affords, in my mind, the most con- 
vincing, though collateral, proof in support of this theory. 
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7. AUhoagh there is no doubt but that Chowraasia's conreBsiou te 
full of lies (most probablj the crimes detailed did oconr, though iu 
other localities)^ etOl a little examiDatioo will shew that these confessious 
contain muoh truth, and that where they differ the rariatioQ ie such 
only as to testify to the troth of the story as a whole. 

S. I will take the robbery said to have been oommitted at Eoosmye 
in the G-omckpors District. I select it because it is detailed by both, 
is said by both to have been committed under the direction of Zaiim 
Sing-, by whom the plunder was received. 

9, It must be remembered that when Bnj Bussia made her confes- 
siouj Chowrassia was not known. It was not until February, or six 
months after, that she was apprehended ; she was not then aware of the 
nature of the confession made by Brij Bussia. Her uarrative is chiefly 
of crimes committed by a second gang under DultummUn Sing, and 
her oonnection with Zaiim Sing was, acooidiug to her confession, of very 
short duration. But sbe relates the same crime that had been related 
six mouths before by Brij Bussia, and it is an improbability amounting 
almost to an impossibility that the main points of the story should be 
at variance with truth, 

Brij Sunia't ttarraiiet lalat on tie \6th 
of Oetobar. 
After release from impriBOnment; for 
tliefb, I weat to Seotone Bamna^et and 
made tlie acqnaiatance of two men named 
Jogger Snath and Jowala Persbad ; tbese 
perions told me that they were the seryanla 
of a lUjah Zaiim Sing, (Dd that thej were 
looking ont for a, female servant for hU 
Bonee. I went with them to the Biyab's 
howse and obi^oed service. The day I 
obtained aerviee the Big'ah Bet oat for Nepal, 
fmd remained there a year. In onr com- 
pany was a woman named Chowraula 
(whose statement is opposite) as well as the 
itanee Lnlloo, and anotber female named 
Badmejan, of the Kahar caste ; and three 
men, whose namei were Kamdyal Sing, 
Soelato Sing, and Jowahir Sing, begidea the 
above-named Janala Pershad and Jagger 
Nanth and Seo Bui Eahar, and eome ten 
man besides, whose names I cannot re- 
member. 

" After redding in Nepal we retoraod to 
Oomckpore, and lived in the eity for two 
months. It was abont this IJme that I and 
Chowraaaia were sent to drug pereona with 
dhatoorn, and we were both directed to do 
this by the Itajah and Kanee, who explained 
that they were in want of money. At a 
place called Koashoomlye (properly Eoos- . 
bye. Bide Captain Watson's marginal note), 
WB got into company with two travellers, 
and after a time we gave them dhatoora 
in their food, and robbed them of two gold 
mohurs. A mittree, who lived near the 
scene of this occnrrencc, discovered us, and 
having beaten as, gave as into cnitody and 
aent OS to the ch^kee of Feimj. Here 
the travellers eompoiiuded the nUiiir, anil Iho 
Police let us go. We gave the pluudLV to 



JUtmnMBf Ciowraina't 

on (is IZtA of Fehrmarg. 
In the month of Pebrosry, four years 
ago, a servant named Badmyan Kahar, and 
another of the same calte, whose name J do 
not now remember, came to me from 
C)ernckpore, and said that the Rajah Want- 
ed ms. I went with them to Oorackpore 
to Bajah Zaiim Bing. He and Lnlloo his 
Ranee told me and Uasaamat Brij Bansia, 
"Qo and poison people, get some money, 
and yon shall be rewarded r' so land Brg 
BoBsia started from Gomckpore for a nad- 
dee about fear or five miles to the east of 
Goractpore. It was 12 o'clock in th» dai 
when we halted at the nnddee (In whicL 
there was water) for the pnrpose of eating 
oar parched grain. Two Hindoo travellers 
came op and commenced langhing aad 
joking with ns, acd said to us. "Think 
abont something to eat and drink." Hrij 
Bnsaia then said, " We have already eaten i 
bnt if you require anything give me acme 
pice and 111 get you some food. I will 
aftarwatds accompany yoq, as I have got 
no masUr." They gave her three annas 
and told her to bring oheera and dabee. 
Brij Bussia and 1 went to the bazar, three 
or four beegahs away from the place; we 
purchased chcera for half the money and 
diihee and buttermilk with the other h:tlf. 
Brij BuBsia washed the cheern in water, and 
mixed the dahee and bnttermilk with it, 
into which we pnt the dhatoora and the 
khurreearees. Both the travellers partoiA 
of it. and two hoars afterwards' became 
insensible from the effects. We toot the 
gold mohnrs which were snspended from 
the necka of the travellen. Tliis was wit- 
nessed by a person whose name and caste 
I do not know, and by a villnge chowkesdar. 
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Brij BtmiU'i narrafm lakm on (lU IM JfiiMiHmrf Ckom-OMtit^t »arrat4m lattnifm 

of (MaA«r-«ontd. Ika iitiqf Ifoiembar—eoMd.. 

Jomls P«nhad, ucordiDg to the oiden wboM nuns ii kUo aakaowD to me. They 

McdTed ttota tiie Rajah. Thii happened e>me nuiniiig np, and beatieg ni with ahoe^ 

four jeui ago. effected oar Apprebeiuioa. They took uj to 

the tlunniih of the Tiling, which I da not 

know. When the traTellera o&me U> their 

1 MDH* tbej wud that they had loat Dothiog 

and brongrht no chsi^e aga[n>t na, that thej 

were nljafled, and were gtnng on to get 

married. We were then releaaed, and went 

with the gold mohnn to Ri^ah Zalim Sing, 

and lave them up U> him. 

10. It is not possible to donbt bot that these two women were engaged 
in this offence of wbioh their oonfeeaions agree in all its prominent 
features. Captaio W&teoa made a personal enquiry in the village which 
Chowraasia pointed oatj and found out that the crime had really 
occurred, although Brij Buesia was declared to have been alone in the 
commiseion. The two travellers could not of course be found, and it is 
not surprising that the information gathered in the village after the 
lapse of four years, and having reference to a crime concealed and hushed 
np at'the first, should be somewhat at variance with the accounts given 
by those concerned, 

11. I now ooDsider how far Captain Watson's euqairies lead to the 
belief of the existence, at a former period, of an organised gang under 
pteudo-&a,iB.h Zalim Sing. 

li. Both Brij Susaia and Chowrassia (who was named by Brij 
Bnssia) state that they were employed by Zalim Sing and his wife, 
known as the Ranee Lolloo, to commit robberies by the administration 
of dhatoora and khurreearee (the latter is, I beheve, a preparation from 
the root of the Nerum odoraium or sweet-scented oleander, the medi- 
cinal properties of which are described in the new Indian Gardener as 
follows : fhe bark of the root and leaves exiemaliy applied are dy 
native doctors considered repellanli, tig root taken internally being 
foitonoM.) 

13. Aa I have attempted to shew above, their stories vary in minor 
matters, but tally so exactly in more prominebt points ae to convince 
one of their reality. The very discrepancies testify to truth, and shew 
that (as was the case] neither had opportunity to make up a &bricated 
tale in concert with the other, 

14. Both name Zalim Sing as their employer ; both assert that he 
was the head of a gang, that he died, and bis wife LuUoo absconded. 
Both agree in denouncing one or two persons, *'. «., Bndmyan, Kaharin, 
Budduab ; though Chowrassia names some Brij Bussia does not men- 
tion, and vice versd. 

Amongst the persons denounced hy Brij Bussia were two women, 
Rudduah of Kamnuggnr, and a servant of here nauied Soomerkhee, a 
prostitute, " poisoners by trade." 

16. Sabsequeut enquiries proved that here again her story was true. 

17. Both were apprehended. In Rudduah'e house a large quantity 
of dhatoora, khurreearee, arsenic, and other poisons were found, both 
in the raw and in a prepared state. Soomerkhee, on being apprehended, 
and on being confronted with Brij Bussia, made a clean confession of 
her crimes, declaring that Rudduab was the employer of Bilassee and 
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Parbuttee, prostitutea, being in the Dal Hardoee Mohallab, who de- 
stroyed bj poieoQ those decoyed into the brothel and then plandered their 
property. The case of Ut«r ocourreQce she partieulariy related, vie., 
the murder of one Jugg^ut whom she had herself enticed to the house, 
detailing, amongst other circumstances, the following facts: That a 
sepu^te room was required for her and deceased, and that Bilassee had 
accordingly removed a yonng girl named Moonya and sent her upstairs ; 
that after giving him khurreearee he vomited considerably and died ; 
that his body was thrown into the Changes by body-carriers hired by 
Bilassee with the aid of Gunesh Pershad, who frequented th^ house 
and was intimately associated in these crimes, and that in consequence 
of the vomiting the floor had to be replastered. 

18. The hoQse indicated was immediately examined, and this waa 
found to be correct. On removing the plaster filth was found, which 
Bilassee and Parbuttee explained was in consequence of a visitor having 
been ill wiUi dysentery. 

19. The crime having been detected, further evidence was obtained. 
Moonya, the girl, said that Soomerkhee brought a man to the house; 
that she was sent upstairs, where she was looked op nntil the third day. 
On returning the third day she found her room fresh plastered. 

20. Lahoree, a servant in the brothel, deposed to the arrival of the 
traveller with Soomerkhee; that the door was opened by Moonya as she 
was ill ; that Moonya was locked up for three days to prevent her going 
to her room, and that she had replastered the floor to conceal the yrotA 
that was on it. She acknowledged first to having been told of the 
murder, and on farther questioning to having seen the body removed. 

SI. Lukbputteea, the mother of Moonya, who was living with 
Ruddnah, gave unwilling evidence to the return of Soomerkhee to 
Auddnah, and to the receipt by the latter of 50 rupees. 

22. The disclosure here made caused considerable excitement and 
horror in the city of Benares. Soomerkhee waa first taken as Queen's 
evidence against her associates, and after a long trial Rudduah, Bilassee, 
and Parbuttee were condemned by the Sessions Jndge and the Assessors, 
and sentence of death passed. The trial was quashed by the Judges of 
the Sadder Nizamut on the ground that Mussamat Soomerkhee had not 
been made an approver in the manner laid down for the Thoggee Depart- 
ment, and tb^ remarked that she shonld have been tried on her own 
confession. If this confession were supported by collateral and corro- 
borative evidence, she should be convicted on it, sentenced, and her 
sentence forwarded to the Sadder Court for confirmation. This was 
done ; she was sentenced to death for the murder of Juggut, as all the 
details of her confession had been most fully corroborated. Her sentence 
was commuted to imprisonment for life. 

23. The prisoners Rudduah, &c., were again brought to trial, hav- 
ing been again convicted by another officer as judge and by another 
jury. They have, however, been released by the Sudder Court on the 
ground that there is no proof that Juggut was ever murdered (though 
they have sentenced Soomerkhee for the murder), and because they 
discredit the witnesses, who are of infamous character and profesBion. 

24f. It was not to be expected that other than persons of infamou 
habits would be found cognizant of scenes such as these, or of muiderg 
committed inside a brothel ; but it appears that it was forgotten thas 
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these witneeses gave most unwilliDg evidence; \a fact, they woold have 
given no information at all had not the orimebeen brong-hthome too close 
to them to be pleasant. It is oertcun they would not, and did not; tell 
a word more tban they coald help, and the strong collateral and corro- 
borative evidence against Rudduah, by the finding in her house of the 
very poisons which Soomerkbee alleged were need in destroying her 
victims, was entirety overlooked, or at all events escaped mention on the 
groands recorded for the release of the prisoners. 

25. However, it is sot my part to oomment upon this jadgment, and 
it would be useless to do so. The efi^ of it has, however, been to 
effectually close the door of information against as. Chowrassia is no'W 
doggedly silent, and retracts every word of the confession made by her 
to Captain Wateon, 

26. The reason of this is sufiSciently self-evident. She dare not give 
iDfonnatioQ of a gang many, of whose members are onknown to her 
by name, and of whom the members she did and can name are at large. 
To do so would be almost certain death to her so soon as at large and 
beyond the protection afforded by a jail, which must follow apon the 
pardon, conditional or otherwise, of any crijainal. 

27. To return, however, to Zalim Sing's gang. I have before stated 
both Brij Bassia and Chowrassia assert they were employed by him, that 
he was at the head of a gang of poisoners. The truth of their story is 
corroborated by the agreements in, as well as by the very discrepancies 
of, their statements, by the fact that Soomerkbee and Rudduah denounced 
by them were found to be followers of this profession in its worst form. 

28. I will now see how far this is likely to be true from the character, 
habits, or associates of the men denoanced. 

29. Regarding Zalim Sing and the Ranee Lnlloo, Captain Watson 
writes as follows : — 

" [ traced Zalim Sing from one boose id wbich hs bad rcuded to another, and foand 
that be bad chsoged hii raBid^ue three timea. I tmik the doptwitioBi of his diffinunt 
laDdholdarf, and I awertalDod froni tbeio that the j>M«({o-Ri^ah waa nndoDbtedly a looaa 
character, and that be was in daily inteicourBfl nith suspicioaa-lookiDg' peTBona; sad ooe 
Inndlord, hj ubidb MqUoo Mnll, of the Lahoree Tolah, itated (hat a robberj which took 
place WBi, be beliereo, committed with the coanivanca of the Banee LoUiM, and that be 
even uHiaud her of the theft^ and that the next daj she fled. Tbia happeued a few days 
after the death of Zalim Siag. Another of the laodlordi named Mannah La)l taroed bini 
ont, M ha oooM not itand tjbe coming and going of improper characteii, and ttered for tbe 
reepectabilitj of bii boaa«." 

MunnoNKD by Bbu Bnseu. 
Jowala Periiad (apprehended). — Sent to Captain Chamberlain, as 
suspicion exists of his being connected with the Oonao thuggee cases. 
Chowrassia, Muddvah, Soomerkhee (undoubted poisoners). 

MsNTicaiaD by Chowkassu. 

Ihtltummun Sing. — Said to be now head of a gang ; this is not 
proved, but Daltnmmun Sing is a proclaimed offender and an undoubted 
bad character. 

Ram C^wrn.— Said to be receiver of plunder from poisoners with 
guilty knowledge. As no property was found, he has been acquitted ; 
but he was reputed and notorious as receive of stolen prc^rty and a 
bad character, and has been dealt with ander Section 296. Act XXV 
of 1861. 



Digitizcc by Google 



Seetul Kooatbee. — No proof obtained of thuggee or admiaUtratioQ 
of poison, but geoeral bad character established, and sentenced under 
Section 296, Act XXV. 

Soondur Lalh — Ditto ditto ditto. 

30. Further, I think the unifonn character of the crimes committed 
in the several districts round Senares, comprising the whole of that 
division, and the Doab as far as Cawnpore, give strong and most con- 
clusive evidence that this crime is perpetrated by a system. Not only 
are tlie methods employed of decoying the victims the same, the poisons 
used are identical ; though deadly in any quantity, they are administered 
in every case in such quantity as to stupefy only ; and the occurrences of 
these crimes take place at such distances from each other, and yet 
frequently so hear in the time of occurrence, as to preclude the idea of 
being committed by the same individuals. 

31. In the Oudh territory another plan of attack is pursued, and 
the same feature attend eases which occur there in the districts extend- 
ing to Calpee and to the Fottehghur District. 

SS. In Benares the victims are intiariail^ travellers, who are accosted 
on the road; they are asked the place to which they are travelling, and 
the poisoners invariably assert that they are going to another place in 
the same direction, either beyond or before the place named, and they 
then propose to travel together. This they do for two or more journeys 
(apparently required to obtain confidence) ; they then get the opportunity 
of purchasing or cooking food for the parly, in which they mii sufficient 
dhatoora or khurreearee to stupefy. On recovery (which occupies from 
12 to 48 hours) the travellers find their property and companions gone. 

33. In Oonao the victims are almost invariably murdered (at all 
. _, . . . events, I believe this is the case), or the follow- 
• Thia graig has been . i ■ j . a rm. ■ ■4.1. i.- 

npprehendeir The fnU "ig plan IS adopted : The poisoner with his 
convinciag proof of gniit family, or persons said to be his family, hire* 
g^^^y Capt^ a bailee and bullocks for the journey. On the 
road the owner of the cart is poisoned (not mur> 
dered), and the poisoners decamp with the bailee. These cases have 
occurred as high up as the District of Mozufiernng^r, but not one case 
of this character has occurred round Benares, 

34. Now, I presume that each clan of crime is perpetrated by a 
gang on a system laid down, and if so, that the members of this gang 
work with a knowledge of, and in mission with, each other. Were there 
no evidence in support of this view, the very peculiar similarity between 
every case occurring in the same tract would induce belief to this effect. 

35. But 1 consider satisfactory proof has been obtained ; and whilst 
writing this report I have received from Captain Chamberlain copies 
of revelations, made by others now in his custody, concerning the exist- 
ence of a gang. 

36. In the course of enquiries by Captain Watson, a woman, named 
Purtabooj was apprehended. The evidence against her was so clear, she 
had no course left but to make a clean breast of it. Her confession 
(which has been verified in many respects, and is amongst the papers 
forwarded herewith) commences with the announcement, '^ I am a thug 
and a member of a gang of thugs; we plnnder by administering 
dhatoora and depriving victims of sensibility, but do not take life," the 
words being 
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11/^ i-/ ^ Jjl ^l;4*^*J r* *^'^ ^ ^>^ ^j'** ^ » 

S7. As Captain Watson's tianslatioD differs, I have given the above 
extract from her vernacular confession, and appended a fuller ttanslation 
of my own. 

38. If the revelations or confessions forwarded with Captain Watson's 
report, the collateral and corroborative evidence obtained from circua- 
itaneet, from the characters of those implicated, and from the aniform 
character of the crimes committed in different parts of the country, are 
snoh as to convince or to lead to a conclnsion that robbery by adminis- 
tration of poison is an ofFence committed by associations of men and 
women, I venture to ask whether extraordinary laws and measures 
are not required for the suppression of such crime. 

Sd. I am convinced that this crime can only be suppressed by strin- 
gent measures and through the agency employed in the suppression of 
thug^pee under another form,— that is, through convicted criminals. I am 
convinced that the punishment awardable under Section 328, Act XLV 
of 1860, is insufEcicnt to deter from the commiSHioo of tiiis oSence, 
which, although there may be desire to stupefy only, is frequently 
followed by fatal results, life or death depending on circumstances be- 
yond the control or judgment of the offender ; and I am further con- 
vinced that a law is necessary regulating the sale and the posseeeion 
of poisonous and deleterious drugs, and for meeting cases like that of 
Mussamut Rudduah, who was found in possession of made-up pills of 
dhatoora, arsenic, for no other possible object than that of causing death 
or insensibility. 

40. I am supported in these opinions by Colonel Hervey and his 
officers for the suppression of thu^ee^ and, I believe, by every Magis- 
trate of these Provinces. 

41. I append to this report a list of gangs asserted to have been 
or to be in existence by the women apprehended by Captain Watson, 
and which should be a subject of continuous enquiry. 

42. I consider that Captain Watson's commission has not been 
fruitless; that he has obtained a great deal of valuable information, 
which can and probably would be the means of obtaining a full and 
correct exposure of an extensive system of crime uuder the practice of 
the Thuggee Department ; and I trust the Honorable the Lieutenant- 
Governor will see reason to be satisfied with what he has done, under 
very great difficulties and in excess of duties already sufficiently arduous. 

4S. I would recommend the convicted prisoner Soomurkhee be made 
over to Colonel Hervey for custody, with the same privileges as other 
convicted criminals admitted as approvei's; that the prisoners Brij 
Bussia, Chowrassia, Kulbussia, and Purtaboo be made over to Captain 
Chamberlain, together with all informations, evidences, or other docu- 
ments now in Captain Watson's hands; and as it appears to me most 
desirable that Purtaboo and Brij Bussia should, after conviction, be 
retained as approvers, I would advise that Captain Chamberlain be 
directed to await the orders of Qovernment of India before deciding on 
their ulterior destiny. 
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From CUTUK JoBM Thobithiu Watboit, HtiRwtrate on Special Dn^, Beiua«<, to 
X. H. CoOKT, Eaq^ Ins^tor-General of Pdice, NoitE-Westeni Provinces, — 
No. 40, dated BenuM, Um 17th Jnlj 1862. 

I have tlie honor to lay before yoa a brief aarratire of my prooeed- 
JDgs and of the enquiries I haye made regarding the crime of dhatoora 



Permit me to preface this report by 'reminding yon that my investi- 
gatione have been carried on concurrently with my ordinary duties as a 
Police Officer, and whilst preparing for an examination, the result of 
which would very materially affect my future prospects. 

I feel this explanation necessary, as I have to solicit your forbearance 
towards my shortcomiogs, and because my auccesa has not been com- 
mensurate with the sanguine anticipations with which I entered upon 
this duty. 

In the month of Angnst 1861, 1 was informed by a constable em- 
ployed by me in a detective capacity that a woman who bad been im- 
prisoned in the Senares Jail could make a revelation which might prove 
of interest. I directed that this woman should be brought to me, and 
£rom her I learnt that a female named Brij Bussia, at that time incar- 
cerated for theft Iw administering dhatoora, could make a statement and 
oonfeesion which might lead to the discovery of great crimes. 

I lost no time in obtaining permission to see this woman, and the 
story she narrated to me was wntten down from her dictation and a copy 
was sent to you. The result of this step was that I was honored by s 
special commission to investigate the truth of my informant's revela- 
tions, and to follow up any clue she might give me for the purpose of 
bringing to justice such of her acoompticea as she might denounce. 
After a eh(»t interval my powers were extended, and I was permitted 
to take cognizance of all cases of dhatoora poisoning which might be 
brought to light in the course of my investigations, and such cases, 
when proved, I was directed to commit to the Sessions. 

In drawing up this report it appears to me that the dearest way of 
setting before yoo the resolt of my enquiries will be to give yoa a dose 
translation of salient points of the statement or confession of each ap- 
prover, and marginally to note the steps taken and the persons appre- 
hended in consequence. It will then be apparent at a glance what 
resnlts have been achieved, and also what portion of the confession has 
borne the test of investigation and enquiry. I will also send you the 
vernacular confession in full, which can be compared vritb my ab- 
stract. 

B'if Buttia'g eonfeMvm. — My name is Brij Bussia. My father's 

name was Jewrah, of the Rajpoot caste ; I was born in the vilkga 

of Doolnah, in the district of Chuprah, and was married to a man 

, , ... ,. named Jye Narain Sipg. I lived 
(1) I u™ reuon to beUeve he u. .bU ^ve. ^^j^ ^^_^ ^j„ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^j ^^^^^ 

four years after which I left my home with my children, a boy and girl. 

1 married the girl to the son of Doorga Roy. I committed a theft at 

Rampore and was imprisoned for 

'^* ^'*"- two years in the Goruckpore (2) 

Jail. When the term of my imprifloument had expired I went to 
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«t..^-. -J jv. Sewhoney, Ramnugerer, and made 
Apprehended ; rtrict eDqniriee made, but ,, -'. ' ,7° ' , 

owing to hii reticence no facta elicited ; lent the acquaintanoeof two men named 
on toU>jorChaiDberl>in,a*asnfpicioneiista Jugger Nauth and Jowala (3) 
of his beinft in some waj connected with tJie Perehad. These persOnB told me 
nao ng^ee casei. ^j^^^ were the servants of a Raja 

Zaiim Sing, and that they were looking cut for a female servant for his 
Ranee. I went with them to the Raja's huose and obtained service. 
The day I obtained service the Raja set out for Nepaul and remained 
there a year. In car company was a woman named Chowrassia (I), as 
, . well as the Ranee (5) Lulloo, and 

(6) No trace 7et diacovored. (o) of the Kahar caste, and three 

(7. 8, », 10. 11) Many effort* have been men whose names are Bam Dayal 

madeto8mrtthe«,pe™,n.,bnt I regret to gj ,7, Seetaloo Sing (8), and 

Jowahir Sing (9); besides the 

above named Jowala Fershad and JnggerNauth (10) and Sew fiux 

Kahar (1 1), and some ten men besides whose names I cannot recollect. 

After reading in Nepani we returned to Oorackpore and lived in the 

. , , ., . . ■ ,. city for two months. It was about 

(12)An™h™lA..A™rf— oip.g,13. j^/ ^^^ j^^j J ^^j Chowrwei. 

(12) were sent to drug persons with dhatoora, and we both were ditect- 
ed to do this by the Raja and Ranee, who explained that they were in 
, „ , ,, ... want of money. At a place called 

(15) Properlj Kooebjej the error in the k-„„„l„„„i,„„ /n o\ „„ „ t : i 
name led tomnoh del.j In finding tie wene Kooshoombye (13) we got into 
of the occnnence. I went my>elf to Oomck- company with two travellers, and 
poTB and psTBonallj aacertain^ that in ewen- after ft time we gave them dha- 
tial points the oonfewion of the crime said to *^_. ;„ ii,^_ f„^ .„ j _-,kknJ 
have been comraittedatKooebye did notagree «><"* '" ™"f '™ "^^ robbed 
with the facte of the case a» aeoertained by them 01 two gold mohurs. A 
enqairiee on the spot. There tha witneaeea mistry, who lived near the SOene 

s^^^hL^Tz^LSLfsrxr""*" "^^ ?<«™». ^'«^. «■ 

and having beaten us gave us into 
custody and sent us to the Chowkee of Feiraj ; here the travellers com- 
pounded the aSait, and the Police let as go. We gave the plunder to 
<14) Thi. ri«7 did not it«d thetart of J«"al» PMshad, according to 
inveatJgalioD, and appean to hare been got np the orders received from the Raja, 
with Uie intention of implicating Qbuttee This happened four years ago. 1 
Buriuu,anoldenemyofBriiBo».iaV ^^ drugged a woman (U) and 

boy at Gomckpore and robbed them of a necklace and gave it to Lulloo, 

^., . t 1 J J 1 I ■ J who directed Jowala Fershad to 

(16) Appreheoded and doaely examined; ■ , ., nit_ - u 

oleu- ct i£ blame ae regonb the crime of break it up. The pieces Were sold 

afeeuonal poisoning, bnt discovered to be a through the agency of Ghuttee 

chaiacter and notorion. bon>ebK«ker. nsi Burhai, and I eot my share 

Eetwned to the Oomckpore anthont.-. ^^ ^^^ ^j^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^j ^^^^ 

home and took an opportunity to drug a Brahmin named Buchun Nusr 

(16) and his mother, and having 

(1«) The enquiiie. made into Uie tmth rf ^^^^ ^^ f l^ utensils 

thia itoTT do not eabetantiate the cau^ and the ^ . , ■ . .-, 1 1 

conf««fliOTiha»»ariod at different time*. I fled again to Goruckpore and 

retnrned to my master Zalim 

Sing. I was imprisoned in the 

(17) Brij Bn»ia wm impi-onedjn the Kotwallec (U) on 8 charge of 

Oorackpore Kotwallee, ee itated bj har. , . n i- j ' c. 1 

' theft a few days alter my return, 
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ftnd Zalim Sid^ immediate!}' set out for Baoares by way of Joanpore. 
After twenty days I was released and Tollowed the Raja to Benaree ; both 
the Raja and Ranee told me that in Benarea I ought to get much money 
and sent nje out. In my wanderings I arrived at Ramna^^ir and made 
the aequaintance of a girl named 

(18) Apprahanded and seotenoed to impn- Hn„_^,i,k™.. na\ a 

Jm^tAnifewithkbontrntedtoherS^. ^"^™ (^^> ,?^,^ a woman 

named Ruddoah (19), who were 
poisoners by trade. I stopped a 

(19) Apprehended, r^mmM *»-»?>- night with them and retnmed to 
Ul pnaiihmeDt: rdewwd b; c^der of the -a t li. jo. j 
Sudder Coon. Benares. I attemped afterwards 

to drug some travellers at Fur- 
mckabad, but was apprehended and imprisoned. The Raja was the head 
of a large gang of poisoners ; many persons were in the habit of com- 
ing secretly to him, and whispered conversation used to take place ; 

when I knew him he was engaged 

(20) BnH B«.» rt«tai that w numj « in this profession. While I was 
three or four hundred penonB belonged to . ■ ■, A • r, ,■ a- ,. , , 
Zalim Sing's gang; when aBked how »he m jail Jta]ll Zalim Sing die^, and 
knowB that there were so man; <he lajg that the Ranee fled and took aWay rny 
m conversation wiUi the Kanee Lniioo the boy Beharee. As many as fifteen 
Raja waa reported to have a great number oi ■' , / ■ .1 
follower*. persons have come during the 

night to consult and plot with 
R^a Zalim Sing. He was the chief of as many as three or four 
hundred (20) men and women, all employed in this trade of poi- 
soning. 

As soon as the above statement was made to me, I lost no time in 
endeavouring to ascertain all that I could regarding this so-called Raja 
Zalim Sing, and by degrees 1 learnt the following facts connected with 
him : Sewally, near Jeypore, was informed that a Raja with a body of 
horsemen and some camels had encamped near the village, and that their 
leader being on an expedition might give something towards the shrine 
at which he (Hurdeo) officiated. With this hope the Brahmin prepared 
a present for the It«ja of fruit and flowers and went into the camp, 
where he was well received and obtained 100 rupees for his temple from 
the chief of the party, who was called Zalim Sing. Years passed and 
Hurdeo would have forgotten the circumstance, but his religious duties 
called him to Benares, and one day, while passing through the streets 
of the oity, he heard some one called to him, and on looking up be saw 
a person at a window who beckoned to him to come in ; he did so, and 
found himself in the presence of a man somewhat advanced in life, 
dressed in a slovenly manner, and without any sign of rank or distinc- 
tion. This person reminded him of the gift of 100 rupees to the 
temple of Sewally, and stated that be was the Raja Zalim Sing who had 
been so generous to him on that occasion. The Brahmin Hurdeo, re- 
membenDg the crowds of attendants who had at that time acuompanied 
the Raja, expressed his surprise at the altered condition in which he now 
discovered him, namely, poorly clad and inadequately attended. To this 
Zalim Sing replied that he had lost his property during the mutiny, and 
was then seeking redress from Government. The interview was the 
first of a series which ended in the Biahmin making over to the supposed 
Raja all the money he could spare, not a fraction of which he ever saw 
again, for business recalling him to his home be departed, and on his 
return he found that the person called Zalim Sing was dead, and that 



oyGoogle 



the Ranee Lulloo had fled. When he heard some mouths ago t^at 
eoquiries were being made about the Raja, be came forward and made 
the statement above pfiven. 

1 traced Zalim Siag from one house in which he had resided while 
here to another, and foaud that he had chan^d his residence three times. 
I took the depositions of his different landlords, and I ascertained from 
them that this ^s^tK^'Raja was undoubtedly a loose character, and that 
be was in daily intercourse with suspicions-looking persons ; and one 
landlord, by name Mulloo Mull, of the Lahoree Tolah, stated that a 
robbery which took place about this time was, he believes, committed 
with the connivance of the Ranee Lnlloo, and that he even accused her 
of the theft, and that the next day she fled. This happened a few days 
after the death of Zalim Sing. Another of his landlords, named Munna 
liall, turned him out, as he could not stand the coming aud going of 
improper characters and feared for the reepectability of his house. 

Zalim Sing's statement that be was the Raja of Ghutterpore, Tekoree, 
has proved (as might have have been expected) to be false ; be does not 
appear to have been in any way connected with that family, at least 
none of the numerous enquiries that I have made in any way connect 
him with Chntterpore, Tekoree. My personal enquiries at Goruckpore 
greatly damaged Brij Bussia's character for truthfulness. I found that 
her account of an occurrence in which she had been engaged, and in 
which, according to her statement, she had acted in concert with a 
woman named Chowrassia, was grossly inaccurate, and that she bad 
deceived me in the most essential particulars. I have, moreover, had 
occasion to remark on the variations in her several depositions ; a sudden 
question has often produced an answer completely at variance with pre- 
vious admissions. In short, I think that it is a matter of doaht whether 
Zalim Sing was ever the chief of a band of poisoners ; that he was a 
loose character, and that he was mixed up actively in the disturbances 
of 1857 is, I think, excessively probable; and the fact of his having 
been at the head of an armed band of men fifteen years ago leads me to 
think that he was in all likelihood one of the many freebooters who 
formerly so troubled Bundlecund and the adjacent provinces. He used 
to boast that he had fought against the British in the first Sikh war, 
and Brij Bussia states that he had an interview with the Maharanee 
Chunda in Nepaul. That he came up in 18&7 with evil intentions is not 
an unnatural supposition, aud his own account of having lost the pro- 
perty he entniBtesl to Koer Sing gives a colour to the notion that he 
fought under the orders of the rebel, and shared in his reverses ; but 
although I admit that the fact of his having been tJie head of an organ- 
ised band of poisoners is not proved, I do not assert that such was 
impossible. I think he may have engaged in this crime, and if, as he 
stated, he had been in the Punjab during the first Sikh war, he may 
have become acquainted with the mode of practising tiiuggee in all its 
branches, as it is notorious that when we first oeonpied Lahore the crime 
of thuggee was very prevalent throughout the land of the Five Rivers. 

Mr. Gubbins, the late Commisaoner, had some recollection of a visit 
from the man, and of having directed that he should not again be ad- 
mitted : and a native gentleman of this city has also told mc that he 
had an interview with Zalim Sing, the result of which was to convince 
him that tbc man was an imjKistor and a cheat. 
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The endeavoUTB which have be^o made to capture the Banee Lulloo 
have not been sucoesafuJL She was tracked from one city to another, 
and finally all traces were lost in the city of Indore. I have reason to 
believe tl^t every effort wae made, by all concerned, to apprehend this 
pei^on, and I am very sure that, except taking up the pursuit myself, 
I have left do means nntiied to eSeot her capture. I should mention that 
B woman was apprehended at Dntteab owing to the remarkable resem- 
blance she bore to the Ranee; but on her arrival at Benares, and on bet 
being confronted with the approvers, it was discovered that, though 
extremely like, she was not the person required. One of the persons 
denounced by Brij Bussia was a woman named Soomerkhee, with whom 
she became acquainted at Ramnogger. I had this pereoo arrested and 
confronted with ber accaser ; the result was that she made the following 
confession connected with the commission of a dreadful crime in Benares. 
This ooDfeeeioD was made before me, and I never heard anything which 
more clearly carried conviction. The manner of the woman was that of 
one burdened with a heavy crime. Her reluotaoce to commence her 
, narrative, and the nnsbaken oonsistency with which she persisted in 
every de^il, together with tears and entreaties for pardon, carried to my 
mind a conviction of ber gnilt, which the most minute and careful 
investigation only tended to strengthen. On this confession, oorrobo- • 
rated by the strongest circumstantial evidence, I oommited to the 
Sessions a woman called Rudduab, and two others named Farbuttee and 
Bilasae, and a man named Qunesh Fershad, as being an accessory to 
the crime of murder by thuggee. The Sessions Judge, after a very long 
and patient trial, found the prisoners guilty and sentenced the principal 
parties to death. The prooeediugs in due course were forwurded to the 
Sadder Courti but returned as the informer Soomerkhee had not been made 
an approver in the manner laid down by the Thuggee Department, viz., as 
follows ! she should have been tried on her own confession, and if the 
evidence of a collateral and corroborated nature was sufficient, she should 
have been sent to the Sessions and convicted, and her sentence forwarded 
for confirmation to the Sudder Court. This was duly done ; she renewed 
her confession on the promise of a conditional pardon, was tried at the 
Sessions Court, and condemned to death, as all the details of her state- 
ment were most fully corroborated. This' sentence was commuted by 
the Sudder Court, which, however, concurred fully in the guilt of tl^ 
prisoner, to inaprisonment for life with labour suited to her sex. Soomer- 
khee being now a properly-constituted approver, the case against those 
associated with her in the crime for which she was oondemn«Kl was E^^n 
brought forward, and after a patient investigation which, if anything, 
made the proof against her accomplices stronger than before, they were 
committed to the Sessions. In the meanwhile another Judge had been 
appointed to Bonares, who went into the case ab initio, visiting the 
scene of the crime and calling many fresh witnesees ; the result of the 
trial was that the prisoners were again recommended for the puQishment 
of death with the exception of Ounesh Pershad, who wbb sentenced 
to rigorooa imprisonment for life, and the proceedings were again sub- 
mitted to the Sudder Court, and that Court directed the release of all 
the prisoners, not considering the charge of murder or that of thuggee 
proved. 
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I will not here give the whole of Soomerkhee's confession, which ig 
very long, and comprises maoh unimportant matter connected with her 
previous life, and also some important information which has been the 
sabject of careful enquiries. At present I will confine myeelf to an 
acconnt of that portion of this woman's statement which relates to the 
murder of a man named Jng^ut, in the city of Benares. Soomerkhee 
having been recommended to a woman named Rudduah by her former 
mistresB, also a poisoner by proFessioD (since dead), commenced plying 
her trade in Benares, and by the direction of Badduah proceeded to the 
Sewallah Gh&t of this city as being a likely place to meet with a victim. 
This was on the afternoon of a day in the month of January 1S6I. The 
evil fortune of a traveller of the Rajpoot caste threw him in this girl's 
path, and she commenced to practise upon him the evils which has 
already ensnared to their ruin former victims. After some conversation 
the man, who called himself Juggnt, ashed the girl to permit him to 
accompany her, and she consented and led him to the house occupied by 
two prostitutes, a mother and daughter, friends of her mistress Ruddaah ; 
she took the traveller to this boose in accordance with a preconcerted 
arrangement with Ruddaah, who told her that the two women, Bilasee 
and Parbuttee, were Bafe friends of hers, and would assiet her in the 
'execution of any design upon travellers. Having succeeded in getting 
the man into the boose, she next made arrangements with the two 
women, and, having found an opportunity of mixing arsenic and a poison 
of a narcotic nature, called by tiie natives kurrearee, with Juggut's food, 
she did BO. The man died at midnight, and she at once possessed 
herself of the money he had on his person, and gave Bilasee something 
for the body-carriers and returned to her mistress Raddaah's house in 
the grey of the morning. This is the pith of Soomerkhee's confession, 
which is strongly corroborated by the story of a young girl, also a proe- 
titnte, who appears to have been too young to be ioitjated into the 
secrete of the gang. The girl, who knew nothing of Soomerkhee, stated 
that she remembered her arriv^ accompanied by a traveller, because she 
was turned out of her apartment on the ground floor to make room for 
them, and that she was g^veo a room on the upper storey of the house, 
from which she was not allowed to descend for two days; and that when 
released she found the room on the ground floor had been newly plaster, 
ed, as is the custom here when a person dies iu any chamber. Soomer- 
khee's story was also fully confirmed by an old servant woman who lived 
with the prostitutes, Bilasee and Parbuttee. 

The trial was very interesting, and all tiiose who were bound to elu- 
cidate the truth of the story have been morally convinced of the facts of 
the case ; but as the body of Jnggut was thrown into the Ganges, and 
as be was a stranger regarding whose disappearance no enquiries were 
ever made, the fact that murder had been committed was not accepted 
by those who are bound to see that every legal requirement is fulfill^ to 
the letter. I may here state that as Guneeh Fershad (who, I have 
before mentioned, was an accessory to the murder) was the head of the 
mohnllab, the removal of Juggut's body to the banks of the river was a 
matter of the greatest ease in a city where bodies are constantly beitig 
carried to the glints from all parts of the adjacent country as well as 
from the interior of the town. 

The next confession, to which I beg to draw your attention, was 
made by a woman whose arrest was efi^ected with much difficulty 
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(2a, as, S*> Notting tending t 

tbeae elicited aa r^anb dhktoora poiBoning, 
and an enmity between Chownuia and the 
acciuad ucertained to have existed — leleued. 

(SB) No record of anj inch incident can 
be foond in the Allahabad District, either id 
the Uagiitrate'g Office or at the scenes of the 
occoiroDce. The residents on the spot deny 
all knowledge of the crime. 

(26) As Dnltamman Sing's name flgnres 
frequently in this narrative, I will give a short 
Bcoonnt of him at its eonclauon. 



and afler tedious watching; she also was denounced by Brij Bassia as 

having belonged to Zalim Sing's gang, and as having been concerned 

with her in the drugging and subsequent robbery of some travellers 

near (Joruckpore. I consider the names of places and persons in this 

narrative have been parpoaely altered, and that, though some of the 

incidents are true, the localities are not corectly given. 

Ckowrattia'i can/e»sion. — About five years ago a woman named 

/sit in.- 1 -.. Jhelee (21), resident at a villas 

(21) This woman u mider rarvalltmee. ir'ii'n ■. ■ -.i ti- i ■ . 

near Kalka Barrah, in the Distnct 

of Benaresj who is a professional poisoner, taught me the trade of poison- 
ing, and gave me a pill in which was sufficient poison to do the business 
' of 5 or 7 men. In company with 
Knnjeet Sing (28), Drigpal Sing 
(23), and Sheo Newaz (24), I 
went towards Allahabad, atid at 
the Tewary Talso (85) Serai, we 
gave a foarth part of the pill to a 
man named Sewtahul, and we took 
his property and fled to the house 
of Dultnmmun Sing (2fl). We 
left his house at the Serai. We 
all remained at Dultummun's till 
the third day, and I then returned 
to Benares, having received two rupees and a lotah and dfaotee. On the 
road I was robbSl of all my property. I went fca the house of Ram- 

(27) Apprehended, and after fall «,qtdrie. chim (27) in the Man Mimder, 
had been made and no stolen property found, who IS a receiver oi stolen pro- 
forwarded to Magistrate for genend bad con- perty; from thence to the reai- 

(28) ApjoBheoded; discovered to be a very pensioner. 1 went there DecauSfl 
aged man, who acknowledges to have adopted be had chaige of and protects 

^T^^'LT^ "^ ■"***? ^*' *"* ^"^ my «"»■ I went after a few days 

her to be a bad character— released. i.'i_ . ti i. j l j 

bacE to DnltummuD and asked 

for my share of plunder, I received two hundred rupees, and oame 

baok to Benares just as the mutiny broke out. I then went to Gun- 

(29) This nian was hrongbt before me and put Fandy's (39) and finally rc* 
stated that he knew Chowrasiia was reported turned to DultummUn's bonse. 

I placed the money I had received 
iu the charge of Mussamnt Goodnr 
Bhow (30). After wandering 
about the district for some 15 
days, Dultnmmun Sing arranged 
a party for plunder, consisting of 
the following persons, viz., Sheo- 

^ ^ ^ ^___^ newaz (31), Eunjeet Sing (32), 

visited ibn pia^ at wUch the offence iaeaid Drigpal Sing (33), and Ksmasiber 
:.^.j __. _.. .. (34), and Shewgolanm (35), and 

another named Shewdinwah (36), 
and four others of the Thakoor 
caste. This party was armed and 
proceeded to the Raja-ba-Talao, 
the Mirza Mowrad districts. Close to the village Budowee we 



B a bad cbarictei, and he added that she 
did go to bifl house on the occaaio 
and that he refns^d to admit her. 

(30) Apprehended; no proof against thig 
old woman, who baa respectable Mends, and 
who says that all she knows {of Chowrauia is 
that she has sometimes given her (Cbowrasaia) 
money in charity — released. 

(81. 82. 33, 84, 36, 36) Poth the names o( 
tbe men and the scence of the crime, if it ever 
occurred, have bran altered. 1 myself ha' 
at which the offence i 
mitted. and, after the 
searching enquiries. I have no hesitation in 
stating that no crime of the nature described 
was ever committed at Raja-ka-l^lao or at 
Bndowee, which is the name of the village in 
which the talao ie situated. 
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found tfafeetravelleTBBtopping at tliis plaoe, namel}', two Mnsnlmans and 
one Hindoo, who were on their way from Cawnpore to Lnoknow. We 
remained three da}^ in their company ; on the fourth day we admi- 
nistered poieon to we Mahomedans in their food and they became iaeen- 
sibie, and Bnojeet Sin^ slew the Hindoo with bis tulwar. As there was 
noise in the direction of the honee of Baboo Durehan Lall, we fled to 
tiie bouse of a friend of Qaltummun's in the village of Neepowah, and 
remained there till the next day ; when we returned to Dultummun's 
honse, thoso who had accompanied the party dispersed, and I remained 
with Dultummnn's female servaat 16 days. After this he gave me 
five rupees and some clothes, and told me to go. I went to Benares, and 
™-, .^ , . , . a I , . 1 Ramehum (37), who is a receiver 

to reside with him five months, 
I became aoquaiuted with the above-named person through a woman 
(881 Apprehandrfi not the woman who i. ^^^^^ Rudduah (38). About 
mantjoned in Soomc^Iiee'i coufeanon. En- this time I saw the Raja Zalim 
qmriea prove that enniltj ha« for a long time Sing's Servants and went with 
E^rtrf between Ruddoah and Ca.owT«»ia- ^^^^ y^ ^ fg;,. ^jj^;^ ^^^^ „„g 

(39) ThisDecnbimd appean to haTe l>een Becubund (39), a Brahmin, Mad- 
Cbowrauia'a hoaband, since dead. hoo Sing f40), and fiutcha Kuhaf 

/*J^;*-h1*'°-'™''^"'"'-T*T'' v^ {*!)■ We met some travellers on 

(ii) This cnme was Baid to have Iwen com- ', ' _, . , , , 

mitttd at Sjndpora Bethnoe, bot after strict ""^ (ihazlporC road gOlng to 
enqniciea not oni; from the Police bat abo of Benares (4>2) j we entered into 
S^'^'^^S^^d^* "' fonndaHen for the conversation with them and re- 
^^ ' mained a day with Uiem. On 

the second day they asked Butcha Knbar to fetch some ghee ; we mixed 
the poison ia the ghee, the travellers partook of it and became ineeu' 
sible. We plundered them and returned to Benares to the Raja Zalim 
Sing's house at the Lahoree Tolah ; he gave me for my share a sheet of 
mnslin and a gold mohur and a day's food, and said, " Don't tell any one 
about this, and when I require you I will let you know." I then went 
,,„, „ . ,. , to the house of Ramchurn (43), 

S ?^B5"t3S ^^ "'I "i^' •!»»' • «■««"■. "o" 

about four years ago, I was sent 
for by Zalim Sing and told to proceed to Goruckpore. I went. I fonud 
Brij Bussia (44) there. One day Raja Zalim Sing and Lulloo Ranee 
told us to go out on an expedition and drug people and bring in the 
plunder] so we two went out east of Qomckpore, and near a stream wo 
(48) ThU {b the latne story ai that told bj met two Hindoo travellers (46) 
Brij Boisia and enquired into bj mo on the jm^J commenced joking with them ; 
«po^ «*, at the TiUjge f^"^^" °^,^ and these men after a time asked 

raokpore. I fonnd indeed that a dhatoora **"" ""™ lu^u »..%. 

poisonb^ caee had occurred at the time and us to get eomethiug tO eat tor 

place specified, bnt the details did not Borre- them. We bought SOme choorah 

apoi^jOie crime had not been reported bv ^^ ^ahec With the money they 

the Police and the partaaa who bad apprehend- "^ i*™.-^ ■« _ / j 

ed Brij Buflsia. whom they recognuied, declared gave OS; when We mixed SOgar 

that she alone had committed the crime and with the dahee, Brij Bussia put in 

denied that Chowrassm had bwn implicated, (j^ ahatoora. After eating this 

Bni Bussia eiplaiQed their denial by stabng „ , ,, . ii u _ ' » 

that ChowraflBiThad bribed them to silence at food the travellers became msen- 

the time of their apprehenaion, and that she sible ; we took ffOm them two 
alone had been taken to the thannah. I fe*r j,j mohurs. We Were discovered 

that this lame explonatioa lesTe* tho amur at ° 
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beat hi tha most nnsKtisfactoiy condition, and by a cliowkeedar &ad beaten, and 

th^ it i. '^^.P^brtle thiit ;|omeid.proper Jj jj^g ja^eB tO tbe PoiicS 

inSnence Dmst hiiM been kt work, detpite ths , , - nn . » j i i 

eodaiveivItuTginidetopraTentMjkindaf BtatioQ. The travellerB declared 

colliuioD. they had no complaiot to make, 

(46) Apprelianded and a full enquiry made ^qJ ^g ^e^e allowed to SO. We 
in proof of haying- been iDiplic»t«d in dhatoo- ,, ,, u „ i n • 

rahpQ'»tmi'>&«««.bntK^e™ibricl)araot«r ff^ve the gold mohnra to Raja 
eatabliahed, sad sentenced to impciBonment Zulim Sing. Some SO days after 
under Section S9& Act XIV, 1861. tiijg ooourreace. Raja Zalim Binff 

liJ»d tie Qtter falXS rf fhiTZy. g^'^e me money and permitted me 

to retam to BetiareB. I lived in 
the houBO of Raddnah in the Illakah of Dueaasoomed in the city. About 
three years ago I committed a theft on a banker assisted hy Seetul 
Koonbye (46), Gaugg Sing, Naakoo Soonar, and Simhul Aheer, and 
another man, a Brahmin; we stole 400 rupees in cash, besides jewels. 
My share was 100 rupees. Two years ago I robbed Salkisheo Dass. 
assisted by Seetul Koonbye and Mussamut Gunga Daiye, of about 14 
rupees and got none of it. I became acquainted with a woman named 
Maharanee, who resided in the august Koondah (47). 1 mixed dha- 
toora with her eherbut and robbed her of 40 rupees cash and some 
clothing; and placing the goods iu safe custody I hid in the house of 
Mooneah, who refused to let me have any of tbe property I had stolen 
froxa Maharanee. I made a journey to Juggernatb and returned to 
Benares, and lived in the bouse of a Mookhtear named Soonder Lai) 
(4^). About 8 mouths a^, ac* 

(48)IhadtLk.in>n>ppreh^ded<ii.dmede eompanied by Sutoo, a Br^min, 
•n Invertigatirai into tbe charge agwnat bim, ^"'"ft""" "j -juiu", ■• *- »""uu, 
nainelj, complicity with, and abetment of, i weut to Ubowbeypore ancidrug- 
profeasional poiaonara; the proaecntion failed ged two women by mixing dha- 

tl'^^^^1f7^''\}t^^''^^'"l'*^ toorawith their liquor; we rob- 
that tlie man had been obliged to retire from , , ,, l-i ■ -ui c 
pnetioe aa a Mookbtear, nnd alio that he then »^ them, while insensible, ot some 
bore a moBt indifferent character, 1 required ornaments. We separated by 
from him and obtuned accncity for good con- agreement and met at Lodoopore 
and divided the plunder equally. 
I gave an ornament called a kum to Bishaishur by direction of the 
Mookhtear Soonder Lall to induce Bishaishur to give false evidence in a 
case connected with Soonder Lall. My next journey was to Muttra, 
and on my return I was apprehended. I knew tbe Baja Zalim Sing and 
tbe Itanee Lulloo ; he was the head of a gang of about 200 men and 
several women. I have mentioned the names of as many persons as t 
recollect who are poisoners by profession; if I remember any otbere 1 
will mention them, 

Tbe person named Dultummnn Sing, so frequently mentioned in the 
above narrative, is undoubtedly a bad character, and committed many 
crimes against tbe Government during the disturbances of 1857. The 
Police of this district on one occasion, and previous to tbe date of tbis 
confession, endeavoured to arrest him, and nearly succeeded in doing so ; 
but, owing to the arrival of .some of his friends, a rescue was affected, 
but not before Dnitummun bad received a very severe wound from a 
Bword-cut. There is a very excellent reason for not immediately appre- 
hending this man, of which I shall do myself the honor of privately 
informing you. Every clue given by Cbowraesia has been followed, and 
the most patient enquiry has been accorded to all ber statements. Further 
comment on this so-called confession is nnneceseary ; and this womaD, 
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having ^ed to falfil the oonditions of her i^eemeot, ie not to be pitied 
if ehe saffer the penaltiee attached to the commiBeion of crime. I have 
not mentioned two other cases in which several innocent persons were 
implicated, ae this report is already becoming longer than I intended : 
suffice it to say that the pretended crimes referred to were satisfactorily 
proved to be inventions inspired by the malice of the narrator. 

The laet confession which I sball record is that made by a female 
named Fnrtapea, who was arrested in this district for a crime committed 
in the Mirzapore Circle ; her deBcription was accarately given by tiie 
Police authorities, and this conetabnlary having been put on the alert, 
the result was her capture and consequent confession as heievritb sub- 
mitted : — 

" I am a dhatoora poisoner by profegsion, but I do not take life. 
I make people insensible, and then rob them. Twenty years ago I left 
my home lor the purpose of loakihg a pilgrimage, and reached Bhopal, 
where I met a man named Heerah Dass who taught me how to drug peo- 
ple, and I lived with him for some time. When he died I led a wander- 
ing life, and about three years ago I reached a place called Sirsoul, and 
(IS, 60, 61, BS) 1 have bad bot litMe suo- tl^^re became acquainted with a 

ceM in apprehBnding these peraonsj as yet gang of poisODCrB, VIZ., Gopal 
onlj Hirw^ httB been mrreated, and be hM not (49) Hurdial (50), Hirwah (61), 
Tet unved. Tbe eaqiimea nade or the local < t> ■ .. it 1 len. 

aothoritle. have ce.nlted in the asBurance that ^^^^ a Rajpoot named Ishree (52), 
no crime of the n&ture epecified hod occurred and I assisted these people to drug 
in the neighbourhood, some travellers who were coming 

from Meemt. We mixed dhatoora with their food and robbed them as 
soon as they had become insensible. We then separated as we had 
previously arranged, having agreed to meet at Oonao. We did meet, 
but when I demanded my share of the plunder^ I was denied my just 
right. While at Oonab we planned and executed another robbery. We 

(68) Tie letter. «ddi««ed to Major Cham, joined company with a traveller 
berl^g and otben regarding this alleged (53) proceeding to CawDpore, 
crime have been angwered to the effect liEiat watched for an Opportunity, drug. 
no record of the occnfTcneeuotifieder^ ^^ ^^j^^ ^^^ ^^ his bundle. 

We left him on the roadside. Ou this occasion also I demanded my 
share of the plunder and was again refused ; I therefore parted company 
with these men ; they proceeded to Lucknow, and I took the road to 
Fyzahad, where I remained for about three months, and from thence 
I proceeded to Benares. J committed no crime whilst at Fyzabad, but 

(54) -nie clear teetimonj-of all the witneaaw at the village of Aurora (54) , in 
in this case, and the bopeleasaew of escape the District of Mirzapore, I drug- 
from justice, indnced Pnrtapea to make a fnll ged a womau named ludrec, the 
„TS'i''.*£i''S^o?^tS.TrH: ^ife of Driggop^I, »„d robbed 
covered through the eiertionB of the Benares her of her ornaments, and in con- 
Police, sequence of information of this 
crime having reached Benares, together with a description of my person, 
I was apprehended at Cholapore. I must state that I committed a theft 
by administering dhatoora in the month of October 1861, in the District 
of Allahabad; I was assisted by 

(66. B6. 61. 68) With the eiceptdon of Mohun Doss (55), Sew Bux f6fl), 
S°4.iSl°«"k"iaJS:ZS! Hurdial (57) „a Gop.ul (58). 
ed to the Futtehpore authoritieB, who have We divided the property and gave 
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MDwd full enqnlriM to be mBd4 bat the Police tWO (foU mohorB tO Narain DoSB, 

make no lien i »t the Mnie time information l„ - 4.l_ i j .p ii 

«« reqoeBtol from the M.gUtr«te of Allah.- » ™*° "?« ,^ *^.« ^«^ /^t>« 

bad, but ap to tiii* date no notice has been pOlSOners m the Allahabad UlS- 

takan of the request triet {59). The crime was com- 

4.'^'5"S>S^™ .r»fff » °''" ■"»' t '"'•S' died Sl.h- 

Brtremeij anziona to effectj and co^aeB of this zadpore, m the Fergunnah Knrrah 

confeHBioD have boon scot to all persona likely Mailickpore, Olt the person of a 

to be able to a»i.t in aecnring fa, apprehen- traveUer who stated that he was 

(60) lobtainodinformationof thereiidenco eoinillg from Lahore. We ob- 

of the Chowdr; who recommended thi* Enhar. tained about 40 in silver and two 

^ ■'l^*.. '"',''''"■ '"^ '**'■ T! '»°'«™''<"' eold mohnre and some clothee. 

with him I procured a warrant for the appro- , c- .. ■ ir • t i, r- • jt 

hen«on of Sew Chum, and Bent the Chowdry A™"^ *°i,^ f""' ^ became frjendly 

to the Azimghor Kgtrict. 1 bnTs latoly re- with a Knhar of the name of Sew 

ceiTod intelligence that with the ag»lBt*nce of Chnm (60). "We hired onrMlves 

the local anthoritJes the capture baa been ;_, •. i 

effected, and I daily expect to hew of the ^ Beryanta to a woman who was 

priKmer's arriraL Should the caie be brought travelhng to one oF the hill lairB, 

home to Sew Chum. I ahall Bolidt » eondi. and by my advice Sew Chum 
tionai pardon on behalf of Pnrtapea. drugged her and fled. I remain- 

ed behind a short time and joined him, as we had previously arranged, 
at Bithoor, near Cawnpore, and got my share of the plimder. The afiair 
at Anrorah occurred afterwards." 

This is the first of Purtapea's confession, I have not mentioned two 
other cases which she narrates on hearsay, especially as the particulars 
are but v^uely given, and the names even of the principal parties are 
mentioned in a donbtfiil and nncertain manner. 

All the narratives I have entered in this report are of course con- 
siderably abridged. I have merely given outlines and uames in order 
that I might shew what I hare done regarding each case. 

Pending the result of the different enquiries made, and in the absence 
of any full and convincing proof of the perfect truth of the above 
statement, I have proceeded against Furtapea for the crime committed 
by her at Anrorah and have committed her to the Sessions, irom whence 
she has been sent to the central jail for a term of seven years. . Under all 
eircomatances it was necessary that sentence should be recorded against 
her pTevioos to her being admitted as an approver, and the steps I have 
taken towards securing her conviction ^11 not militate against her 
being permitted to become an approver should it be found necessary or 
useful to obtain her services. 

I trust that the perusal of these confessions, together with the mar- 
ginal notes referring to Ute persons and incidents mentioned in them, 
may add to the mafs of ioformatioQ already obtained regarding the 
habits and customs of dhatoora poisoners, and also enable you to judge 
of the manner in which I have endeavoured to diechai^ the duty 
entrusted to me. I have found that it is quite as difficult to detect the 
falsehood of a statement as to convince oneself of its truth. Every 
confession in all its details must be put to the proof; whether false or 
tn^ the process is the same, but the results very different ; in the one 
iuBtancc, oppression and disappointment at the fruitlessness of the labour ; 
in the other, renewed hope and renovated energy leading to fresh and 
confident exertions which are eventually crowned with success. 

I will not enlarge on the diffictUties I have encountered from the 
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prevaricatloii of witnesses, the falsehood of approvers, aad the general 
unwlUio guess to confess to the slightest knowledge of a crime on the 
part of residents at or near the scene oi it« occurrence ; these difficul- 
ties I share in common with all officers who are engaged in detecting 
crime, and I rejoice to think that I have partially overcome tiiem and 
that my enquiries have not been altogether useless. I am here reminded 
what I have not mentioned, that I have been successful in the last two 
cases of dhatoora poieoning which have occurred in this neighbourhood. 
In both cases the offenders have been arrested and recognised ; the first 
case terminated in the conviction 
• ThU iKino ihould not be confounded with * it pHminal n nrnmnn named 
Pnrtapea, wboM confe«Ion hM been gim. ^. cnramal, a woman uamea 

Fatangea,* and her imprisonment 
for a term of seven years, 

The second case I am preparing for the Sessions, and have every 
reason to expect that the prisoner will be convicted, as the evidence is 
of a most satisfactory nature. 

I will not attempt to enter upon a dissertation regarding the history 
of this crime, or the mode in which it is generally practised, as this 
subject has been ably treated by officers of greater experience ; but at 
the same time I desire to mention that I think that the fact of women 
being almost invariably, either directly or indirectly, concerned in the 
perpetration of this class of offences, has not been prominently noticed, 
with one exception, I have discovered that in all the cases I have in- 
vestigated a woman has played a oonspicuons part, either as an active 
agent in administeriDg the drug, or as a decoy, and a blind to screen 
the evil intentions of her associates. I have laid down a few simple 
rules for the District Police, the observance of which, I have reason to 
believe, has greatly disconcerted the arrangementa of the dhatoora 
poisoners : — 

lit. — Pasting placards warning travellers against them. 
2»rf.— i-Directing the conBtabuJary, while on their beats along the 
main roads, to put travellers on their guard against this class 
of criminals, and especially to warn those preparing their 
midday and evening meals. 
Zrd. — Placing on the road to large furs and to places of pilgrimage 
men who, by beat of drum, proclaim to all wayfarers that 
they should beware of suspicious strangers, and refuse to 
eat or drink with them. 
These simple preoautione have been successful, and theft by the ad- 
miniEtration of deleterious drugs has been less common in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

In conclusion, I beg to state that the vemapular papers, connected 
with the special duty I have been engaged in, contain much information 
which I have found it impossible to record in this report, but which I 
hope may yet be found nsefnl in securing the arrest and conviction of 
dhatoora poisoners, 

From Oaftaiit Jobjt THoavHiiiL Wajbos, Manstrate on nieciil dntj, Benuda, to 
H. H. CoufiT, Esq., Inapector-General of Police, Nortu-WeBtfim FroTinces, — 
No. 60, dated *tie 21at July ] 862. 

After despatching my letter No. 49, dated 17th July 1862, con- 
taining a report of my proceedings in connection with the investigation 
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I bave been engaged in, regarding: the crime of ' dhatoota poieoning, 
I discovered that I bad neglected to remark on a certain point wbieb 
is most essential to the completion of my report. I can only anderstand 
my oversight by snpposing tiiat as tbe data I bad given carried conviotioa 
to my own mind ii might be sufficient for others, without explicitly stating 
that in my opinion the crime of poisoning is committed, not by solitary 
individuals acting on a sudden impulse to crime, but by professional 
criminals acting in concert and under tbe superior guidance of certain 
leaders and chiefs who obtain their influence over their followers by 
having been successful, or by greater intelligence. I also take this 
opportunity of stating that, on reading over my remark regarding Baja 
Zaiim Singh, X observed that I have expressed a doubt as to whether ha 
ever was a leader of a gan^ of dbatoora poisoners. I should have better 
expressed my meaning had I stated that lepal proof of his having been 
a leader was not forthcoming, I repeat that he may have been a chief 
of professional poisoners. The inaccuracy discovered in Brij Bussia's 
statement of the Gornokpore case is my best reason for doubting that 
the rest of her story is true, hence my doubt regarding satisfactory 
proof of Zalim SingVs guilt. 

Tbe data on which I have formed my oonclnsions are before you, and 
it is possible that yon will think that there is sufficient proof to establish 
the &ct that Zalim Singh was the bead of a gang. I certainly never 
doubted that such could be legally proved until lately. I have not yet 
been favoured by any reply to my letter, and the explanations I now offer 
have not been suggested by any person, but are simply the result of a 
reperusal o£ my report. 

From M. U- ConsT, Esq., Inspector-Qeneral of Folioa, HorUi-Wsatom Provincm, 
to Sib Gbobox Coutbb, Bart., C.6., Secretary to the GoTernmeut of the Noith- 
Westem Fiovinaea,— No. 187 A., dated Nyoee TaJ, the 23id September 1862. 
I have tbe honor to report; for the information of the Honorable the 

Lieutenant-Governor, the detection and apprehension of a small gang 

of dhatoora poisoners by Major Chamberlain, and, under his orders, by 

the officers subordinate to him. 

2. For the last few years there have been several cases reported of 
drivers of carts, generally bylees, having been stupefied by persons hir- 
ing these for the conveyance of passengers for a certain journey ; the 
bylee, bullocks, and personal property of the driver having been stolen 
by the persons hiring the same. 

3. No clue could be obt^ned and tbe carts conld not be traoed. 

4. In April and May last (I do not delay my report in order to get 
positive dates from Allahabad) I received from Major Chamberlain de> 
scriptive rolls of four men, one old woman, said to be 60 years of age, 
wim one female child, who had been concerned in a crime of this kind. 

6. All tbe adults of this gang have been apprehended, and with 
Major Chamberlain's letter, copy of which I enclose, I have received 
copy of a confession made by Hurperehad, aiias Ram Persbad, the head- 
man of the gang. This confession is lengthened and monotonous, and 
being so, is not worth copying. It will be sufficient to give an abstract 
of it. It is, however, important, because it shews clearly the fact that 
robbery by the administration of poison is a crime committed by associa- 
tions of criminals. 
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6. Tliia man relates do less than 27 robberies committed in three 
cxcuraione, — the grater number of which have been confirmed and the 
property recovered, as will be seen by a table prepared by M^or Cham- 
berlain, copy of which I submit. 

7. I have before recorded that each gang of dhatoora poisoners 
par^uea a separate system. In every crime committed by Hnrpershad's 
gang the plan and the victims were identical. The party professed to 
be pilgrims, and, nnder one pretence or another, hired the conveyance 
to a certain town. They iovariably paid half the hire stipulated for. 
Shortly before arrival, and oq a convenient spot, they drugged the food 
of the driver or owner, and during inaensiblity drove cff the cart in a 
different direction and at right angles. On arriving at a serai they 
pleaded they had fallen short of cash and were obliged to sell their cart. 
Having effected the sale they left on foot for another town, hired a cart 
for conveyance, and again prosecuted the plan above described. 

8. Hurpershad's confession implicates the Police of various towns, 
and the residents of Bacsee, a town in the District of Banda, all of 
whom, he affirms, were cognizant of his pursuits. As far as the Police 
are concerned, the men implicated were Police Officers of 1869-aQd 1860, 
and in Jaloun only of 1861. Enquiries have been instituted by me to 
ascertain whether these have been transferred to the Constabulary Force. 

9. Hurpershad's account of hie first journey is as follows :— 

" I wta taught b; r Byr&gee, named Mnngnl Dou, the profession of ptuKiniii^ by 
dhatoon.; tlu« ww three jean ago. Hetanghtme tha.t I Dii)(ht hire rauriage and be- 
come the owner. I adminiater dhatoora in atta or iherbat onlj. I do not know whether 
anj 1^ ay tlctima died. God only knows. I have been three jonrne;i. Hahadeo Sooknl, 
Lmloo Bajpoot, Mandhata Sooknl, Leel Ennt Sooknl, residents of Buuee, joined with tne 
in the crime. Mnauunnt Tijneeah, mother of my father-in-law, two aona and a daughter 



" Seodeen Sooknl, lemindar of Banu, is alio an aeeomtJiee and rectdvCB ihaie of 
plnnder ; hs received 100 rapeea, and the ItMnnadar of Baasee took Utat anm, on the 
crine being detected, in order to release him and othen, telling me not to implicate others 
bnt to take m; pnnighiiient end keep gniet, or many of the Tillage will be pnniahed. 

" Lnlke asked me to take him with me. Dhnnns Pandit^ of Tnisoree, cast the horo- 
scope for me to know a fortnnate da; to start, and 1 make the following conteesioD of my 
own accwd. I will not tell vij falsehood :^ 

" Towards the end of Ksrtick (15th November) three years ago (18S9)I went oat formj 
first jonmej. accompanied b; Leel Ennt, who was made over to me by Mahadeo Sookal, 
Hnsnmnt Tijneeah, my girl Moonee, and my two boys walking to Banda. At Larna I 
engaged a cart on pretence of going to Allahabad ; the cart belonged to Doorjnn Thakoor 
and 1 paid 3 rupees, half hire, in advaace. Foor coas from Fatt^pore I dragged him, 
ftnd on being insensible drove off the cart to Sarh, in the Cawnpore District, where I sold 
it for 61 mpees to the Jemadar of the Chowfcee, who wonld not allow a Euhar to bay it 
for 60 rnpees. We then moved to a Poorwah, on the Calpee road, where I hired a second 
cart from a Kanonjee Brahmin, named Pnchna, nnder pretence of going to Calpee. Six 
DOBS on Cawnpore side he was dmgged, and whilst ineligible we drove oil towards Bithoor, 
on the Oangee, where Isold the cart for SS rnpees. I then hired a cart for Lncknow. 
FoDi C088 short of Lucknow 1 dragged him and sold bis cart at Nawabgnnge for Be. 61. 
One COBS beyond Dnrreeabad I hired a cart to go to Ajoodhia (Fjzabad), I droned (he 
driver one con short of that town, and leaving the road moved towards Allahabad and sold 
the cart at Snltanpnre for Rs, 24. Qoing on towards Allahabad I engaged a cart at Pe- 
pnlpcre from an Aheer. About eight coas from Allahabad we drugged him, and pushing on 
througli Allabahad sold tbe cart at Lukreegaon for Be. 70. We then went on, after S 
days, to Mnkkaponr and hired a 4-bullock cart from Ramruttnn, saying we were going to 
Bindkee, in Futtohpore District. On third day we drugged him and avmding Fnttehpoor 
went towards Chilla Tera Gbat^ where 1 sold the cart and two bollocks for 3G rapeea, and 
the other two bnllocka for 26 rupees. Walking to Bnhooah we hired a labree to Hnmeer- 
poor, end fonr cneg from Humeerpoor, On (he hanka of a nuddee, we drugged him and toll! 
the turnout in a village towards Calpee for 30 rupees. We tben turned s6uthwards and hired 
a lnlii«e from a blacksmith to go to Chirkaree. Abont five coss from Chirkaree, Le«l Knut 
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draggled ttie owner and drove Btnight to Bftnsee. I iold the cut tor 7 niPM*, and tfae 
boUockH were tied up in Uahadeo'i honse and afterirarda add for 16 rapeea. Of the mms 
thiu obtained 100 rapees were paid to Habadeo. He is n zemindar and knew what we 
were abont^ bo he got a large share. I owed Datooeh 100 rapeea, which I paid oB, aod the 
reat, after paying Tijneeali, road Kqunaes. anaia, &e., left me ahont 2fi rapeea profit." 

10. Thas ends the firet joarney. The ahov6 accouat is exclusive of 
many details which, though neeeesary for the enquiring officer, are nse- 
lees to give here. 

11. Lullae and Tijneeah, on heing confronted with Harpershad, ' 
broke down and repeated the confessions here made. 

IS. The gang declare they wished to avoid taking life. Bat in one 
case death eneued ; the case is No. 16. On enquiry by Major Walter, 
Political Agent at Bhurtpoor, it appears that Oangooah, or Qunga Ram, 
the carpenter, has never been seen since he drove the cart hired by the 
gang. 

18. I trust this case will induce the Qovemment of India to grant 
the officers of the Thu^^ Department, the Mf^stratea, and the 
Police of the 00 antry the means of discovering these secret associations for 
the perpetration of crime so dangerous to life, aod so grave, and will allow 
eoDdemoed c^minal^ to be admitted as approvers under respite of sen- 
tence, iostead of insisting on information being obt^ned from pardoned 
informers, whose revelations are less trustworthy, and who are certain 
to resort again to a crime eo difficult of detection. 

14. On this point I have so frequently urged my reoommendations 
that I do not feel justified in dwelling further. 



From UiJOB T. H. Chuibbbliin, Aasiet&nt Qeneral Sapeiintendent, Lncknow, to 
M. H. CouBT, Esq., Inepeotor-Oeneral of Police, North.Westem ProviaMB, — 
No. 866, dated the 4th September 1862. 

I have the honor to forward, for your own nse and information, oopy 
of an examination and confession of a poiscner,* 
RamP^wSd^^ "''" prisoner now under trial in my Court, who was 
leader of the wandering gang which went all over 
Oudh and the North- Western Provinces during the cold seasons of 1860- 
61 and 1861-6S, drugging hackery-drivers and robbing them of their 
vehicles and cattle whilst insensible from the effects of " dhstoora" 
administered in their food. 

2. I had the honor, some weeks since, to send you copies of the 

depositions and confessions of two of his gang, 
isS'rfALati^. MuBsamnt Tijneeah and Lullaej bat asyouwfll 

perceive, after perusal of this extraordinary narra- 
tive, theirs were but barren epitomes of crime which did not throw much 
light on the more necessary points to be ascertained, vig., who befriend- 
ed them, and how they came to be so long undetected and undisturbed. 

3. Aware that vernacular copies of this criminal's story had better 
not be placed in the bauds of native officials, I have carefully prevented 
anything, in this record, in the vernacular shape, from being either 

t AH that refew to ^P^^^ ?'. e^t^ctedj especially as there is a good 
Police ia pencilled in bine dealf whiuh yourselt and the Magistrate of Banda 
for immediate hand; re- should have to guide you in ascertaining how far 
^"°''*' particular acts of particular persons are true, or 

whether particular facts have been exaggerated. 
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4, It affords me pleasure to add that eve^ member of this migratory 
poisoDing hackery gang ia in custody, Leel Kunt aloue (the brother of 
Mahadeo) having died, and his death is confirmed by Mr. Dashwuod, 
the Magistrate of Banda, as a fiict. 

5, Thia examination (with the aid of papers already forwarded to 
yon in my No. 213) gives the fall history of the Jalonn State, in which 
it is very clear Nobat lUe, the present chief constable in 2il)ah Hameer- 
poor, did not behave as a Police Officer shoold have done ; indeed, I 
incline to the opinion-that his conduct was criminal, though it may be 
difficult to prove criminality against him, but this matter Major Ternan 
may be able to settle with the people of Jaloun at his command. 

6. I enclose copy of a letter* of mine to 
aott l7 ASi'llls."" M'J"' "'"ey. forwardi.g . dcplicte »py of th™ 
examinations, aUo an index to the cases. 

7. By this morning's d&k I received a commumoation firom the 
District Superintendent at Agra, which informs me that no record 
existed in the Agra diaries to shew that any person had complained ia 
case No- 20 (or third of the third journey) ; bat I know from other 
sources — namely, one of my own detectives on duty in the Blind lUaqua 
of the Qwalior States opposite Etawah — that the case is a true one, and 
the Muttrtt authorities have been told w&ere the property was sold, and 
requested, after recovery, to send it to Btawab with a view to being 
restored to its owner. The Etawah Police will be addressed on this 
subject directly I hear the property has been recovered. 

8. The Bundlecund, Bhurtpoor, two Oudh, one Futtefagurh, and one 
Delhi case are under reference for confirmation and recovery, Au ex- 
tract goes to-day to the Superintendent of Police, Banda, to try and dis- 
cover the owner of the ease No. 10, and to recover the mare, ease No. 9. 
Yon will doubtless receive reports of the results of that officer's search, 
direct, in due course of Police executive. 

9. I cannot, in justice to Dr. Stratton, the Political Agent for Bun- 
dlecund, close this letter vrithout acknowledging my deep obligations to 
him for the very valuable assistance be has rendered me, and the cause of 
poisoning investigations in this trial, in particular, by seizing " Hurper- 
shad" in Bundlecund and subsequently securing bis two sons, to fetch 
whom [ have deputed a select party of detective Nujeebs under a very 
intelligent, trustworthy officer. 

10. You will perceive that the story of Gourreah's death was a deU- 
berate fabrication. Hurpershad has scarcely held his bead up since he 
has been informed his deception was discovered and the " dead" would 
soon give witness against him. 

11. I have no doubt, on the arrival of these lads, I shall be able to 
find out farther trace of crime not connected with these hackery opera- 
tions, but more immediately with the prisoner's native country, the line 
of road from Banda and Mohabah to Saugor being practised on to some 
extent by poisoners (Dr. Stratton informs me), and perchance " Hurper- 
shad" may be one of the criminals who have had that line of conntry 
for their particular hunting-ground. It is needless to add I disbelieve 
his self-imputed proficiency on very superficial instruction from the soi- 
diiant Byragee " Mungal Dobb." It is opposed to all our experience 
and the admitted training for qualification in this detestable and das- 
tardly line for crimioal profession. 
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12. I regret, in conclusion, that I was unable to addresi yon, as 
intended on the Ist, when reporting^ to Major Hervey. The acddental 
causes, however, enable me to give 70a information up to thb latest 
moment. 

From Ml JOB T. H. Chi.mbxbt.aiii, Asdetant Oeoeral Superintendent, Lucknow, to 
MiJoB C. Hebvby, General Superintendent, Jnbbolpore, — Jfo.25], dated the 30Ui 
Aogost 1862. 

Herewith I have the honor to forward, for yoor use, copy, with an 
index of the oases shewing the results of my enqairies, up to this dat«, 
of Hurpershad aliai Rata Fershad; oaEes of drugging with dhatoora 
invariably followed by the robbe^ of ballocks and bailees or carts, and 
in one instance theft of a mare, which have come to light principally on 
my enquiries. 

2. Of the 27 oases cited nearly four-fifths of them are confirmed ; in 
about three-fifths the property has been traced and restored through the 
agency of tAii ojffice, and in one-fifth through local authorities, who, 
however, did not report restoration, but in the single instance of " Deeo 
Mahomed," or the " Roy Eareilly" case No. 13. 

3. Of the 27 oases only five were reported to me at all, viz.* " Roy 
Bareilly," " SuflFeepoor," Koorsee," the Gujnere 
and Hurdoowar cases. The rest were heard of 
only on the arrival and examination at this Court 

of Massnmat Tijneeah and Lullae Thakoor, copies of whose criminal 
career I had the honor to forward, in vernacular, on the 29th ultimo. 

4. On this occasion I have preferred sending a copy of my original 
examination in English, because there is a good deal of matter in it 
connected with residents of Bansee — disposal of property and charges 
made against the Police — which had better not be ventilated in the 
serbbtas till the Inspector-General of Police, North-Western Provinces, 
the Magistrate of Banda, and the Deputy Commissioner of Jaloun have 
had opportunities of instituting enquiries and search into the subjecta 
related, fur which purpose a complete copy of this examination and 
confession will be forwajded to-morrow to Mr. Court, and extracts^ for 
guidance,. to the magisterial authorities above noted. 

5. Hurpershad I was fortunate enough to have rc-arrestcd by the 
Be broke awa; from Political Agent for Bundtecund after an infinity 

the B&nda Polica in of trouble, and my obligations for hearty and most 
wh^^^i'"tek'J**to *^»«'^&'^ co-operation in securing the great poison- 
Homeerpore in the Oni- er's two Bons are ^^ dne to Dr. Stratton, the 
neie cue. gentleman referred to ; without his valuable and 

timely aid Z am domitful whether we could have seized these three 
persons. 

6. You will perceive there is much to shew that these criminals were 
not only covertly protected, but as we, from experience, know was the 
case with the old thugs and Buddick dui, professional dacoits, they 
paid fees to secure good will and silence. 

7. The most extraordinary feature in these cases is the boldness with 
which Hnrpershad, alia» " Bam Persbad," has deliberately (in many in- 
stances) recorded the sale in the thaonabs. All tbese reporte are not con- 
firmed, but the instances proved to my mind (coupled with what the 



oyGoogle 



criminals relate of the Police colloeion with them) go far to sabafantiate 
the probabilitiee that, when he sara he did report, Ue reporlt v>ere made, 
though not committed to writing m the diaries. The " Jalonn " case is 
a very strong one in support of this view. 

8. Although Horpershad's story has the appearance of a good deal 
of candour, I have reason myself to qnestion the troth of his original 
introduction iopoiioning by dhootoora as a profeBfiion, and I dare say, on 
the arrival of his sons, who have been sent for by special detachment, 
I shall find means for discovering antecedents in his history which, like 
the reported death of his second son " Gouireah" (who, to his horror, has 
been captured alive and well), will prove that hidden motives have made 
him only tell just as much and no more than ho thought we might 
already know. In confinement he has asked questions and made remarks 
which oblige me to have him more than usually watched day and night. 

9. With the denouncements which will follow my measures with 
"Mabadeo," "Keshoree Patack," and " Mohnn Padee,"and while cases, 
as they proceed, will, from time to time, be reported to yon, I have no 
doubt we shall be able to strike a blow at what has existed in Bansee, 
and, hopefully I add, may find means to trace the poisoners at work on 

GoTenunent the Saugor and Mohaha roads. Requests for the 

iwni( arrest and despatch of the three individuals above 

Hanah and HooDah, noted will be niade in a few days when I have a 

little more breathing time, for, besides this case, I have a very good one 

in Oudh, noted marginally, also intricate and interesting. 
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From E. C. Batlit, Esq., Secretary to the GoTemment of India, Home Derartment, 
to the Officiating Secretarj to the GorenuDent of the North-WeBtem Prorinces, 
—No. 164S, dated the 6tb March 1863. 
Sir George Couper'a letter No. 849 A, dated the 20th of October, 

From Secretarj t« Oovenunen^ North-Weiteni niiTiiiees, i j ii 

to Secretary to Government of India, Foragn Department, CWBUres and the papers 
Ho. 47S, dated 11th Jone 1860, vith encloanrea. noted in the mai^ia 

Ditto ditto. No. 75SB, dated 19th Febniar; 1862, with \^^^ )j^ j before the 
**"='°^- Honorable the Presi- 

dent in Ck>Qncil, I am directed to oommnnieate the obBerrations and 
orders of th& Government of India thereon in the following terms. 

2. In the 6th paragraph of the letter under acknowledgment, the 
Honorable the Lieatenant-Goveroor etatee that on three occasions the 
attention of the Government of India haa been invited to the crime of 
" theft or robbery by poisoning " with a view to epeciat legislation or 
action of some kind. 

S. It appears to the Honorable the President in Council that the Indian 
Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure contain ample provisions 
for the suppression of the crime in question, and for the detection, conviction, 
and punishment of persons guilty of the same ; and that what is required 
is not any new or special law, or any action on the part of the Govern- 
tnent of India, but that the existing law should be properly and intelli- 
gently administered by the local authorities. 

4. There can be no doubt, the President in Council thinks, that the 
offence which is declared in the correspondence received from the Govern- 
ment of the North-Western Provinces to be so prevalent in those 
Provinces is " robbery," not simply " theft" Section 390 of the Indian 
Penal Code declares that theft is "robbery" if, in order to the com- 
mitting of the theft, or in committing the theft, or in carrying away, or 
in attempting to carry away property obtained by the theft, the offeuder, 
for that end, voluntarily eauses or attempts to cause to any person death 
or hurt or wrongful restraint, &c. According to Section 819 of the Code, 
whoever causes bodily pain, disease, or infirmity to any person, is said to 
cause hurt. Any hurt which endangers life, or which causes the sufferer to 
be during the space of twenty days in severe bodily pain, or unable to 
follow his ordinary pursuits, is declared by Section 3!20 to be "grievous.'' 
Section 321 declares that " whoever does any act with the intention of 
causing hurt to any person, or with the knowledge that he la likely 
thereby to cause hurt to any person," is said " voluntarily to cause hurt •" 
and Section 322 points out what constitutes the " voluntarily causing 
grievous hurt." That the administering poison with a view to rob 
the person to whom the poison is administered, whereby, if death does 
not actually ensue, life is almost always endangered, and iusensi- 
bUity, or violent retching, or vomiting and purging generally caused, is 

■ !□ ti^ I J- D^ 1 <i a 1. mr 1 within the definition of 

•(See Note on lodian Penal Code by Morgan wid „ i , -i 
MacphBTBon, page 287, where, in treating of "hurt," it ie "voluntarily causing 
remarked " a peieon who mix«a a deleteriong potion and hurt," or " grievOUS 
places it on the fable of another may canee aeTione hurt," ^urt," appears to the 
Honorable the Presi- 
dent in Council to admit of no doubt.* 

5. Section 394, to which no allusion is found in the correspondence 
from the North-West Government, enacts : " If any person in com- 
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mitting or attempting to commit robbety, voluntarily causes hurt, such 
persoiij and any other person jointly concerned in committing^ or attempt- 
utg to commit such robbery, shall be paniehed wit^ transportation for 
life, or with ri^rous imprisonment; for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall be liable to fine." 

6. Section SIO saye : " Whoever shall have been habitually associated 
with any other or others for the purpose of committing robbery by means 
of, or accompanied with, mnrder, is a thug;" and the next section pro- 
vides that whoever is a thng shall be punished with transportation for 
life, and shall also be liable to fine. His Honor in Council has no doubt 
that the provisions of the two sections Just quoted would be found 
applicable to very many of the persons who are alleged ^ be associated 
together in this country for the purpose of committing robbery by 
poisoning, or who may hereafter become so associated ; and that such 
persons might be proceeded against under the laws and rules which have 
from time to time been passed for the suppression of thuggee. 

7. Section 101 of the Penal Code provides tliat whoever shall belong 
to any wandering or other gang of persons associated for the purpose of 
habitually committing theft, or robbery, shall be punished vith rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also 
be liable to fine. This seetion would doubtless reach many of the 
persons mentioned in the last preceding paragn^h who might not be 
within reach of the section therein quoted. 

8. Section S28 of the same Code declares that whoever administers 
to, or causes to be taken by, any pereon, any poison or any stu- 
pefyingj intoxicating, or nnwholesome drug or other thing, with in- 
tent to cause hurt to such person, or with intent to commit or to 
facilitate the commission of an oflbnce, or knowing it to be likely that he 
will thereby cause hart, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 

9. Section 296 of the Code of Criminal Procedure declares that when- 
ever it shall appear to the Magistrate of the District, or to an officer 
exercising the powers of a magistrate, that any person is by repute a 
robber or thief, or of notoriously bad livelihood, such Magistrate or other 
officer may require security for the good behaviour of such person for a 
period not exceeding one year, which period may be extended, under the 
circumstances stated iu the following section, to threeyears; and Section 
801 provides that in default of finding the required security, the party 
may be imprisoned for the full period for which he has been required to 
give security. 

10. Sections 209 and 210 of tho Criminal Procedure Code contain 
provisions for the tender of pardon to ofi'enders with a view to secure the 
conviction of other persons ; and Section 64> provides for the remission of 
punishment after conviction, including (as it appears to the President 
in Council) the suspension of punishment. The seetion says, " when 
any person has been sentenced to punishment for an offence, the Governor 
General of India in Council or the Local Gxtvernment may, at any time, 
without conditions, or upon any conditions which such person shall accept, 
remit the whole or any part of the punishment to which he shall have 
been sentenced." 
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■ 11. With this Urge body of Bubstaative Criminal Law and Crimiaal 
Procedure Law in operation, it appears bo His Honor in ConnoU tbat it 
cannot be said tbat tbe Legislature has not done its daty, or that it has 
failed to make ample provision for tbe suppression of the particular crime 
under consideration, and the detection, conviction, and punishment of 
those who are guiltyof tbe same. And it certainly does seem to His 
Honor in Council that if tbe Criminal authorities in the North- Western 
Provinces, with all these provisions of law in their hands, are unable 
effectually to cope with the crime, the defect mast be not in tbe law 
itself, but in tbe administration of the law, and in tbe absence of proper 
arraag'cments for carrying out its provisione. 

12. With regard to what is called the " Approver System," ae it is 
now applied to the crimes of thuggee and dacoitee, and the proposed 
extension of tbat system to tbe crime of robbery by poisoning, the President 
in Council observes that tbe eysteu rests upon no express provision or 
authority of law beyond what is contained in the section of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure relating to tbe conditional or unconditional re- 
mission of punishment which has been already quoted (Section 64), and 
in that part of the Law of Evidence now in force, which declares tbat no 
pereon shall be incompetent to be a witness in any case by reason of a 
conviction for any oBence. The system was introduced in the year 1837, 
not by recourse to legislation, beyond tbe alteration in the Law of 
Evidence just mentioned (see Act No. XIX of 1837), but by Circular 
Instructions approved of by the Governor General in Council, and issued 
by tbe Court of Nizamut Adawlut for the Lower Provinces of Bengal 
under Order No. 247, dated the 22nd September 1837. These instruc- 
tions, as originally issued, applied to tbe crime of thuggee only, but they 
were subsequently extended to the crime of dacoitee. Similar instruc- 
tions have been issued at different times to tbe Criminal authorities in the 
North- Western Provinces, and are still in force in those Provinces. There 
is ground for believing that the section of the Criminal Procedure Code 
(64) relating to the remission of punishment, on conditions or without 
conditions, was introduced specially to legalise tbe use of approvers con- 
victed of thuggee or dacoitee with a view to the conviction of others 
guilty of tbe like offences, and their remand to jail, again to undergo 
imprisonment, in the event of their failing to fulfil tbe conditions on 
which they may have been let out of jail. It is only necessary to add 
tbat the exercise of tbe power given to this section is not confiued to the 
Governor General in Council ; tbe power may be exercised by any local 
Government. The attention of the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
western Provinces does not appear to have been directed to this 
section. 

13. It is again proposed tbat the sale of poisonous drugs should be 
permitted only under license, and that the possession of such drugs for 
sale without a license should be made an offence. But 1 am to remark 
that the correspondence received from the Government of the Nortb- 
Western Provinces shows tbat the persons who engage in tbe crime of 
robbery by administering to their victims poisonous and other drugs 
have no occasion to resort to the shops of dru|fgists or others for tbe 
purchase of tbe drugs of which they generally make use. Dhatoora and 
kharreeara (the sweet-scented oleander), which, or preparations therefrom, 
are the poisons most frequently used by such persons, grow luxuriantly 



Digitizcc by Google 



in jungles aod gardens, and are often to be found on the roadside. 
The restriction, therefore, proposed to be placed on the sale of delete- 
rious drugs would in no way interfere with the use of tbese two poisons ; 
while as regards opium, bhang, chums, gaoja, and other intoxicating 
drugs, which are also used by the same classes of persons with a view 
' to reduce their victims to a state of insensibility before they proceed to • 
rob tbem, these preparations are already required to be sold under 
license. 



From Zjbftknakt-Colodil 0. Hxbtxt, V.C, General Saperint^ndent of Operations 
for the SappTeBuon of Thn^cw ""1 Daooitee, to E. C. Bi^tlbt, Ebo., SecretarT 
to the Gtovernmeiit of India, HomB Uepartmeut, — No. 930, dBl«d Simla, the 13tn 
September 1865. 

I beg to submit, to the notice of Government, the annexed draft of 
a Bill "to regulate and restrict the sale of poisons in the Bombay 
Presidency " as prop<»ed in the local I^egislative Coun(^, and published 
in the Supplement to the Bombay Government Oazette, dated 4th instant, 
this morning come to hand. 

2. In the 'correspondence which I some years previously had with the 
Bombay Govenunent on the subject of the expediency of amending the 
laws relating to the crime of poisoning, it was remarked by the Honorable 
the Governor in Council that I had quite shown the necessity for such 
a measure ; but it will be perceived that it was only when public horror 
was excited by the poisoning of several European children of the Byculla 
Charity Schools that the present Bill was brought in. 

3. I have, isoiD. time to time, ventured to ui^ the adoption of like 
measures upon the notice of the Government of India. The prevalence 
of the crime of poisoning in many directions justified me in the step; and 
although I may not say that a similar catastrophe is necessary to arouse 
the same attention to the subject, the Herioue extent to which the crime 
has reached, and it« unabated progress throughout the countiy, will 
absolve me for enquiring why, under as dire a necessity, the same and 
even greater restrictions should not be imposed by the Supreme Gov£m- 
ment everywhere. 

4. In the Report on the Administration of CriminflJ Justice in the 
North- Westeni Provinces for 186^66, just published, it is noticed that 
crimes analogous to thuggee, and the giving of stupefying drugs, had 
revived; and a case is quoted which presented " all the ordinary features 
of the old thuggee system " (the manifestation of which, I regret to say, 
is not confined to that single instance) of a Chumar personating a highly 
comiect«d Thakoor. " He was extremely well dressed, in red turban, a 
chintz tunic, and a gold necklace. He induced a native iiailes driver 
to take bim from Itmadpore, in the Agra District, towards. Jeytra, 
whither he said bis eon had preceded him in a palkee; on the third 
day's journey he stnpeiied the carter with some intoxicating drug, left 
him on the roadside, and carried off the cart and bullocks. This man was 
" said to have been accompanied by twenty Marwaries, men and women."* 

•Qaated froffl the 1° Ben^ the crime l^d gain^ such head 
PK>M«r of the 8th Sep- Without detection, that the local aupenntendent 
tapiber I66S : of Detective Police was recently directed by the . 
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■'■The operHtioiu of a Lieutenant-Governor to place himself in com- 

wlt"/drife™, wb^^*fieid minication with me, and the enquiries which have 

eiUnded from BundUcund TCBiilted have led to such aatoiuBhing: revelations 

to OudB BPd Hardwar, were of its fatal extent in that direction, and are 

Tn'S.ilSftXiili: '"""''"I "i* •™l' to'ril'l' il"^. ttat I am 
DapwhnentiNo.794id.ted left to wonder what the Police coold have been 
16th September, 1863, yara- about. Several recent instances in Oudh show 
graph. 19 aad 24." ^^^ j^ ^ successfully practieed there, combined 

in some cases, as in Bengal, with strangulation. aft«r drugging. I do not 
receive any reports of its occurrence in the Central Provinces, and in 
Madras and Bombi^ territory ; but I have no reason for believing that 
it does not prevail in those countries, Iny impression from ol^ervatioii 
being that it exists to a much greater extent in them than is reported 
or is known, — some cases last year in the former territory having heen of 
a very diabolical nature ; while in the Fonjab the example I last year 
brought to notice, of an escaped thug approver committing, with asso* 
elates, in the space of three months only between his escape and capture, 
BO many as eigMeen cases of it, with fatal effects in almost every instance ; 
some subsequent cases in tiic Cis-Sutlej districts of a nature akin to 
that brought to notice in the North- Western Provinces, and the references 
recently direct«d to me on the subject of general measures of detection, 
also preclude me from exempting that J^vince from the consideration, 
whether on this side of the Sutlej or on that. Some recent discoveries, 
too, of thu^ee in Central India, lead me to include those States in the 
same category j while the condition of the Hyderabad, Bajpootana, and 
other Native States, and the silence which is generally observed with 
regard to the perpetration in them of acts of crime, afford me no grotmds 
for excluding those countries from it. 

5. Life generally is taken ; or if tJie victims recover, they mostly 
lose their health and their intellect ; and in freqnent cases there is no 
Police detection. On the contrary, death, if reported at all, is ascribed to 
disease, suicide, or wild beasts ; and if death is escaped, silence is too often 
observed to avoid the charge of drunkenness or falsehood ; or if females 
should be the complainants, of unchastity and other taunts, at the sacri- 
fice of the property which has been robbed, and of justice. 

6. Merely, however, to restrict the sale of poisons, would not be, I 
submit with respect, to go far enongh in remedial measures, llie whole 
law relating to the crime of poisoning, the sale, purchase, and possession o£ 
poisonous or noxious drugs, might, with salutary results, be made more 
strin^nt. With no more in this place than merely adverting to the 
pressing necessity which also exkts for supplementing the Police with a 
detective organisation, under a single but not independent admmistration, 
for the purpose of more effectually repressing this and other heinous 
crimes of Uie same exceptional character, to cope with which something 
more than ordinary Police action is required, I would here refer more 
directly to what I have before pressed to notice, — namely, the necessity 
for a law which shall make it both criminal andjietm^ to be found in the 
possession of deleterions drugs except on the part of licensed vendors, 
or of persons specially permitted to have them. As submitted in another 
place, the person who desires to obtain such things for criminal purposes 
would, in reference to any enacted restrictioa in the tale of poisons, have 
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no need to resort to the dnu^ist'e alall, or the chemist's counter, in a 
country in which he wae able readily to get what he wanted from the 
roots of tr^ee, from jungle, garden, or tJie wayside ; or, for mineral poieons, 
to the travelling quacks (waids) who numerously loam the country 
vending, unqneetioned, every noxious thing; — bat he would have tp be- 
think himself how to prevent his being discovered to potteia them, if it 
was made tmlawful to be bo. Such a measure, however easily it might 
often be evaded, would at least have the efFect of checking the crime of 
poisoning committed from malice, or for the parpose of robbery, or of 
procuring abortion ; while those who required the drugs for medicinal or 
honest purposes would suffer little from the mere inconvenience of having 
to seek the required permission to possess them. 

7. I have long aimed to gain for this subject the consideration it 
seems to merit, and I trust the occasion will he deemed a fitting one for 
my now again seeking to do so. 

8, I am able to submit the correspondence which has taken place 
relating to it in this office, should it be the pleasore of ChtTemment to 



BILL No. IX OF 1865. 

A Bill to regulate and restrict the tale of Poitont in the Bombay 
Fresideney. 

Whsbsas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law relating to 

the sale of poisonous drugs and deleterious sub- 

^~™"'- stances in the Mof ussil of the Bombay Presidency, 

and to regnlate and restrict the Bale of such drugs and substances in the 

City of Bombay, and throughout the Presidency; It is enacted as 

follows : — 

I. Section 20 of Regulation XIV of 1827 and Chapter IX of Begn- 

lation XXI of 1827 are hereby repealed, except 

Lawi repekled. {^ g^ £^j ^ ^j^^y repeal the whole or part of any 

other Regulation. 

II. From and after the date on which this Act comes into operation, no 

person shall sell any of the poisonous drugs or 

liiS* "' ^^' *° ^ deleterious aabsfances specified in the Schedule 

(A) annexed to this Act, without a license as 

hereinafter provided, and every person shall annually pay in advance for 

the said license a fee of five rupees. 

in. Every license under me preceding Section shall, in the City of 

Bombay, be granted by the Municipal Commis- 

Lieouet to be gnuted in sioner for the City of Bombay on behalf of the 

^]!^L^L''^n^Ili^f^ Justices, or by some person duly authorised by 

JnsticM, »na in the Mofna- him on that behalf, and m the Mof usail by the 

ril by tie Collectors on be- Collectors on behalf of the Government, and 

bilf of QoTenunent. ^^^ g^^ij Heense shall be in the form of the 

Schedule (B) auneiied to this Aot. 
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IV. Every license shall have effect and continae in force trom the 

UetDMt* to be gnuited ^*^ °^ ^^ grant thereof until the next Slat 

anniullj. day of December ensuing ; Provided that any 

Proviio. person to whom such license shall be granted 

after the lat day of July of any year shall pay 

only one-half of the fee specified in Section 2. 

y. Eveiy person t« whom any license shall have been granted, and 
Ueeutea maj be renewed. ^^° ^^" ^ <le8irous of haTing it renewed after 
its ezpiratioU] as in the preceding Section pro- 
vided, shall take a fresh license for that purpose for the following year, 
and shall renew the same from year to year, subject to the annual pay- 
ment of the fee specified in Section 2, so long as he shall desire. 

VX Every person taking out a license under this Act shall deposit a 
Copy of LiceniB to be ''•'PJ' '^^ ^^ Same in the Office of the Senior 
deposited with Seoior Ma- Magistrate of Police in Bombay, if such person 
giitrmio of Police or District resides in Bombay ; or if such person resides in 
Uegietote. ^^ Mofussil, in the Office of the nearest Magis- 

trate having local jarisdiction. 

Vn. If after the expiry of two months from the date when any 
person is, by Sections 2 and 6 of this Aet, 

«.„. ^!tLf" t""*"* ^*^' required to take out a license or renew the swne, 
wmt without ■ Liceiue. ^, i n n * ^i. - j 

such person shall sell any of the poisonous drugs 
or deleterious substances specified in Schedule (A) without having duly 
taken out a license in accordance with the provisions of this Act, and 
deposited a copy of the same in the Office of the Senior Magistrate of 
Police or other Magistrate, as required by the preceding Section, he shall 
be liable, on conviction before a Magistrate, to be punished with fine, or 
with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or 
with both. 

VIII. Any person reqnired by this Act to teke out a license who 
Peneltj for refaring t« shall without reasonable excuse neglect or 

prodnee LicenM when re- refuse to produce and show his license, when 
quired to do to. required to do SO by an officer duly empowered 

in writing 1^ the Municipal Commissioner in Bombay or hy the Col- 
lector in the Mofussil to make such requisition, shall, on conviction before 
a Magistrate, be liable to a pnalty not exceeding one hundred mpeea. 

IX. Every licensed retailer of poisons who shall sell any of the 
Od eTBTj ule of Poiion, V^^°s specified in Schedule (A) shall forthwHh, 

perticDUrt of wle to be and before the delivery of such poison to the 
eotered in » book b; the purchaser, enter or eause to be entered in a fair 

SI'S Jlto2f. '" ,""' "P""" °»™'. i» a look «' boot" .^ ^^ 
kept by such person for that purpose, in the 
form set forth in the Schedule (C) annexed to this Act, or to the like 
effect, a statement of such sale, with the name of the poison and quantity 
thereof so sold, and the purpose for which such poison is required or 
eteted to be required, and the day of the month and year of the sale, and 
the name, place of abode, and condition or occupation of the purchaser, 
into all whioh circumetences the person selling such poison is hereby 
required and authorised to inquire of the purchaser, before the delivery 
to snch purchaser of the poison sold ; and such entries shall in every case 
be signed by the person making the same, and shall also be signed by the 
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purchaser, unless aueh purchaser profess to he unable to write (in which 
ease the person making the entries hereby required shall add to the parti> 
cnlars to be entered in relatioa to such sale the worda " cannot write ") 
and, where a witness is hereby required to the sale, shall also he signed 
by such witness, his place of abode being so entered. 

X. No person shall sell any of the poisons specified in Schedule (A) 

to any person who is unknown to the person 
ReairictioD* ■■ to ule of gelling such poison, unless the sale he made in 

the presence of a witness who is known to the 
person selling the poison, and to whom the purchaser is known, and who 
signs his name, together with his place of abode, to such entries, before 
the delivery of the poison to the purchaser ; and no person shall sell 
poison to any person other t^an a person of full age. 

XL No person shall sell any arsenic unless the same be, before the 

sale thereof, mixed with soot or indigo in the 
JProriiion Am- ooloocing proportion of one ounce of soot, or half an ounce 

of indigo, at the least, to one pound of the 
arsenic, and so in proportion for any greater or leas quantity : Provided 
always, that where such arsenic is stated by the purchaser to be required, 
not for use in agriculture, but for some other purpose, for which such 
admixture would, according to the representation of the purchaser, render 
it unfit, such arsenic may be sold without such admixture in a qnantity 
of not less than ten pounds at any one time. 

XIL If any licensed retailer of poisons shall sell any of the poisons 
PratitT for offeoding specified in Schedule (A) save as authorised by 
■gninit Seetioni 9, 10 knd Sections 9, 10 and 11 of this Act, or on any sale 
11 of the Act, o£ poison shall deliver the same without having 

made and signed the entries hereby required on such sale, or without 
having obtwned such signature or signatures to such entries as required 
by this Act, or if any person purchasing any poison shall give false inform- 
ation to the persons selling tJie same in relation to the particulars which 
such last-mentioned person is hereby authorised to inquire into of such 
purchaser, or if any person shall sign his name as a witness to a sale of 
poison to a person unknown to the person so signing as witness every 
person so offending shall, for every such offence, upon a suomiary convic- 
tion for the some before a Magistrate, be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
two hundred rupees, 

XIII. Provided that this Act shall not extend to the sale of any 
Act not to prerent nie of P?^° when the same forms part of the ingre- 

PoiBOPs io medicina nnder & dients of any medicine required to be made up or 
medicnl presoriptioD, oi- compounded according to the prescription of 
wholeul. dadiDK inPoi- ^ i^g^jy qjialified Medical Practitioner, or, a 
member of the Medical Profession, or to the sale 
of poisonii by wholesale to retail dealers upon orders in writing in the 
ordmary course of wholesale dealing. 

XIV. A retail dealer failing to conform to any of the Rules laid down 
Farfeitore of UcenM for in Sections 9, 10 and 11 shall, in addition to the 

breach of KalnregudiDK penalty assigned to the offence by Section 12, be 
nleoTFoiioni. liable to the forfeiture of his license, on intima- 

tion to that effect by the Municipal Commissioner for the City of Bombay 
in Bombay, or the Collector of the District in the Mofussil, 
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SCHEDULE A. 

(Re/erred to in Section 3.) 

Vroitablb Poisons. 



Part of n>iDt 



Nn^Ts name of Poixni. 



Aoonitqin Nspellin 
Attropft BellidADQa 
Cinaabia Mtirft ... 
Coccnloi lu^ooi, Animirta Coc- 

Coniain mscaUtnin 
Oroton Tigliam ... 
DntnnMetel ... ...\ 

IhitQra HnminaUn ear ftltuon J 
HelUboTua nigar ... 
HJOw^;a>IlIl• alg«r 

Ignatia amKra 
Mandragora ofBciDalia 
Hsthonica anperlw 
Papaver niniiufemin 



Strychnot Nnx-Tomica 
StiTcbnos potatorniD 
Wrig:htia antidjaeaUriM 
Wrightia tinctmria 



The root 

Tb« boTTj (Deadl; Night^ade) 
The herb aod the reiin 
The berry 

The fruit called Hemlock aaed 

The Med (Croton eaed) 

The aeed (Dhattira) ... [ 

The root (Blaek HelUbote) ... 

Theaeed (Faba porcinB, Faba 
■Dilla). 

The aeed (St. IsDatint** B«n) 

The root (Uindrake) 

The root 

The ponnded herb, dry capeole, 
and concrete JDioe of the im- 
mature capeale, or opinm. 

The ieed (Nni-Tomica) ... 

The seed <ClearinK-Dat) 

The batk and aeed 

The bark and wed 



Biihoak aad Rntchnab. 

Oirbootee. 

Bhang, Gauja. 

Eeerdatnana. 
Jamalgota. 
Kata-dhatnra and Dha< 

Ealikootkee. 
Ehoraauuiee qwao. 



Eoocbila and Eajra. 

Nirmullee. 

Indeijo. 

Eala-kooda. 



MlHBBAL PoiaOSfl. 




Name of V<Aiaa. 


Native Name. 


Salphnret of Antimony (erode ADtimoDy) ... 


Soorm«. 


ArMniont A«id 

White Oiide of Aiaeoic 

White Arrania 
KedArwnic 
Tallow Araenic 

YeUow SulphiiMt of Anenic ... 


Phnthya Somnl. 
Shnnkhja Somnl. 
Dallmbya SomuL 
Qajria Somnl. 
Holdya Somul. 

HnrUll. 


Sniphato of Copper (Blue Vitriol, Bloettone) 
Aeetate of Copper (Ven^griB) ... 


Morechoot. 
JnngU. 


Lead. 
Red Oitde of Lead (Bed Lead) 
Carbonate of Lead (White Lead) 
Aecetate of Lead (angar of Lead) 

Bed Oiide of MeroniT 


Snpheta. 

No Native name. 


RndupoM. 
Hingod. 


Snlpbate of Zino (Wlute Vitriol) 
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SCHEDULE B. 

{Be/erred to in Sedion 3.) 

PoflM OP LiCBNBB POR THE SaLB OP POISOHOCS SoBSTAHCES. 

I, A. B., hereby license C. D,, inhabitant of 
to sell by retail within the District (City, or Town, Village) of 
from the date hereof to the Slat December next, the poison- 

ous substances specified in Bombay Act No. of 186 . The 

s«d C. D. will oonfotm to the rules contained in the said Act, on failure 
whereof and on intimation to that effect by the Mnnioipal Commissiooer 
(or Collector), this license shall be held to be Corfated and annulled. 

(Signed) A. B., 
Municipal Ctmmtnoner {or Collector). 



SCHEDULE C. 

{Referred to in Section 9) 

FOKH OP KKTBT OF SALB OP PoiSOK. 



PnrcbRier'i 
of abode. 



PnrpOM for 
which reqwred 
or iUt«d to be 



Fnrchuer'i Signature, or, : 
parchwer cnnnot write, b 
mark to be pat for bin 
and tbe wordi " onni 
write " added. 



WitDOu'B Signatuie, 



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

On the 27th August 1864 the Honorable Mr. Caeeelo moved for leave 
to introduce, into the Council of His Excellency the Goremor of Bombay 
for making Laws and Begulations, a " Bill for r^ulating and reetrieting 
the sale of Poisons in the Bombay Presidency." 
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Td doiog so he explained that many startling cases had recently occur- 
red, which showed the desirability of restricting the opportunities of obtain- 
ing poisons in Bombay. Arsenic and other poisonous drugs were freely 
sold in the bazar, and every facility was offered to crime from the difficulty 
of tracing a pnrchaBcr. Mr. Cassels, in speaking to the motion, nsed the 
following words : " A lamentable case of poisoning recently occupied 
the attention of the High Court, in which, through some 6aw in evidence, 
the guilty parties anfortunately escaped punishment. I find that three 
cases of poisoning by arsenic, which a medical friend of my own has since 
had under his care, must be considered ae the result of this immunity. 
During the last few days public horror has been excited by the'poisoning 
of some fifteen or sixteen children of the Byculla Schools; and although 
happily no fatal result has ensued, it is clear that, if arsenic can thus with 
impunity be sown broadcast about our streets and gardens, some great 
mischief must sooner or later ensue." Mr. Cassels added that though in 
the Mofussil some restriction was put upon the sale of poisons, still the 
existing law was not sufficient to check " this growing evil," and that a 
more comprehensive measure was required. Mr. Cassels felt that, in a 
country " where poison grows rankly in every hedgerow, it was impossible 
altogether to control it," but he thought that at least that which legisla- 
tion had done in England and other countries should be tried in India, 
and he proposed to bring in a " Bill which should be based upon English 
Acts and established principles of law." 

Mr. Cassels obtained leave to bring in the Bill, but his attention was 
so fully engaged with the Bombay Municipal Bill during the last few 
months of his stay in India, that he had not an opportunity of introduc- 
ing the proposed Bill for r^ulating and restricting the sale of poisons. 

It seems desirable, however, that the measure should be proceeded with. 
Mr. CasEcls, in the remarks quoted above, gave ample reason why the 
existing law in the Mofussil should be amended, and why a restnctive 
enactment should be passed also for the City of Bombay. 

The present Bill repeals the existing law on the subject, and re-enacte 
with certain modifications its provisions regarding the grant of licenses to 
retaUers of poisonous drugs. The list of poisops referrtS to in the present 
law has been revised ; and the restrictions placed by the English Arsenic 
Act (14th and 16th Vict., C. XIII] on the sale of arsenic are embodied, 
with necessary alterations, in the sections of thej Bill which more especi- 
ally regulate the actual sale of the poisons specified in the schedule. 

This Bill, which has been entrusted to my charge by His Excellency 
the Goreruor, is introduced in pursuance of the leave given on the 27fii 
August 1861. 

The Bill and this Statement of Objects and Seasons should be trans- 
lated into Marathi, Quzerathi, Canarese, and Sindhee. 

RUSTOMJEE JAMSETJEE JEJEEBHOY, 
By ordw of the Hon. the Governor in Council. 
H. BIRDWOOD, 

Under Secy, to the Govt, of Bombay. 
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Prom W. E. WiBD, Esq, Officiating Under Secy, to the Govt, of India, Home Depart- 
ment, to the Secretary to the Governments of Madras, Bengal, North-WeBtern 
ProvinoeB, and the Punjab, and the Chief CommiBBioners of Oudh, Central Pro- 
vinceB, and British Borma,— Nos. 4707-4713, dated the 30th November 1866. 

I am directed to forward a copy of the papers noted in the mai^n,* 

* From Qeneral Snpsrinten dent of Operation* for tbe Snp- relating to a proposal 
preiBion of Thngge and Dacoitj, 3So. 930, dated 18th Septem- to restrict by law the 
ber. end anneiurcd. - Vi i j? 

t Madr« ... the opi.,ion of Hi. Excellency the P^^^^^^O" ^^ S^le of 

Governor in Council. pOlBOns, and to reqnest 

Benftal -O (I.. ««:«;.,» nf fT;. Wnn™- tk= T ;.n that the Governor 

N -W Provincea I '°* "Pimin of His Honor the 1-ien- i ■ n -i 

Pnnjab ) tenant-Qovernor. General in Council 

Oudh '.'.'. \ may be favoured with 

British Bnrma ... >yonr opinioD. "I" 

Central Provinces) whether Buch a mea- 
sure for all India would be likely to he productive of good, without 
proving at the same time an engine of oppression. 



From 0. Bebnabd, Eb^, Saoretaiy to the Chief Commiasioner of the Central Provinces, 
to E. C. Bjltlbt, Esq., Secretary to the Goremment of India, Homo Depart- 
ment,— No. 4661-396, dated Nagpore, the 2lBt December 1866. 

In reply to your letter marginally noted, I am directed to submit an 
expression of Mr. Temple's views upon Colonel 
Ko^emW ^ "^ '■''* ^^ Henrey's proposal to restrict by law the posses- 
sion and sale of p^isonB. 

2. I am to premise that in these Provinces gang-poisoning, W pro- 
fessional poisoners or thieves, is of extremely rare occurrence. During 
the two years 1863 and 1864 no case of murder or robbery by profes- 
sional poisoners was reported. Two cases in which poison had been 
administered were reported early iu 1863 ; these cases bore some of tbe 
features of professional poisonings, but the crime was in each case appa- 
rently committed hy a single traveller, and since then no more cases of 
the kind have been reported. 

3. In these Provinces, as elsewhere, persons who commit mmder from 
bate, revenge, &c., occasionally employ poison. 

4. It has, as Colonel Hervey observes, been said with much truth 
that an enactment restricting the sale of poisons would not check profes- 
sional poisoning in a country where strong vegetable poisons grow wild 
round every village, hy every roadside, and in every jungle. And, 
indeed, it may he questioned whether any restriction regarding the pos- 
sesion of poisons would have much practical effect. It would probably 
not be considered expedient to grant every constable authority to search^ 
without a warrant, every traveller for poisons. Such search ought not, 
Mr. Temple apprehends, to be legal except under warrant from a Magis- 
trate. If every policeman had full authority to search all persons whom 
he suspected of possessing poisons, such authority might certainly become 
an engine of oppression. 

6. On the whole, Mr. Temple is of opinion that a legislative enact- 
ment restricting tbe possession of poisons would not be productive of 
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good. Bnt lie is certainly of opinion tbat an enactment restricting, aa 
does the Bombay Bill* forwarded with your letter, 
" the tale and poagetsion for tale of poisons would 

be productive of good. 

6. Such an Act could not be open to abuse, any more than the many 
licensing Acts already in force, e. g., license to sell stamps, liquor, opium, 
&c. Its provisions would to some, though but to a very small, extent 
narrow the sources from which professional poisoners could obtain poisons. 
But it would serve greatly to check the use of poisons in ordinary 
murders. Such muraers are, for the most part, perpetrated in towns ; 
they are often committed by women, and generally the murderer or mur- 
deress buys the poison a very short time before he or she is going to use 
it. Often the necessity for writing down the purchaser's name, and for 
taking a witness to see the purchase, would operate to deter an intending 
purchaser of poisons. In a town vegetable poisons would not be so easily 
obtainable as in a country village, and residents of towns (females especi- 
ally) are not generally very conversant with properties of poisonous 
vegetables. Ordinary town-people, if they could not buy poisons from 
the neighbooriug^atMar^ (native druggist) would find much difficulty 
in procuring poisons at alL 

7. Further, a law restricting the sale of poisons would materially aid 
the Police in tracing murderers who had used poisons. 

8. On the whole, then, Mr, Temple, while he would not recommend 
a legislative enactment restricting the possession of poisons, would cer- 
tainly consider that a law restricting the tale or potsestion for sale of 
poisons would be productive of good. 



From LixcTBRANT-CoLOBBL A. F. Phaybx, C.B., Chief Commiuloner of Britieh 
Burma and Ageut to the Ooveroor Qeneral, to E. C. Batlbi, Baa., Secretary to 
tbe QoTemmeDt of India, Home Department, — No. 396^, dated Alcjab, the 30th 

December 1866. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of letter No. 471S, 
date4 the SOth ultimo, from Mr. Under Secretary W. E. Ward, with 
enclosure, relating to a proposal to restrict by law the possession and 
sale of poisons. 

2. I consider that a law such as that proposed for the Bombay Pre- 
sidency would be suitable and desirable for British Burma if limited to 
certain towns. But it would be likely to become an engine of oppres- 
sion were it to be made generally applicable. There have not hitherto 
been instances of a criminal use of poisons and deleterious drugs as 
generally existing brought to light in this Province ; so that, except in 
towns, it does not appear to me that any legislative enactment is at 
present called for. 

3. In towns the act of suicide by taking poison is by no means 
uncommon in Burma; and on this account I should recommend that 
any Act for regulating and restricting the sale and possession of poisons 
be so framed that it may be made applicable to particular towns, or 
within particular boundaries and districts, as circumstances may render 
advisable. 



Digitizcc by Google 



4. The general proviaions of the BUI for the Bombay Fresidenoy u 
toaonoal licenses, hooka for entries of sale of ^isons, and for colouring 
araeaic, appear well calculated to attain the object in view. 



From Majob J. Bbid, Secretary to the Chief CommiMionar of Ondli, to E,C. Batxbt, 
Esq., Secretary to the 6«vernment of India, Home Department, — No. 2S5, dat«d 
Laoknow, the 17th Jaimaiy 1866. 

With reference to your letter No. 4711, dated 30th November last, 
forwarding copy of papei^ mai^nally noted, 
letter freo. General Sn. ^nd calling for the Chief Commissioner'a 
penntendedt of Operatioiu . . i. iL mi. j. ■ i.- i_ i s ii. 

ior tie Suppression of Opinion whether " the restriction by law of the 
Thuggee, No. 930, dated possession and sale of poisons would be likely 
^^Kif to**"^)!!* nd ^^ i)rodnctive of good, witJiont proving at the 

atria theXof poiionBt ^^^ *™« ^ ™ff>?« 0^ Oppression," I have the 
the Bombay PresideDcy. honor to annex copies of letters Nos. 30 and 359, 
Statement otObjecu and of 10th January 1866 and 20th December 1866, 
*""*""■ from the Judicial Commissioner and Inspector- 

General of Police, and to submit the following observationa. 

a. The restrictions on the sale of poison proposed by the Bombay 
Bill are unobjectionable; but the Chief Commissioner concurs with 
Colonel Hervey that merdy to restrict the tale of poisons would not be 
sufficient, as dhatoora, the poison commonly employed, ia to be had 
eveiywheie, and is not usually obtained by purchase. The possession of 
poisons is what we should try to prevent. Undoubtedly to empower 
Police Officers to stop persons and search them for poison would place in 
their hands a power likely to be abused, though the Chief Commissioner 
thinks the danger is somewhat esa^erated. The possession of opium 
exceeding five tolaa in weight is (with special exceptions) a penal offence, 
and Police Officers have the power of seizure and search, but the in- 
stances of their exercising it are very rare. The risk of abuse of power 
might be lessened by confining the authority to 
T *,■ ^ P"''K"'Pl'. B of eearch for poison to the persons of travellers or 
jgjjgj_ others whose place oi residence is unknown.* 

The power of search might be restricted to 
Police Officers of a certain rank, and special provision be made for their 
acting without reasonable ground of suspicion, as in the Abkaree Act 
XXI of 1856, section 67. 

S. The Chief Commissioner fears, however, that no law against 
either possession or saJe of poisons would be of much avail to put a stop 
to those cases of poisoning which in this Province are the most common 
and the most difficult to deal with, viz., where the person poisoned and 
robbed is a traveller. The great obstacles to detection in these cases 
have been the impossibility of identifying the deceased where death 
ensued, and the reluctance of the parties to prosecute in cases when they 
recover; in these cases the crime is often not even known. Then, again, 
there is Miother difficulty which would often render the power of search 
by Police of no avail. Dhatoora can be mixed up with tobacco or 
opium^ and in a piece of either it could not be detected by the Police. 
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4. In conclusion, the Chief Commisaioner would suggest that, if a 
legieUtive enactment be passed, all offences against it should be tiiable 
only by officers exercising the full powers of a Magistrate. 



From Majob B. H. U. Aitebn, T.C-, luapector-Qeneral of Oudh Police, to Majob 
J. Bbid, Secretary to the CSiief CommiBuoner of Oadh,— No. 369, dated th« 20th 
December 186S. 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of yonr No. 4228 of 13th 
December 1865, forwarding (copy) No, 4711, from the Otficiating Under 
Secretary to the Government of India, and enclosures, regarding pro- 
po^al to limit the sale and posseBeion of poisons. 

2. I qnite agree with Colonel Hervey that to limit the scope of the 
Act to the sale of poisons would have no effect. The poison most com- 
monly used for drugging in robbery cases is dhatoora, which is easily 
procurable without purchase, growing wild, as it does, neat almost every 
village. I think that a Bill making criminal the possession of certain 
poisons wonld have a most beneficial effect in putting down robbery by 
drugging j but, undoubtedly, it would open the door to possible oppres- 
sion. Perhaps this danger would be lessened by confining the scope of 
this part of the Act to the possession of poisons by travellers, i. e., 
by persons unknown in the place where apprehended, as no poisoner- 
robber commits his crime where lie is known ; also of a traveller and 
unknown, it is very unlikely that a false case would be got up, as there 
would be no ground for enmity on the part of any one residing in the 
locality. The danger to be guarded against would be a dishonest Police 
Officer wishing to get up a name for himself in a locality where drugging 
cases bad occurred. He conid much easier prove, orappeartoprove, that 
poison was found ou the person of a traveller, than prove that the said 
traveller actually committed a "robbery by poison:" no recognition by 
the victim in the former case would be necessary as in the latter. 

3. The crime of " robbery by drugging " is certainly, I believe, on the 
increase lately. It is easily committed,^ and any measure which will 
assist the Police in putting down the horrible practice under reference is 
greatly to be wished for. I would, however, take exception to Colonel 
Hervey's remaiks as r^;ards the non-snccess of the Police in such cases, 
at all events as regards this Province. The Oudh Police have had more 
than ordinary success in such cases, as I hope to show in the annual 
report. In only one case have the E^zabad Police failed to apprehend, 
and in Fyzabad such cases have been more numerous than elsewhere. 
In addition, the apprehensions, in Oudh cases tried by the Thuggee De- 
partment in the last year of its existence at Lucknow, were nearly all 
effected by the Police and chowkeedars. 

4r, A considerable number of poisoner-approvers were made over to 
this Department when the Thuggee estahlishment was abolished, and 
they are employed in every district where cases occur. On the whole, 
unless such crimes should much increase in this Province, I see no neces- 
sity for any special detfctiv6 establishment beyond what now exists, 
and which is superintended hy myself. 

6. These remarks apply to poison cases. The cases where strangling 
has been employed, as m three cases lately, of Oonao and Lucknow Dis- 



.Digitizcc by Google 



81 

triots, have quite bafiW the Police aod thuggee approvers (both atran- 
glers and poieonere) ; and in this respect are similar to the myBterious 
mnrderB of 1861-62 of Oonao District, where the whole strength of the 
Thuggee as well as Police establishment was employed without success. 
I have placed myself in communication with Colonel Hervey on the 
subject of the above three murders, but as yet no light has been thrown 
on the cases. It is very doubtful whether the victims in these casea 
were first drugged ; indeed the evidence would appear to prove the con- 
trary, as, in addition to ropes being tied round the necks of the victims, 
the marks of violent blows on the head, or other violence, were observa- 
ble in all three cases. This would hardly have been done if the men 
were first drugged and then strangled ; at the same time I have no doubt 
the criminals are professionals. 



From SlB G. Coufbr, Bart, C.B., Jadicial Commissioner of Oadli, to Uajob J. Rxid, 
Searetarj to the Chief CommiBBionei of Oodh,— No. 80, dated Lncbnow, the 
10th January 1B66. 

Ih reply to your communication No. 4227, dated 18th ultimo, I have 
the honor to state that a law for the suppression of the sale of poisons 
can be of little or no effect in a country in which dhatoora grows luxuri- 
antly in the vicinity of every road and vill^e. 

2. Whether the possession of dhatoora should be punished is a per- 
plexing question, for there is much to be said on both sides. 

3. On the one hand, it is certain that a person who has dhatoora, 
pure and simple, about him, can have it for no good end, as it can be 
tnmed to no ordinary purpose whatever, save that of poisoning. 

4. On the other hand, to make its posneesion pen^ would be to put 
a powerful means of revenge into the himds of the unprincipled and the 
spiteful. For nothing could be more easy than to secrete a few dhatoora 
pods in a tobacco-pouch, betel-box, or other chance receptacle which an 
enemy might have about him. It would, moreover, be a temptation to 
the Police, especially in sending up cases under chapter 19 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, to "find" some dhatoora on the person of the 
suspected party. 

5. On the whole, however, I am inclined to think that it would be 
as well to add the following words to section 296 of the Procedure 
Code:— 

" And if the person in question shall he proved, to the satisfaction of 
the Magistrate, to have dhatoora, or any other poison, in his possession, 
of which he cannot give a satisfactory account, fae shall be liable to 
imprisonment of either description for a period not exceeding two 
years." 

6. Thb will, I think, reduce the chance of oppression to the mini- 
mum ; for, even if a Magistrate were too readily satisfied of the fact of 
possession, the injury would fall on a member of a worthless and danger- 
ous class, with which, in my opinion, chapter 1 9* of the Procedure Code 
deals far too leniently, and would be productive of no evil, nor cause any 
fear to socie^ at large. 
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Prom R. SlliaOK, Esq., Secretary to Ihe OoYevnment of the Norfh-Western FroTindes, 
to E, C. Baylbt, Esq., Secretary to the GoTemment of India, Home Deport- 
meot,— No. 229A, dated Allahabad, the 2nd April 1666. 

I am desired to acknowledgre receipt of your letter No. 4709, of the 
80th November last, requesting the opinion o£ the Lientenant-GoTemor 
on the propriety of passing a law to restrict the possession and sale of 
poisons in India. 

2. In reply I am directed to state that the Lieutenant-Governor has 
no donht that the regnlation and restriction by legislative enactment of 
the sale of poisons is very desirable. The question whether the posses- 
sion of poisons without a license should aUo be made penid is a more 
difficnlt one ; there is the danger that such a law might be productive of 
oppression, while on the other hand some of the most deadly poisons are 
so easily procurable that a mere restriction of their sale would be of com- 
paratively little utility. 

8. His Honor is inclined to think that the possession of the more 
common poisons, sach as arsenic, dhatoora, n«tr vomica, &c., roUAoui good 
and su^cieiU reason, ought to be prohibited by law. This would not 
interfere with persons who require to possess these poisons for any law- 
ful purpose; while it would admit of the punishment of wandering 
gangs of profeBsioual poisoners, such aa have lately been discovered in 
these Provinces, who may be apprehended, under circumstances of strong 
suspicion, with poisonous substances in their possession, but against whom 
full legal proof of actual administering of poison may be wanting. 

• No. soa, dated BUt *• ^ copy of « letter* from the Registrar of 

Harcb 1B66. the Sudder Court upon this subject is enclosed. 



From J. SiKsoii, Esq., Registrar of the Court of Nizainiit Adawlut, North-Weetem 
Proviucee, to R. SiuaoM, Beq., Secretary to the Government of the Noith- 
Weatem ProvinceH,— No. 302, d»ted At;n, the Slit March 1866. 



I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Under Secretary 

Tyrrell's letter and its enclosures, No. 914A, 

W. Bobei^^.. and F. ^^*^ ^'^*^ Pecember 1865, in which an exptes- 

B. PearBon, Esq., Jud^e» ; sion of the opinion of the Court is requested on 

B. Spankie, Eaq, and G. the proposal Contained in a communication from 

,w Sell ' "^ *•»« General Superintendent of Operations for the 

Suppression of Thug^;ee and Daooitee to restrict 

by law the possession and sale of poisons. 

a; In reply I am directed to state that the majorityt of the Court 
t Me™r. Robtrt^ Penr- ^PP"™ ">* t**® proposed Bill as r^ards the mU 
sou, and Spaokie. <*^ poisons, but they hesitate to go further and 

to make Mid pos»f»»ion of such poisons penal; as 
many substances which are poisonous if administered in large quantities, 
are used as medicines, and the purchaser frequently keeps a quantity in 
possession for use. llie operation of this part of the Qenenil Superin- 
tendent's proposed law would, in the opinion of the majority, be so 
oppressive that the renfedy would be worse than the disease. 

3. Mr. Boss {whose remarks on the subject were recorded before hs 
departure on leave) believed that the passing of snch a law as that pro- 
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{lOBed by Colonel Hervey would be a highly beneficial measure, and one 
which be saw no reason to believe would prove in any way an engine or 
oppression. He observed that there was, of courBe, risk o£ oppression 
in all repressive oi protective laws, against which it would be the duty 
of the administrators of the law to watch carefully, 

4. Mr. Tornbull would restrict the possession as well as the sale of 
oertain poisons, such as ai^enic and dhatoora, and perhaps one or two 
otherSj but not of all those specified in the Schedule of the Bill. It 
seems to Mr. Tumbull that where the vegetable poisons more commonly 
used are so easily procurable, their posseggioM, rather than their sale should 
be restricted. 

5. The enclosures of Mr, Tyrrell's letter are returned as requested. 



From B. Simsob, Esq , Secretary to the Qovemment of the Nortb-Weateni Pnivincea, 
hi £. C. Baylbt, Esq,, Secretary to the Oovenment of India, Home Depart- 
ment,— No. 516A, dat^d Nynee Tal, the 17tli July 1866. 

In continuation of my letter No, 2S9A, of the 2nd April last, I am 
desired by the Honorable tae Lieutenant-Governor to state, as an evidence 
of the urgent necessity which exists for early legislation to restrict the 
possession and sale of poisons in India, that during the past six months 
the Chemical Examiner for these Provinces has had under examibabion 
no fewer than 12 cases, in which arsenic has been proved to have been 
used with intent to commit murder, 

2, The actoal victims in these cases were 17 in aumber. 

9. I am to request that His Excellency the Governor General in 
Council may be moved to talce this subject into his early consideration. 



From A. Macebniib, Esq., OSciatins Under Secretary to the Glorernment of 
Bei^al, to £. C. Batlby, Esq., Seeretory to the GoTemmeDt ofj India, Home 
Department,— No. 3461, dated the 13oh April 1866. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Office letter No. 
4708, dated the 30th November last, with enclosures, and to submit, for 
the consideration of His Excellency the Governor General in Council, the 
Lieutenant-Governor's views on the question of restricting by law the 
possession and sale of poisons. 

2. In His Honor's opinion a law, similar to that projected in Bombay, 
prohibiting the sale of poisons except under license, might be made appli- 
cable to Bengal without much risk of abuse and with immediate advan- 
tage. In towns it could be effectually administered, and in rural stations 
its administration, though probably imperfect, would have some good 
effect and could do no harm. His Honor would add a provision similar 
to that in the Excise Law (XXI of 1S66) for rewarding informers in 
cases where the offence is only that of selling poisons or exposing them 
to sale without license, 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor thinks also that the possession of poisons 
commonly used to destroy life should likewise he made penal, and 
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certunly ttie act of mixing poison with food, or of preparing poison in a 
shape in which it may be admioistered with food, is an offence which 
ought to be made pimiBhable, even when it does not amoant to an 
attempt to administer. These arc not ofFences in regard to which the 
agency of informers could be safely nsed or for which the Police conld 
well be entrusted to apprehend tvithout warrant, but it may often happen 
that persons charged with a grave crime and apprehended on such a 
charge may be found to have had possession of poison and to have pre- 
pared it for use under suspicious circumstances, though there may be no 
sofficient evidence of an intent to administer it. 

4. As regards the sale of poisons, the Lieutenant- Governor sees no 
reason to exempt any of the substances mentioned in the Schedule an- 
nexed to the Bombay Draft Act ; but the mere possession of such poisons 
as opium and bhang could hardly be punished, except as an offence 
against the Excise Laws, and in the case of toorma (antimony], which is 
commonly used in India as an ornament, but seldom or never as a poison, 
its possession could not be prohibited without causing annoyance dispro- 
portionate to the object to be gained. 



From A. J. Arbitthkot, Esq., Chief Secretary to the QoTenimeiit of Fort St. CeorgA 
to B. C. Batlkt Eaq., Secretarj to the GoTemmiiut of India, Home Deput- 
ment,— No. 746, dated the 17th May 1866. 

In reply to Mr. Under Secretary Ward's letter of the 30th November 

1R65, No. 47**7, requesting the opinion of this Government as to the 

advisability of legislative action in the matter of regulating and restrict- 

ingthesaleofpoisons, lam directed to forward 

Prindpsl Insptetor-Oeoeral, copy of a letter received from the officers noted 
"SiiKSSW P.li«. i» "» Mrgin who wr. requMted to form . 

AdTocBta-Genewl. committee and to submit a report showmg 

the present state of the law r^arding the sale 
of poisons, and of what amendment,'if any, it was susceptible, 

Z. The conclusion arrived at by the committee is that, in preventing 
the criminal use of poisons and in facilitating detection, the result likely 
to be obtained by the introduction of a measure such as that proposed in 
Bill IX of ll»65 (Bombay), would be in no way commensurate with the 
labour and expense to Qovernment, or with the general annoyance and 
oppression which the inquisitory nature of its provisions would involve. 
They observe that, to have any effect, the unlicensed posseiium, as well 
as the sale, of poisons must be made penal; that under such a law it 
might be possible to restrict the use of mineral poisons, bnt that this 
restriction would only reach mineral poisons, and would direct the ptn- 
Boner to the use of vegetalle poisons, which arc easily procured, require 
no preparation, and the presence of which it is impossible to detect. The 
committee further remark upon the enormous additional labour whioh 
would be thrown upon the Police, and the absence among them of that 
special knowledge which ia requisite for a thorough supervision of the 
sale of poisonous dmgs. 
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3. AdvertiDg to the reply* made by the Governor General in Council 

■ From Under Secretaij to a previous application from tbia Oovernment 

to OorertimeDt of Indh, w regarding the same subject) I am desired to ob- 

AMisUntaBcreurjwQov. ^j^ ^ -^ f^ correspondenoef forwarded 

bti»B Daptrtmeui, Mo. With your letter, no new matter appears to De 

7030, dated SUtb December gnggeated, and to state that the Right Honorable 

'?^ - ^ . « the Governor in Council, concurrinir with the 

t From a«DeraI Sapena- j ■ ii * j iL »«■ j 

Undent of OpentionB fur opinions expressed in the report 01 the Madras 

tbeSnppNMionof Tbnggee Committee, does not consider it advisable to 

■nd Diooitee, SiaiU. No. restrict by eeneral legislation the sale and pos- 

«aO, d«t«d 18th September ■ / ^ ° '^ 

jS^ *^ session of poisons. 



From J. D. Matihe, Eaq., Offioiating AdTocate-Geaeral, J. Sniv, Ecq., OiG- 
dating Principal Inapactor-Oenenl, Medical Department, and W. Robinsom, 
Giq., Inapeutor-General of Pdloe, to A. J. Abbuthnot, Esq., Cbief Secre- 
tor; to Oovernment of Fort 8t Qeotge,— No, 673, dated Madras, the 26th April 
1606. 

We have considered the questions submitted to us in the order of the 
Government No. 239, dated 16th February 1866, and now submit our 
report thereon. 

1. There is no general law in India at present by which either the 
possession or sale of poisons is rendered penal, or is restricted to persons 
licensed to sell such drugs. The state of the law as regards the detection 
and punishment of offences of poisoning is clearly detailed in the letter of 
the Government of India No. 1545, dated 6th March 1863. No change 
has been made in the law since that date. 

2. We do not think that any measure, such as that contained in Bill 
IX of 1865 (Bombay), is desirable j that is to say, we do not think that 
it would accomplish any result either in the way of preventing poisoning, 
or of furnishing facilities for its detection, which would compensate for 
the expense of carrying out the measure, for tiie additional labour which 
it would.cast upon the executive, and for the annoyance and oppression 
to which it would give rise. 

3. With regard to mineral poisons, there is no doubt that they are 
frequently resorted to ; arsenic figures prominently in the records of the 
Criminal Courts, probably because its presence is so e^ily detected. A 
law such as that suggested would certainly render it more difficult to 
procure it and poisons of the same class ; but to make such a law really 
effective, it would be necessary to go much further, and to render the 
unlicensed possession of such drugs penal, as well as their sale. Arsenic 
is largely used by native practitioners as a medicine. Their possession 
of it in considerable quantities would be innocent, and it would still be 
easy enough to procure it from them, or from others who bad become 
innocently possessed of it, without any infraction of the provisions of 
the proposed law. It would be generally impossible to prove a sale, and 
without a sale there would be no offence. B-jt if the mere possession 
ware constituted an oSence, this could rarely, if ever, be discovered until 
the commission of a crime bad brought it to light, llie law would be 
valueless as a meftiiB of ^reveating poisoning, though it might in some 
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cases be used for the purpose of inflicting a minor punishment upon a 
party who was acquitted of the heavier charge. 

4. As n^rds the much more dangerous class of vegetable poisons, 
the law could have no effect whatever. Many of these, such ae Cunnaiii 
Sativa, Croton tiglimt, and Dhatoora are of common growth, and a person 
who wanted them for oriminal purposes would not purchase them &om a 
dealer, hut would pick them up in the nearest field. We are of (minion 
then, that, for purposes of prevention, the proposed law would, in the 
cage of mineral poisons, have an inflniteeimal effect, and in the case of 
Vegetable poisons would have none at all. 

5. We do not believe that the law would have any effect in facilitat- 
ing the detection of crime. Supposing it to be rigorously enforced, the 

Erobable result would be that upon the discovery of a case of poisoning 
y arsenic, for instance, a search into the books of the licensed dealers 
would show a few sales to native doctors or agriculturists, but to no one 
who could in any way be connected with the crime. But it must be 
remembered that the law woQH not be rigorously enforced. It would 
require a very lai^ sale of poisonous drugs to make it worth any man's 
while to pay a license fee of rupees five annually in advance. Except in 
very lai^e towns, the law would be evaded ; and the only resnlt would 
be that, after a murder, the vendor, who has now no interest in conceal- 
ing the sale, would withhold hie evidence to screen himself from the 
penalties of the licensing law. If, however, the difficulty of purchasing 
arsenic, &c., was sensibly increased, the immediate effect would be to 
drive intended criminals to the use of vegetable poisons, whose detection 
in the system is as difficult as that of the mineral poisons is easy. Here, 
again, we see no advantage in the proposed law, but rather the reverse. 

6. Further, we doubt the possibility of enforcing any snch law without 
entailing enormous additional labour upon the Poliee, or without adding 
to, or altering the character of, the Force. It would be no slight matter 
to supervise the sale of poisonous drugs in every village in India ; and to 
do so vrith effect would require a knowledge of mineralogy and of botany, 
which can hardly be expected fi-om the ordinary policeman. Indeed, the 
Superintendent of the Thoggee Department, in bis letter of the IStb 
December 1865, seems to admit the necessity of "supplementing the 
Police with a detective organisatioD, under a siugle but not independent 
administration, for the purpose of more effectually repressing this and 
other heinous crimes of the same exceptional character." We are not 
aware of any other exceptional crimes in this Presidency which require 
such an organisation. We cannot disguise from ourselves that a body of 
officials, armed with the powers of search and enquiry necessary to enfoi-ce 
any really effective law of the sort now suggested, would, hefore very 
long, be felt to be a nuisance of the first magnitude, and would be re- 
sented as an evil far greater than any they would prevent. 

7. On the whole, we are of opinion that poisoning, though undoubt- 
edly a common form .of crime, must he left to the ordinary resources of 
the law. It might be possible to check the use of arsenic and other 
mineral poisons which require careful preparation, but the result would 
only be to direct the poisoners to vegetables which require no preparation, 
and whose presence it is impossible to trace. An active Police, ready to 
take immediste cognizance of suspicious deaths, and prompt medical 
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examinatioQ, furnish as macb security against undetectecl crime as a 
Govemmeat can afford. As long as motives for poisoning esist, the 
means will never be wanting. 

From T. H. Thobhtoit, Esq., Secretuy to tJte GoTemntent of tiw Poujftb, to E. C. 
BiTLiT, Esq., 8eoretU7 to tbe Oovernment of India, Homo Department,— 
' No. 1267, dRt«d Horne, tbe Srd October 1866. 

In reply to yoar letter No. 4710, dated 30th November 18*6, I am 
desired by the Honorable the Lieutenant-Governor to convey the follow- 
ing remarks upon the proposal to restrict by law the possession and sale 
of poisons. 

2. To enable him to form a confident judgment as to the necessity 
for legislation on the subjectj and the probab^ efficacy of the means 
proposed for effecting the object aimed at, the Lieutenant- Governor 
deemed it desirable to procure statistics, showing for this Province the 
extent of the evil it is sought to remedy, and the cirenmstanceB under 
which poisoning cases occur. 

3. Accordingly, returns were called for from District Officers showing 

(1) The number of cases of poisoning believed to have occurred 

during the last three years. 

(2) The poison used (if known) . 

(8) Whether administered by accident or design. 

(4) The quarter whence obtained. 
And returns were abo called for fi-om the several dispensary hospitals in 
the Province, showing the number and nature of cases of poisoning ad- 
mitted for treatment during the last three years. 

i. According to the former of these returns, it appears that there 
were during the years 1863, 1iJ64, and 1865, 218 cases of supposed poi- 
soning brought to the notice of the Police, of which, 63 cases ended 
fatally. According to the dispensary returns, there were, during the 
same period, 268 persons treated as suffering from poisons, of whom 
19 died. Many of the cases shown in the Deputy Commissioners' re- 
turns may be considered open to doubt, and many are the same as those 
included in the dispensary returns; but, putting the two returns to- 
gether, it may be pretty safely asserted uiat not less than 100 persons 
per annum in the Punjab suffer from poison. In the majority <n cases 
returned by 'dispensary officers, the poison is believed to have been 
administered by desi^. 

5. Under these circumstances. His Honor is of opinion that, so far 
as this Province is concerned, special measures are called for restricting, 
if possible, the use of poisons. 

6. AgMn, it would appear from both the returns that, in the great 
majority of cases, the poison taken or administered was either dhatoora, 
opium, or arsenic, and chiefly dhatoora. In the Deputy Commissioners' 
returns, out of 218 cases, 80 were cases of poisoning by dhatoora, 57 
by arsenic, 38 by opium, 2 by corrosive sublimates ; in 32 cases the poison 
was ui^known. In the few remaining cases vegetable poisons, such as 
croton seeds, or the milk of the mader plant, was used. In the dispen- 
sary returns, out of 268 cases, 109 were cases of poisoning by dhatoora, 
31 by arsenic, 85 by opium; in 15 cases the poison was unknown, and 
in the few remaining cases the poisons were chiefly v^etable. 
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7. Prom the above it appears that, in the great majority ot poison- 
ing caees, the poisans taken or administered are vegetable poieons of 
commoD growtk; and, under these circumstances, His Honor concars 
with Colonel Hervey in considering that the mere placing restrictions 
on the tale ot poisons, thongb it would be to a certain extent beneficial, 
would yet be a very insufficient remedy, and tb&t the postesnon, as well 
as the sale, of poisons requires to be regulated. 

8. He is, therefore, of opinion that, in addition to the proposed re- 
strictions on the la^ of poisonous substances, the ^o«fe««t0» of the sub- 
■tances should render the possessor liable to examination and enquity ; 
and, in the event of the possessor being unable to give a satisfactory 
account of it, he sfaotild be liable to fine ; and if he be at the same time 
proved to be a bad character, in the sense contemplat«d in Section 295 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, to a suit-able term of rigorous im- 
prisonment. 

9. To render ench a law eSBcacions, the Inspector-General of Police 
and Major McAndrew, late Extra Assistant General Superintendent, ' 
Thuggee Department, are of opinion that the Police should, in such 
cases, be allowed to arrest without warrant. 

10. Grave objections can doubtless be ui^ed agEunst these proposals, 
on the ground that much power for evil will thereby be placed in the 
hands of the Police, and great opportunity will thereby be given to 
malicious persons to gratify person^ hatred by placing poisonous sub- 
stances in the house of an enemy and informing i^e Police. 

11. But these objections, His Honor considers, will be sufficiently 
met by making the offence of being in possession of poisonous substanceB, 
without being able to give a satisfactory account thereof, an offence 
triable by the Court of Sessions only, and enacting stringent provisions 
for the punishment of policemen or individuals who cause the unneces- 
sary arrest of innocent persons. 

12. I am to add that His Honor thinks it will be necessary to ex- 
clude from the list of poisonous substances, the sale or possession whereof is 
placed under restriction, all articles commonly used for purposes other than 
poisoning, socb as opium, g£Lnja, soorma, and red oxide, or carbonate of lead. 



No. 1636, dated the 2lBt December, 1866. 
EndoTMd b? the Hoifx Dxpabtkbht. 
Copt forwarded to the Legislative Branch for consideration. 



From COLonn. Chablxb Hbkvbt, C.B., Qeaenl Saperintendent of Operations for 
the Snppreerion of Thnggee and Dacdteo, to E. C. BiYLBT, Em|., Secretary to 
the GovernmeDt of India, Home Department, — No. 624, dated Simla, 1st An^rt 
1868. 

In continuation of the series of statistical papers (Dacoitee State- 
ments) forwarded under my letter under date 30th April, No. 344, 
I have now the honor to submit statements* for 
l«:U^"' ^*** '" ^^ ^ *^« <'"'»e of thuggee, whether by poison or by 
strangulation, for the same three years, 1864, 
1865, and ISWJ, of occurrence in districts under British administration. 
%. Owing to the absence of detailed reports in such cases and to a 
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eeueral hesitation on tlie part ot District Officers, or for want of definite 
instrnctione in determining in what manner to mark them off in their 
retams, I have not been enabled to give that etatistical fulness to these 
statements which perhaps characterised the dacoitee papers. For it 
will be observed in the body of the remarks against the several districts 
in which the crime occurred, that while some officers properly rect^nised 
at cases of thuggee those inatances of crime which manifested indicatioiu 
of their being the deed of adepts, although strangulation should not 
have been resorted to, ' there were others who did not do so except death 
had ensued. — some who returned some murders as thuggee without 
reference to the means which were resorted to, — others who passed br 
pcoBoning cases altogether whether death ensued or not, even althongn 
they evidenced Bvmptoms of being clase crime, — others who noti(>Bd 
sqme cases of tbe crime and passed by others, — some who drew some 
kind of distinction between the different degrees of poisoning, and en- 
deavonied to draw a line of demarcation between cases of " murder by 
poison" (some calling this t&uggee, some not), "attempts to murder 
by poison," " robbery by poison," " poisoning for the sake of robbery," 
" grievous hurt by poison," " poisoning with hurt," and so on, — others 
who massed offences of various kinds under lump figures and merely 
quoted against them the sections of the Indian Penal OoAvi under which 
they severally were tried, among which were sections under which the 
criminal use of poisons as a means for committing an offence might or 
. might not be recognised — thus leaving to conjecture any decision on 
the subject on the part of the statist, — while some again left unnoticed 
even cases of death by strangling. Instances of this incongruence are 
furnished in the statements in the column of remarks. 

S. I might thus have avoided, without blanie, the preparation of any 
retams at all. But, as Government is aware, I have long been im- 
pressed with the seriousness of this crime of poisoning, of which I have 

00 frequently submitted that the danger of its gaining head was in pro- 
portion with the difficulty of its detection, and I therefore considered 
that it altogether belonged to me to place to view the extent of its re- 
ported esistence in the different Governments and Administrations com- 
prising the Government of India, — that is to say, inasmuch as I was 
enabled to da so by the data at my disposal. For, under the different 
views formed of the crime, I was not able to depend upon receiving any 
very steady reports of the occurrence of it; and experience, too, had 
taught me that, in the majority of iustauces, perhaps no report of it 
would be made at all, even to District Ofieers themtelves (as evidenced 
nnder Bengal), except death should have been the unhappy result, — and 
that even then death would often be attributed to anything but poisoning ! 
In order, therefore, to prepare any returns at all, I had to search through 
the several Police Administration Beports, and these papers are the 
result of the examination. 

4. I have to regret that the information at my disposal should not 
Lave enabled me to draw up any statistics of the crime such as I was 
able to submit with the Dacoitee Statements. The reason for this is 
explained in the column of remarks. And I would observe that although 
every case of poisoning or of strangling has been embodied in these papers, 

1 would by DO means affirm that all were cases ot thuggee ; for it has on 
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tbe contrary been shown which of them might (with informatiun ob- 
taioed respecting them) be classed as cases committed by the professional 
criminal and which not, whenever I have been able to arrive at such a 
discrimination. 

5. But while every case of poisoning or of strangling which was to 
be noticed in the reports from which all were gathered has been entered 
in these statements, those cases which were palpably not the deed of 
class criminals have been excluded from the reckoning, and have not 
been confounded with cases which either were or might reasonably be 
supposed to have been perpetrated by persons who committed the crime 
for the sake of robbery. For this was no light question ; and I trust 
that the preparation of these statements, such as they are, will be ap- 
proved of by Government. 

6. The measure has, however, been one of experiment only. For I 
have supposed that Government, perceiving that it fell short of convey- 
ing the complete information which ought to be available, would issue 
some orders according to which JiUure statements should be fuller of de- 
tails; and this might perhaps be ensured by District Officers being 
required to keep a register of every act of poisoning or of strangulation, 
whatever the attendant circumttaneet, briefly narrating those circumBtances, 
and noticing the Police action in each case and its resulte. If it were 
further directed that tbe documento so prepared should be forwarded 
every six months to this office, for the information of the Government 
of India, an analysed statement might be prepared from them, which 
the heinousness of the crime altogether requires should be periodically 

placed before Gov- 
ernment; and in 
furtherance of this 
object I would also 
propose that Idspec- 
tors-General of Po- 
lice be required to 
add to their Crime 
Tables the columns 
noted in the margin, 
showing the number 
of each case of the 
classifications denot- 
ed therein. 

7. In stating that 
Uie occurrence of tbe 
crime was not al- 
ways reported, I have 
instanced the cases 
in Bengal. Many 
acts of poisoning 
took place in that 
Province, of which 
the Police knew 
nothing, although 
some of them had 
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N. B, — The above does not contamplnte any sepnnkte col- 
niuD for^Bttcmpt to conimit murder/'- — fbr tbe case* in which 
dmtb did uot eneue would be entered nther in columni S aud 
4, or in colnmu 6, acuordiug to the circnmsttucei attdnding 
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resulted in the death of the victims. It was discovered early in 1865 
that the crime was becomiog serious in certain parts of Ben^l, and at 
the recommendation of the Inspector-General of Police, the late Colonel 
Bruce, an officer was specially employed to investigate them, and viaa 
placed in eommanication mith iny$elf. Perceiving in Mr. Reily, the 
^ntleman appointed, a valoable coadjutor, I invited him to com- 
municate with me without reserve, and tendered to bim my advice 
and oOHusel as freely ; and although tbe course pursued by me in con- 
sidering him in a measure under my personal directions and making use 
of him accordingly, did not, for a special reason, meet with approval from 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the result of our connection was 
nevertheless most gratifying. A great deal more of the existence of the 
crime in Bengal was discovered than I had anticipated. Cases, several 
atleniied with murder, were brought to light in 1865, of oceurrencee in 
1864 and preceding years, of wkieh tometimee not even a record existed ! 
Mr. Reily prosecuted them in person with great tact and intelligence, 
and even gained from the Judges of the High Court a hi^h encomium 
for detective ability. A great many of the crimiuals were arrested and 
convicted, and several of them were executed, or transported for life or 
for shorter periods. This showed the utility of extraneous pressure, 
however little my own part in it might have been. The subject has 
been noticed in the column of remarks for Bengal in the statement for 
1865, and Mr. Beily's proceedings and success are recounted in two 
:^pendice8 to the statements for 1865 and 1866, both replete with 
painful interest. He was, I am happy to add, soon subseqaently ad- 
vanced to the grade of a Deputy Inspector. General of Police. 

8. In my report in the Foreign Department, No. 794, dated 15th 
September 1863 (para. SO), I submitted to notice some cas^of poisoning 
by return emigrants from the Mauritius, and that it was believed that 
the crime was practised in that island by fugitives from India. It was 
not at the time considered necessary to act upon my suggestion to ascer- 
tain from the Mauritius Government whether this was really so. The 
recurrence, however, of similai cases in this country, the deed of 
• vida '• n a '**°™*'i emigranta, will be observed in the 

Md B nndw''feSJ^irth8 present Mpers.* According to the information 
■tatetnent for 1864, and a of tbis Department, men &om Oudh and the 
r^i^"' ^**^ '" **"' North- Western Provinces have from time to 
"' time gone as coolies to the Mauritius and other 

oceanic colonies, who committed both dacoitee and poisoning ; and it is 
stated by some of our Passee approvers of the poisoning class, that an 
emigration agent from Calcutta engaged at random a few years ago at 
Lucknow a great number of persons for shipment as coolies beyond the 
sea, among whom were several dacoits and dhatoora thug poisoners. 
We know that in India men who practised dacoitee have, for want of 
opportunities to commit it, turned tbeir hands to the more secret and 
less easily detected crime of poisoning, of which probably some instances 
may be discemihte in the present statements, under Oudh. 1/ the oppor~ 
tnnUg offers, theg will revert to daeoitee, and some facilities for doing so 
may have been presented in the colonies, should the report be correct 
that both crimes have appeared in the Mauritius. The indiscriminate 
:depo[tation of such or other criminaiU might, however, be in eome d^^i^ 
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checked, were a system observed of institatiog an enquiry, throngh our 
local Magistrates, into the character of the persoaa who offered them- 
selves as coolies to emigration agents. 

9. It will be further perceived that these statements also present 
some caees of the crime of poisoning in which the accused escaped con- 
viction, althongh the poison reasonably believed to have beeo employed 
by him for criminal purposes was foand in his possession. Of this a 
remarkable instance will be found in the statemeat for 1860, nader the 
District of Etah, in the North-Westero Provinces. The prisoner in that 
case declared he used the snbstanoe (which was diaioora) at medirine 
for sicit cattle. Others have similarly asserted that tiey were l&enueha 
M the Aabit. of taking thai drug. The device is a very common one. 
When those " mysterious cases," as they were called, occurred in Oonao, 
ID Oudh, in 18S0 wid 1861, in which oorpses were found on the high 
n»d, with knott«d strings fastened round the neck,— of which, I may 
here observe, there would seem to be ft reappearanoe in the same neigh- 
bourhood as well as elsewhere, — under an impression that poitonert were 
probably the CQlprit«, who first had dru^ed their victims and then had 
tied on the cords as above in order to baffle deteeiian, or, in other words, 
to induce a belief that thng stranglers had been at work in an nnpro- 
fessional way, and not es^ert thug poig&nera,—! suggested to Magistrates 
to reqnire the Police to look ont for men in the garb of religious mendi- 
cants, who should put up at teraii or other resting-places, and to search 
their persons in view to the discovery of poison or other noxious suh- 
Btance, upon some at least of them. Upon this a byragee, as he pre- 
tended to be, was arrested on his return to Cawnpore, who had, after a 
very short stay at the terai at that place, been perceived to go over into 
Oudh across the adjacent Ganges, leaving behind him, however, a bundle 
composed, seemingly, of tattered clothes only, too miserable-looking, 
he thought, to excite any suspicion. Called upon to account for some 
seeds of the dhatoora found tied up in a comer of one of the old gar- 
ments, he unhesitatingly declared that he used the drug ae medicine, and 
at once raised his hand as if to eat some of it on the spot. In this he 
> was prevented by the sitting Magistrate, by whom he was thereupon 
sent over to my Assistant^ Major ChamberlaiD, at that time located at 
Lucknow, where, on his nmking the same proposal, he was, in view to 
put him to the test, even permitted to do what he had offered. Nothing 
daunted, he forthwith ewallowed tome of the eeeds, to the dismay of the 
above officer. Insensibility had already partially set in before the 
usual antidotes could be applied. On his being restored to consciousness, 
however, the further to disconcert beholders, he at once remonstrated at 
the measures taken for reviving him, declaring, as the Hasheesh -eater 
we may suppose would do, that " he was just getting into the glory of 
the thing I" Transferred eventually to myself, he disclosed to me a long 
list of acts of poisoning and of dacoitce, both on land and river, in which 
he had taken part, and revealed too, among other 1il:e barbarities, that he 
was one of the infuriated band by whom Mr. St. Greorge Tucker, of the 
Bengal Civil Service, was beset and finally murdered in his bungalow 
at Futtehpore on the outbreak of the mutiny in 1857, and that he had 
even received a bullet in his leg from the seldom-erring rifle of that 
brave man. I here only revert to this anecdote in connection with the 
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subject of tbe expediency of a. law making it penal to be found to 
poBsesa, without a license, tbe deleterious things commonly need by 
poisoners, sncb aa I bad ventured to propose for enactment in my letter 
to your address. No. 930, under date 13th September lti65. I believe 
an objection to such a law was urged in the fact that dhattora, for 
instance, was often used by natives for medical purposes. If justice 
should be defeated by these detestable criminalB making ose of the same 
ailment in support of their innocence, it were weakness for us to urge 
it too, if through it they should be saved from punishment 1 It is tbe 
well-koowD character of the thug to make that null which would be 
evidence in our courts of law, and for him to advance that in hia 
defence, which he knows we are ourselves so tenacious about. For him 
to declare that he kept poiaon by bim to use it at medicine, because we 
say that it M used by natives for such a purpose and may therefore be 
poetessed bj/ them, is altogether to sustain that character and to overreach 
us. As submitted, however, iu my letter under advertence, tte incon- 
venience of a prohibitory law of the scope advocated by me, to those 
who really used drugs for curative purposes, would affect a very few, in 
comparison with the very many whom tbe restriction would protect. 
Those who required such things for honest aims would suffer litUe from 
the mere trouble of having to seek permission to possess them, niiile the 
effect upon those who wanted tbem for criminal ends would at leaat be 
that they would in some measure he deterred from too readily using 
them, lest they should be discovered vMawfully to have them. 

10. That tbe old crime of thuggee by strangulation has been super- 
seded by that of poi»oning, is, 1 believe, now generally admitted, or it 
would be admitted from the information presented by these statements 
alone, if former reports had not sufficiently established lie fact; and it 
is only in continuation of my very earnest efforts for the suppression of 
the dreadful evil that I have ventured to come up to Government with 
these proposals, — an evil accomplished by secret means at once diabolical 
and cowardly, and which if it should not he attended with tbe destruc- 
tion of life in every case, the destruction thereof is so far contem- 
plated that the purpose being effected, — namely, the robbery of the vic- 
tim,— it is of no concern to the criminal whether tbe man dies or not,— 
his recovery being, on the other hand, often attended with the sacritice of. 
his intell^ or of bis bodily health; and under these conditions I 
humbly comiaead these statements to the coneidention of Oovem- 
meut. 



From A. P. HowxLti, Esq., Officiating Secrebur to the Government of India, 
Home Department, to the Chief Seoretary to the QoTemment of Bombav,— 
No. 640, dated Simla, the 16th October 1868. 

I am directed to request that, under the orders of His EzceHencr 
tbe Goveijor in Council, tbe Government of India may he furnished 
'With information showing how the Bombay Act VIII of 1866 (to regu- 
late tbe sale of poisons) has worked, whether it has produced any 
tangible results, and whether it has been found possible to enforce ita 
provisions without oppression. 
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%. The qneBtioQ of le^slating for preventiDg the possession and 
sale of poisons in the Bengal Presidency is under the considemtion of the 
Governor General in Council, and it is consequently desirable to have 
the benefit of the ezperienoe gained in Bombay. 



From F. S. Chapxait, Esq., Chief Secretary to the OoTernment of Bonihay, to 
the Secratary to the Govemtnenl of India, Home Department, — Ho. 713, dated 
the 19th February 1869. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter No. 640, 

Letter from the Commii. dat^d 16th October last, in which yon request 

sioDer of Police, Bombaj, to Be fumished with information as to the 

wiws.''''''^^'^'^'"""' working of Bombay Act VIII of 1866, "An 

Letter from the Acting Act to regnlatc and restrict the sale of poisons 

Rerenne and Police Com- in this Presidency," In reply, I am directed 

miwioner, 3. D., No 181, (» forward to yoo the accompanying copies 

dated 16th Jannarj 1869, , ,. -j* o.i.'^a/" la 
with »oeomp»niinenl , ?' replies received from the officers noted 

Letter from the Offlciit- in the margiuj who were called on • by this 

ing BcTenue and PtJioe Government to submit reports on the mat> 

I6^"^°%'rd Febrw.^' **'", from whlcb it appears that, wbile the Act 

1869, with acooDipanimeni. bas been worked without oppressioii, it has 

Letter from the Commie, not as vet produced any very tan&rible re- 

rioner in Scind, No. SSS, „„if. *' *^ J J 6 

dated 3rd PebroMy I860. """"■ 



Fmn F. H. Soutbb, Eeq., ComtnisBiouer of Police, to the Aotiog Secretary to the 
Oovenunent, Bevenoe Department, Bombay, — No. 1781, dftted the 3rd Novem- 
ber 186a 

With reference to Government Resolution, Bevenne Department, 
No. 4010, dated 28th October 1868, calling for reports as to whether 
Act VIII of 1866 (to regulate the sale of poisons) has produced any 
tangible results, and whether it has been found possible to enforce its 
provision without oppression, I have tbe honor to report that the intro- 
duction of this Act has not prodnced any tangible result in Bombay, 
but no complaints as to the enforcemeilt of its provisions have been 
made. 

2. As, however, large quantities of these poisons are known to be 
constantly stored in, or passing through, fiombay, it is probable that the 
provisions of the Act are frequently evaded, although no such evasion 
has yet been brought to light. 



From W. B. Havblooe, E»q., Acting Bevenoe and Police Commisnoner, Soathem 

Division, to the Chirf Secretary to the Oovemment of Bombay, — No. 181, 

dated Camp Tellapore, the 16th January 1869. 

I have the honor to reply to the Government Besolntioif No. 4010, 
dated 28th October 1868, on the subject of the working of Bombay Act 
VIII of 1866, being an Act to regulate the sale of poisons. 

2. From the reports of the several Collectors and Magistrates, of 
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which a sammaf)' ie appended, it will be seen that the Act has been 
worked witbotit oppression ; bnt that it has not produced any tangible 
resnlts, owing principally to the facilities with which poieona may be 
obtained from interlyiog villages belonging to Native States, and to the 
ready manner in which vegetable poisons are procnrable generally 
throughout tiie country. 

3. Some of the Collectors and Magistrates have pointed out certain 
omissions in the Actj of these, I woold commend to (lie attention of Gor- 
ernment those point^ out by Messrs. Boswell, Erekine, and I^Oyly, in 
view to their being supplied, should a revision of the Act be in contem- 
plation. No doubt the Collector should be empowered to exercise a dis- 
cretion as to character of the applicant in granting licenses, and to call 
for and examine the books whenever requited. 

SumMnry oftheBepartaofthe Collector i and Magiilratea.SoutAfnt Divitwn, 
on the subject o/tke vorking of Bon^aj/ Act V7II of 1866. 

Does not think that the Act &cilitates the sale of poisons for cri- 
minal purposes, but has rather had the contrary 
effect. The number of hcensed vendors lii» 
perceptibly decreased, being at present 8 against 
14, the number in 1863<64. He thinks it not improbable, however, that 
this favourable result is partly attributable to the facilities with which 
poison can be introduced firom the Native States which surround and 
intermingle with the villages of the district; observes that poisoning 
haman beings does not seem a common crime in this part of the conntry, 
at the same time in a country so prolific as this is in v^etable poisons, 
which are procurable in almost every field and leave no trace in the 
stomach, nothing short of an extermination of such plants will effect a 
reformation. The only change he would propose is that Collectors should 
be invested with a (fiscretionary power, which they do not seem to 
possess under the present Act, of refusing to grant or renew ordinary 
licenses. In large towns, where there are dispensaries, he snggests that 
it might be advisable to delegate the sale of poisons to the hospital 
aesisttmt, who is generally a man of character, education, and ability. 
He adds that no oppression ha»bad to be used for the working of the Act. 
Though the present law does not Militate the obtaining of poisons 
Mr. B, P. Robertson, Col- f""" criminal purposes, yet he thinks it might be 
lector and MagUtnite of improved. He is of Opinion that the number of 
DborwRT. licensed vendors should be, as far as practicable, 

reduced, and licenses given only to men of character. He suggests that 
the licenses be given only to we Patella of lai^ towns, who should 
sell only to people who bring a permit from the ^^tell of their own vil- 
lage to purchase. The permit should name the purchaser, the substance 
to be supplied and the quantity, and the reason why it is required. He 
adds that, if any person were desiroua of poisoning another, his would, in 
all probability, use some of the v^etable poisons which abound in every 
hedgerow in the country, in preference to purchasing a mineral poison 
from the vendors ; and thus the law does not a)n>ear to have prMnced 
any tangible results. As far as he is able to state, it has been found always 
practicable to enforce the law without any oppression. 
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The nnml>er of licensefi taken out for the sale of poisons, under Act 
Mr. Arroitrony, Collector VIII of 1866, has been very small. In 1867, 
and Ua^trate of Enllid- five licenses were taken out, one of which was 
f^"- special. In 1888 four licenses only, all oitlinary, 

were granted. The sale of poisons in this district has heen so small that 
he is not ia a position to state whether any tangible results hare heen 
produced, and he is not aware that any oppression has been caused by the 
enforcement of the provisions of the Act. 

Hie Act has been too short a time in operation to allow any tangible 
results to appear, or to enable him to judge from 
Hl^SrSStS'.::; rr^tk^l experience how f.r it faciliteto, or not, 
the obtaining oE poisons for criminal purposes. 
If, however, it does not facilitate the obtaining of poisons, it certainly 
does not do much towards preventing it, were persons disposed to obtain 
poisons for such purposes. The Act does not provide any legal limit to 
the number of licenses, and so in course of time it is to be expected they 
will be very common. The amount of fee also for a license is too trifling 
to act aa a check on their number, except in the case of a special license, 
and what a special license is for, or where, or when, it is to be granted, is 
nowhere defined iu the Act. Were the number of licensed vendors 
restricted, no hardship would be caused to the people, and the Police 
would undoubtedly be better able in suspicious cases to trace the purchasers, 
provided the poison was obtained from a licensed vendor, which, however, 
it is probable would rarely be done in a conntry where ao many vegetable 
poisons grow wild and are readily procurable. He would grant licenses 
to respectable persons ouly. He adds that the list of poisons in Sche- 
dule A appended to the Act is not very comprehensive, and excludes some 
that were included under Section 20 of Regulation XIV of 1827. The 
Schedule might, be thinks, be extended with benefit. 

The Act has been worked without any oppression, hut it has not pro- 
duced any tangible results, as the facilities with 
MSt""/of Be£^.*°^ «'''»«^ poisons are obtained in the numerous vil- 
lages of Native States, which* lie between and 
border on British territory, render the Act almost a dead letter. Cases 
of poisoning have not diminished since the introduction of the Act, but 
no cases of the ill^al sale of poison have been tried since the Act was 
passed. 

The provisions of the Act have not been very strictly enforced, the 
number of licenses applied for has been very 
MSfcfrTtorfP.^D^'"" «?^'^1' ""d ^« does not believe that any i«al 
difficulty will be found in purchasing poisons of 
certain kinds in districts in which no license has been granted. Mr. 
Erskine observes that it is almost impossible, as the law now stands, to 
know whether it ia fully acted up to. Section 13 of the Act requires « 
great deal, but who is to see that this is done? No authority is given 
to- the Collector or to the Police (or any one else) to examine the books 
of the seller, to see that they are propsrly kept, and his belief ia that the 
provisions of the law are not attended to except, perhaps, to a certain 
extent in the City of Foona. Mr. Erskine thinks that the law, as it 
stands, can scarcely be expected to work very well. There are too many 
restrictions, and not sufficient means of knowing that the restrictions are 
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attended to. As he understands Section 5 of the Act, an ordinary license 
must be granted to any one willing to pay rupees 5 for it, discretionary 
power only being given as regards the special license. Thus bad charac- 
ters may easily procure licenses, and what check, in a country where so 
few can read and write, would the book o£ sale be on them ? They would 
make all the entries themselves, and might enter anything they liked. 
He thinks that Hceuses should only be granted to persons of good charac- 
ter ; that the restrictions on sales should be lessened, thou^ the seller 
should still be bound to enter all sales in a book, and that power to 
examine this book should rest with certain officers who could then exa- 
mine it regularly, and this might really check the seller, &nd with his 
aid probably enable tbem to do much to put a stop to illicit sales. 

There is little or no sale for poisons in this Collectorat* ; only about 
three or four men have taken out ordinary 
mBdBlfgStllwCa"^'" licenses under the Act, and in most instances they 
have not sold sufficient poisons to pay for the 
cost of the license. The Canara jungles abound with vegetable poisons, 
and the object with which licenses are taken out is genemlly merely to 
vend paints, such as yellow or piment for colouring images. Mr. Elphinston 
recommends, as the Act does not require any special machinery to work 
it, that the licenses be granted free on condition that the vendor he a 
respectable man, who can read and write, and well able to keep the 
accounts in the prescribed form. 

The Act has hitherto produced no tangible results owing to the omis- 
Mr. D'Ojlj, Collector sions in it noted below ; he doubts whether the 
and Hagiitrate of Ahuied- provisions of the Act have been fully enforced, 
npggnr. ^j^t ^fjjg jg g^jj] under enquiry. No oppression 

has heen committed under the Act, The omissions in the Act, which 
Mr, D'Oyly thinks should be supplied, are the following : — 

lii. — That it should be made optional with the Collector to grant 

or renew a license to any applicant. 
2nd.— That the Collector should have power to cancel any license 
granted on his becoming convinced that such a step is 
desirable. 
Srd. — That authority should be given to the Collector to examine 
or authorise in writing any other person to examine the 
books kept by vendors. 



From A. T. Bblubih, Eeq^ OfBciBtJ>-|c CommiMioner of Police, NoTthem DiTiaion, 
to the Secretary to the Qorernment of Bombay,— No. 166, dated Camp, Vsejul- 
poor, the SrdFebroary 1869. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt o£ the Government 
B«8olution No. 4010, dated 2Sth October last, calling for information 
showing how the Bombay Act VIII of 1S66 (to regulate the sale of poi- 
sons) has worked, whether it has produced any tangible results, and 
whether it has heen found possible to enforce its provisions' without 
oppression. 

St. As the information is required hy the Government of India to aid 
them ID legislating for preventing the possession and sale of posions in 
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the Bengal PnsidenGy> I bave given in the accompanying summat^ the 
opinions of the several Magbtrates and Distiict Superintmdentfl of Fblict 
in the Northern Division. 

3. From these it will be observed that the working of the Act has 
never been foond to be oppressive, and most of the Magistrates and 
Saperintendenta of Police are agreed that the Act is precantionary, jmd 
that it conduces to exercise a wholesome check. This is the more observ- 
able in districts Uttle intermingled with Foreign States, bat in Onzerat, 
nrhere Guickwaree towns luid villages are thickly interspersed with 
British territory, the check can be very slight. 

4. I ooncar with the Magistrates of Snrat and Broach, and with the 
Snperintend«it d Police, Khandeisb, in opinion that the Act might 
with advantage be made still more restrictive, and I think their sogges- 
tione are wortiiy <of adoption id framing any new Act. 



MetHorandtm ctMctoiftM? tie npUei tfih% OMcert of tie Nortier% Sitttum 
to tie Oovernment Reiolution No. 4010, dated SSlA Odober ]868,/^- 
warding a cvpy^a letter from tie Gtmemmeni of India reguirinff *«- 
JbrtHaiioft as to ioto tie Bomdaf Act Fill of lfi66 (to reffulaie tie 
tale off>oiao») hat tooried, whether it has produced any ti»ffible re- 
Kulii, and whether it hat been found pottUte to enforee it* provition* 
witiout opprruioa. 

Mr. Bomduie, Acting AAmedaiad. — " The Act has produced no re^ 

M(ig;iitrate. snlt in this rillah, and the enforeeniMit of iti 

provisions is by no means oppressive. 

" In such a district as Ahmedabad, intenningled with fbreign ter- 
ritorv, it is and will continne to be a simple matter to obtain poison ; no 
legislation can prevent this ; and naturally a man wishing to poison hia 
neigbbom-, or a wife, or husband, will not erpose himself to the elaborate 
system of entry in the retailers* books devised for hie detection, 

" It would be advisable, perhaps, to make penal the possession of any 
poison named in Schedule A not purchased from a licensed vendor." 

" From the records of this office there is nothing to show that the 
Act in question has produced any tangible resnlt 

under the head of poisoning have either increased 
or decreased,— only one case being reported in each of the years 1866- 
1867. Though the Act in question prevents the promiseuous sale of 
poisons in British territory, still it does not hinder a person in a district 
like the Abmedabad Zill^, which is almost surrounded by Native States 
from procuring poison. Should he wish to do so, he has only to go across 
the frontier and he can obtain as much as he likes. "With a view to prevent 
persons pnrcbaong poisons in Native States, and bringing the same into 
British territory, I would su^fest the necessity of auother clause beimr 
added to the Act, pw,— ^^* 

" ' No person, without a special order from the Magistrate of the dia- 
trict, shall be allowed to bring into British territory any of the poisons 
mentioned in the Schedule of this Act. 
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he has pnrchaeed it from a licensed vendor,' 
" I don't think there is anything in the 



' Any person found with poison in bis posaeesioa shall be bound 
nnder certain penalties to satisfactorily account for the same, and that 

prOTisiona of this Act which 
is in any way oppressive." 

Kaira. — " The provisions of the Act have been applied in these dis- 
Mp Elliot. M«r»trate tricts without trouble or even remark by the 
people ; bat I have no kind of data from which to 
pronounce an opinion as to the real effect of theActto compass the objects 
for which it was intended. I must haiard a remark, however, that I 
am not able to perceive how enactments of this sort can have the re- 
strictive effect they are intended for. 1 know nothing which could 
practically prevent large quantities of arsenic, or any other poison, being 
sold anywhere in India." 

"From a Police point of view, and as re* 
intend^n't"^ PM^' ^"^ P'^ ^^^^ district, the Act in question is virtnaUy 
inoperative. 
" Dhatoora is plentiful all over the district, and the poison can be 
extracted and used by the most ignorant. Other vegetable poisons arft 
also available, but the preparation of these require a certain amoimt of 
knowledge. 

" If, however, a person wishes to purchase poison with any ill intent, he 
can procure it in any quantity from one of the numerons Guicowaree 
towns OF large villages with which this district is so plentifully be* 
sprinkled. 

"Where persons wish to purchase poison in small qoanttties for 
medical purposes, they obtain it from the licensed poison-vendor ; and, 
from the enqairies I have made, I believe that the provisions of the Act 
are enforced without oppression iu tbe ease where people can obtain 
poison, if they please, without purchasing it from licensed vendors." 
PiMtcA Mehalt. — Act VIII of 1866 has not been formally "intro- 
duced into the Punch Mehals, but, under its 
ii^<iJ^^ °* ^P^"*' liceiises for sale of poisonous substances 

have been issued since 1867, and accounts kept 
^reeably to Section 13. 

"From the reporta of the local Native Officers, I find that no 
difficulty has been experienced in carrying out the provisions of tiie Act, 
nor any complaint against them received from the people, but, on the 
contrary, they facihtate the detection of suspicious cases and exercise a 
wholesome check on the pnrchase of poison for unlawful purposes. I am 
myself of the same opinion, and consider that no alterations in the pre- 
sent Act are necessaiy." 

LientoDuit Wilton, Super- Licenses have only been taken out by eight 

iMtenawt of PoUw. men in these districts, as follows : — 

Godra 3 

Ealole 1 

VeeinlpOM 1 

Hslole 1 

Dahnd 1 

Qhalode 1 

Total 8 
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"The provisions of the Act do not Hppear to have lieen strictly car- 
ried out in every instance, but there has beea no difficulty or oppressioB 
ID enEorcing its piovisionB where it has been acted up to." 

^ro/.— "The present law (Bombay Act VIII of 1866) works 
Mr. Hope, Huriilrate. tolerably Well on the whole at the places where 
there are licenses to be found. These, however, 
are so very few in number — there is not a single one in the Sub-Col- 
lectorate — that there cannot be the least doubt that the sale of poisons is for 
the most part practically unrestricted. I consider that there should 
be a license in every kueba town and subordinate town of 3,000 
inhabitants. 

" My Assistants and Depntiee, to whom I referred your circular for 
opinion, suggest the following additions to the Act, in which I concur :— 

" ' (I) llie Police should be empowered to search without warrant 
the house of any person suspected to have in his possession poisons sur- 
reptitiously obbiined. 

" ' (II) It should be provided in the Act that persons found in pos- 
session of poisons who are unable to prove that they have got them fix>m 
licensed vendors should be liable to punishment. To render this pos- 
sible, it might be likewise enacted that vendors shall give a pass or token 
to purchasers of poisons. 

" ' (III) Sindoor, or red lead, should be added to Schedule A of tJia 
Act. It is commonly used by the natives as a poison. 

" ' (lY) licensed vendors should be required to submit their books 
for periodical inspection to the Collector, or Assistant or Deputy Col- 
lector, This will insure strictuees and punctuality. 

" ' (V) Importation of poisons from Native States should be checked 
by requiring the importers to declare the quantity they vrish to import, 
and the purpose for which it is intended. This Collectorato is greatly 
interlaced with foreign territory, and some such provision is requisite. 

" * (VI) Surgeons or Sub-Assistant Sui^ons, wherever available, 
should superintend the sale of poisons.' " 

" I cannot find its provisions have been so enforced as to cause any 
oppression; but to make the Act of greater use, 
tan^^Dt'of^S. ^°'""'" ^ consider the Collector might authorise the Su- 
perintendent of Police to issue the licenses, and 
then the books of sales of poisons would be periodically inspected ; but 
in India vegetable poisons are so easily procurable that legislation in 
not, in my opinion, ever to be of much avail in preventing murder by 
poison, while the provisions of the Act may be of service in preventing 
accidental poisoning." 

Tanna. — " The statistical information of this Department in lespect to 
crime does not show that the existing law (Act 
M^'triU ^' "°'*''"*"'' VIII of 1866) regulating the retail sale of 
poisonous snhstances in any way facilitates the 
obtaining of poisons for criminal purposes. As far as can be judged of the 
Act, it evidently meets all the requirements which necessitated ite be- 
coming law. 

" The facility that exists for obtaining mineral as well as vegetable 
poisons of one kind or another scattered throughout the country, equally 
efficacious and subtle in their administration to those enumerated in the 
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Schedule of the Act, precludes the necessity of the poisoner resorting to the 
retail dealer to supply himself with the means with which to carry out his 
secret designs. However stringent the provisions of the law nay be, 
it neceeaai^y must fail in being able to deprive the poisoner of the 
means of obtaiuing poisons, as both the v^etable and mineral kingdoms 
abound with them in most of the country. 

" Little inconvenience, I apprehend, would result to the community 
by a redaction of the licenses granted, P.very means is adopted to 
grant the licenses to reajiectable persons only under the present system. 
What more can be desired I am at a loss to understand, as only certain 
classes of the population will undertake its sale ; other classes of traders 
would refuse to do so. Section 13 of the Act compels the keeping of 
accounts of sale, together with particulars of to whom sold, &c. ; the 
Pohce have, therefore, every scope afforded them under the existing law 
to trace all purchasers of poison." 

M.jor 'ci™. SuiTin- , The provisions of the Act have been en- 
tendeat of Police. forced, as far as ne can learn, witnout oimculty 

or opposition. 
The cases of poisoning in the district have been so few, — only two, 
oue of which was supposed suicide, — that the Superintendent cannot form 
any judgment as to the results of the Act in question ; but he is of 
opinion that there can be no question as to the benefit of the same.- 

KAandeish. — " Concurs in Captain Probyn's views.* Poisoning is . 

llr. Sheppard, Acting ^'^ '^^ common than formerly, and when the 
MagistrHCe. crime does occur, it i; commonly found that the 

• Follon below. substance employed has been dhatoora, which is 

procurable in every jungle, or broken or ground glass. As a preventive 
measure, therefore, the Act in question has probably not produced any 
very tangible results. At the same time its provisions are undoubtedly 
calculated to be precautionary, and therefore useful, and the undersigned 
has never heard of any complaint on the subject, and has no reason to 
believe that they are considered oppressive," 

" The Act does not appear to have had any effect with regard to tiie 

Cuptain Probjn, Super, crime of poisoning in the zillah. The crime 
inteiidanc of Police. returns show that m 1866 there were five cases 

of poisoning. Last year there were only three, while this year, up to 
the present time, I do not think we have bad any case at all. I do not, 
however, attribute this slight reduction of the offence solely to the intro- 
duction of the Act referred to, but rather to other 

' ' ' causes, such as influence andf the fluctuation of 

the crime of murder from one year smA another. « 

" No complaints of hardship consequent on the introduction of the 
Act have reached my ears during my tour in the districts ; neither can 
there he any inconvenience, provided a sufficient number of licenses 
to sell poison are granted, and judiciously distributed through the 
province. 

" The form given in Schedule C does not appear to me sufficient to 
secure the object in view, which I understand is to place a more com- 
plete check on the indiscriminate sale of poisonous substances. The 
form referred to gives every information CTcepting with regard to the total 
quantity of poison on hand, so that there is do meaus to detect vendors 
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who vaaj sell poisoii and make no entries at all. Dtmng an enqniry 
I made in 1866, I found ttiat some of the vendon, if tJieir account 
were correct, had not sold poison even to the amount they had paid tor 
their licenses. 

" Had the law obliged them to register the qnuitity of poison on 
hand when their liceDses were iasaed, an exanunation of the poisoD on 
hand at the end of the year, or any intermediate time, would show 
whether (he intermediate entries of sale <^ poiBons were correct or other- 
wise." 



From CoLOim Sib W. L. MKBXWiTKsa, K.C£-I. and C.B, Comminioner in Sindh, 
to Hia Eioallencj the Mght Honorable Sii W. B. SxTMOUa T. FitiGbbald, 
6.C8.I., Qoveraor and Preiident in Cooadl, Bombaj,— No. 2^, dated 
Sukkni, Uie 3rd Febraary 1869. 

Bfferring to Qovemment Besolution No. 4010, dated the SSth 
October 1868, I have the honor to report, for the information of Your 
Excellency in Council, that Bombay Act VIII of 1866 has affected the 
revenue &om the sale of poisons, and that it may therefore be consi- 
dered to have worked succeesfully as a restrictive measore. The Collector 
of Hyderabad reports that the revenue on the above account in his 
CoUectorate from August 1866 to July 1867 amounted to lis. 2,989, 
whilst from September 1867 to December 1863 Bs. 125 only was 
realised. The decrease is attributed by the CoUecti»B of Hyderabad 
and Shikarpore to the exclusion from ih.e Schedule attached te the Act 
of the poisons chiefly in demand, viz.,-— 

Antimony. 

Red lead. 

Sugar-of-lead. 

2. He provisitHis of the Act appear to have been enforced without 
difficulty. 



Prom B. C. Baslbt, E*q., Secreterj to the Goremmeiit of India, Home Depart- 
ment, to the Honorable A. Esbh, Secretary to tha Government of Bengal in 
tha Jadicial Department,— No. 662, duted Simla, the lath May 1869. 

With reference to the ooirespondenoe noted on the margin, regard- 

From Bengal. Ko. 2m, ">? the proposal to regulate by law the posses- 

dai«d utb Apiil 1S66. sion and sale of poisons, I am directed to for- 

• * " * ward, for the information of His Honor the 

Lieutenant-Governor, the accompanying copy of a report* on the 

• From Gorernroent of working of the Bombay Act VIII of 1866 (to 

Bombs?, No. 718, dated regulate and restrict the sale of poisons), and to 

ItlLn^"^' '^' *°** Btate that, in the opinion of the Governor General 

in Council, there are very great difEcnlties in the 

way of le^stating in this matter to any useful purpose. 
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Office Hemo. from C. U. AiTcanov, £s(|.. Secretary h> the GoTenunent of IndU, 

Foreign DeparbneDt, to the Secratarj to the GoTenuneiit of India, Home Uepart- 

niBnt,— No. 18J., dated Fort WiUiam, 24th Janoaiy 1872. 

The underaigned is directed to forward to the Home Department a 
copy of the letters mai^nally noted from the 
No. 61A., dated 11th General Superintendent of the Operationa for 
''Sral'ilMd. Oc tli«Snppr«ionof Tiuggee .u.d D^itee, rel.- 
tober 1871. ^^e to the proposw made by him for the sup- 

pression of the crime of thuggee by poieoningr 
and to convey the following observations of the Viceroy and Governor 
General in Council on the subject. 

i. In Colonel Hervey's leport on the operations of the Department 
under his care from 1863 up to tlie end of 1868 (a copy of which was^ 
forwarded to the Home Department with the docket from this office 
No. 176J., dated 18th Novembw 1870), it was stated that although 
thug poisoning was lamentably prevalent, not only in British territories 
bat in Native States, yet not a single arrest had been effected. This- 
was pointed out to ColMiel Hervey in the letter from Hub Department 
reviewing the report, with a^ expression of the regret of Government at 
the absence of any conviction of this class of eriminals. 

3. In his present letter under reference. Colonel Hervey submits that 
this failure has arisen from the action of Government in declining 
to sanction his proposals and those <^ tiie Nortb-Westem Provinoes- 
authorities for dealing with the crime. 

4. His main proposal wh that the approver systenv — to the adoption' 
of which the success of his Department in dealing with thuggee was 
due — should be applied to thug poisoning, *. «., that instead of a£nitting; 
cue or more of the accused in a particular instance to be Queen's evi- 
dence and discharging him when that particular trial is finiehed, the mao- 
tbould first be lenteneed and then admittfd t» be Queen^ evidence, the 
sentence being kept hanging over bi'm (for life in the case of a thug) 
and he being kept under custody the whole time. 

6. The Government of India in this Departoent objected to the 
measure, on the ground that, by Colonel Kerrey's own showingi the crime 
was practised not by organised bonds, but by isolated malefactors, to 
whom the approver system was manifestly inapplicable. 

& This objection does not seem ever to have been met by Colonel 
Hervey, but it was by the North- Western Provinces Government, in a 
letter to this Department, dated llth June 1862, No. 476A. (which was 
trangfcrred to the Home Department with the office memorandum from 
this Department No. 3d, dated 4th February 1863), in which His Honor 
- the Lieutenant-Governor expressed his conviction that thuggee poisoners 
were jast sa much organised bands of professionals as those thugs who 
committed murder by strangulation, the only differeace being that the 
weapon of destruction used by the former did not always kill, while 
those of the latter in nearly every caee did so. 

7. Government in the Hodm Department on the 6th March 1863 
' showed the Lieutenuit-Govemor that no further action on the port of 

the Legislature was needed to legalise the application to the crime of 
the approve ^tem, which in its application to thuggee and dacoitee 
was based on executive authority still poesested by His Honor and heads 
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of other AdmiDistrationa, and was eufficiestly warranted by Section 64 
of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

8. From the enclosare to the present letter from Colonel Hervey it 
would appear that in 1865 he tried to get the system applied in an en- 
quiry into thug poisoning, but the Magistrate of Monghyr decided that 
tiie system of conditional pardon waa illegal, something quite difEerent 
being contemplated in Section S04 of the Criminal Frucedure Code. It 
would have been better, His Excellency in Council thinks, had Colonel 
Hervey, instead of allowing the matter to drop, either referred it himself 
for the consideration of Government, or requested the Magistrate of 
Monghyr to refer the point for authoritative decision, more especially 
when it is remembered that he was aware of the views of the Govern- 
ment of India as to the legality of the approver system uider the pro- 
visions of Section o4 of the same Code. 

9, It appears to the Viceroy and Governor General in Council that 
these two sections of the Criminal Procedure Code referred to, viz., 54 and 
209, are concurrent, and that the fact of a man having reneived a pardon 
from Government under Section 64 conditionally on his telling the truth 
in all cases in which he is called as a witness, does not legalty disqualify 
him for giving evidence in such cases ; but, on tbo other hand, if the 
Magistrate chooses to offer such a man a free pardon, he can do so under 
Section 209. If this he so, a defect is brought to light in the wording 
of the Act, and the undersigned is accordingly desired by His Excellency 
in Council to request that, as the Criminal Procedure Code is now in 
the course of re-enactment, such action as may appear expedient in the 
Legislative Department may be taken with the view of remedying that 
defect. 



Copy fbrvmtded to the General Superintendent of Operations for the 
Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoitee, with reference to his letter 
No.. 61A., dated 11th February 1871. 



From CotOKBI, C. Hbbvsv, General Superintendent of Operations for the Suppreaaion 
of Thaggee and Dacoitee, to C. U. Aitchibov, Esq.. C. 8. I., Secretary to the 
GoTenunent of India, Foreign Department, — No, S1&., dated Jalnab, lltb 
Febmary 1871. 

In yout reply, No. 175J, dated ISthNovemher laat, to my recent 
Report of the operations of the Thuggee and Dacoitee Department 
in Native States, it was observed (paragraph 4) , with an expression of 
regret, that not a single arrest had been made of any thug poisoner.* 

* Thii ora* k> noticed trom a conaideration of Statement B. But that document waa a 
■CatameDt of the nnmber of eriminBU vho had been denovticed merely bj accomplicea 
duling the period under report, but who remained to be arreBt«d. Statement A nna of the 
ptraoDS mrerierf; and it showed that Z7 poiwmeri were taken into cuatodj.. Thig is im- 
matenal, however, to the preaent euqnir;, the atatement ihowing tlmt 23 of the number 
irere releaaed, no approvere having, under the eiiiting inatroctiona of Oorernment, been 
admitted against them. The conviction of the remaining 4 peraona took place upon the 
evidence ofHome old Phantigar thngnpproven, who and occaMOuall; to cvmbiue rtrangliug 
with acta of puiiouing. 
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Z. In reviewing the crime of thiig^e by means of poisons in my 
• To the Secretatj to repo""*. ^^^ i° **>« marpn * I explained (in con- 
theOoTernmentof indiii, tinnation of former similar representations) the 
Foreign Department, No. peculiar difficulties which beaet effective operations 
1861 ^'^ss'"" """'^ ^nst perpetrators of that particular offence, from 
the state of the law and otiier considerations ; and 
in describing it ae a crime " which bad gained that head, that no effort 
should be left untried for putting down an evil of so frightful a magni- 
tude," I not only represented the necessity to amend the existing law 
against the offence of poisoning, but I also solicited permiBsion to apply 
the Approver S^Hem towards its suppreasion — urging in support of theBe 
proptwals, " that if , as I could not but believe, Government should not 
object, under so dire a necessity, to subsist a larger body of approvers than 
hitherto had been usual in proceedings against thug stranglers, the 
necessity for maintaining a lai^er body of such persons was no argument 
against the adoption of the ' Approver System ' for the same effectual 
suppression of a crime the continued prevalence of which might other- 
wise become an opprobrium to our rule." 

3. The reply I was honored withf was to the effect that the Govem- 
t The Secretarj to the ment of India did not think it necessary to act 

Government of India, Fo- on my auggestion for an alteration of the 
"SX'rSdtrS: ei=t;«gl™- A prop»al to e„„t it to b. 
6843, iauA 16th September penal to he found in the possession of poisonous 
1601- drugs without a liceneCj was also negatived, and 

in the matter of the " Approver System" I was informed that the 
Governor General in Council did not concur in my views of the 
expediency of that proposal. 

4. The same proposals were subsequently, from time to time, again 
ui^ed by other authorities. They were once more brought forward solate 
even as 1868. 

6. And when, at an intermediate period in 1865, it was essayed by 
t Sec et» H De it- ^'' ^''y ^7 ^^J advice, consequent on the 
ment^ to the Seccetar; to somewhat modified orders of 1863,^ to iutroduce 
the OoTernment, Nortli- tbc Approver System against some bands of 
Wmtern ProviDces, No. professional poisoners practising in some of the 

1646, dBted 6th March j-.-, 1.,^ ^ j. '^ l ll. 

1865, para. 12. districts Of Bengal, to whose suppression he had 

been specially appointed and been placed under my 
directions, the local Magistrate even declared its illegality and objected to 
allow it, 

6. In a Report to the Government of India in the Home Depart- 

S No. 930, dated 18th ment,5 when I again ventured to urge the expe- 
Saptember 1866. diency of ft Special law restricting the tale and 

possetsion of poisons, I stated of the crime of thuggee hy means of 
poisons that "life was generally taken, or if the victims recftvered, 
they did so at the sacrifice of their health and intellect; that in 
frequent instances there was no Police det«ction ;" and further, that 
"Had long aimed to gain for the subject the consideration it merited" 

IJTo the QoTorDinent of ^^ '° ™y '«^' ^1*^*^ °^ ""^ crime, l| I once 
India iu the Home Depart- more submitted of it ae follows : " That the old 
""""'' ^%a^*' ^*'** ^' crime of thuggee by strangulation has been 

''^'" * superseded by that of poisoning, is, I believe, now 

generally admitted, or it would be admitted, from the information pre- 
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sented by these etatemente alone, if Jbrvmr report* had not mffieiently 
etiailished the fact; and it is only in eontmuation of my very earnest effortt 
for fie tv^remo* of the dreadful enil that I have ventured to come up 
to Government with these proposals, — an evil aceompliahed by secret 
means at once diabohcal and cowardly, and which if it should not le 
attended with the destruction of Hfe in every case, the destruction thereof 
is so far contemplated that the purpose being effected, namely, tke robbery 
of the victim, it is of no conoern to the criminal wheLher the man dies or 
not, his recovery being, on the other hand, often attended with the 
sacrifice of hie intellect or of his bodily health ; and under these conditions 
I humbly commend these statements to the ctmsideration of Government." 

7. Although the orders o£ Government decUning to allow the 
" Approver System " to be applied to the suppression of the crime of 
thuggee by means of poisons, and other dissents, were issued at a period 
when the executive agency of the Thuggee and Dacoitee Department 
had not been withdrawn from British districts, and were passed moi9 
directly on a report of the prevalence of the crime in some British dis- 
tricts, a reconsideration of that report will show that the propositions 
submitted in it for the easier suppression of the crime, wherever it i^onld 
take place, had reference to the whole of India. What was an objection, 
moreover, in British territory, would equally be an objection in Native 
States, the British functionaries in which were guided so mueh in their 
judicial investigations— and correctly so guided — by the principles of the 
Indian Penal and Criminal Prooedare Codes. Government is further 
aware that the " Approver System " was the only mode of procedure 
followed by this Department for the suppression of the criminal classes 
i^inbt which its operations were directed. Any orders, therefore, which 
denied to the Department that special mode of procedure, were, I would 
submit, virtually to interdict any operations on its part gainst the 
particular class of criminals to whose suppression the adoption thereof 
had been formally solicited. 

8, I would therefore respectfully ask for some further instructions 
on the subject ; and with such a view, I beg yon to submit the accom- 
panying printed file of papers to the notice of His Excellency the Viceroy 
and Governor General in Council, comprising as they do in a collect^ 
form the most noteworthy of the correspondence which has fnnn time 
to time taken place on this very important question. 



From Sib Gbobob CoufSB, B&rt., Seoretiuy to the GoTemmeDt, North-Weitern 
ProTinces, to Majob Chablbb Hbbvbt, General Snperiutendent of Opera- 
tions for the Suppression of Thuggee and Duoitea,— So. 2il7A, it.UA 13th 
September 1860. 

I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to transmit the ac- 

Eitraot, p««w™ph 41. from letter No. 80, d.ted COmpanying copies of 

Slst Uaj, from Connaiuiaaer of B«nsr«e. Correspondence as per mar- 

Eiinct from the Aiiingnrli Miigiatrate'i NuratiTB of gin, relating to Certain 

■"Kr^fSotti'irra^Lf. N.™»„ .t »a»>™p«,ted a. having 

beiDDiu crimw doring 1859 (5 caae»). occurred m the Benares 

EitMct from the Miriapore Magiitrato'i NRTnitiTO of Division during 1859, in 

beiDOQi crime* during 1869 (1 ca»). which poisOOOUS drUgS 

were administered for purposes of theft. 
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2. There is, in His Honor's opinion, no doubt tbat, as observed by 
the Ma^strate of Benares, it is very difficult, in cases of this nature, to 
trace the offenders, from the very fact that their victims are left in a 
state of etupefactioD, and seldom recover till the former have placed miles 
behind them. There is but one remedy for oi^nised crimes of this kind. 
The efforts of the magisterial officers, within their respective jurisdic- 
tioDB, may result in the detection of the ofFenders in one or more isolated 
cases, but it cannot avail for the effectual repression of the crime. A 
single agency, with continuous jurisdiction along the several main lines of 
traffic, and with the means at its disposal of making rapid and uninter- 
rapted puisuiij is the only one at all calculated to cope suooessf ully with 
this crime. 

3. I am accordingly desired to request that you will have the good- 
ness to state whether you can spare an officer to devote himself to the 
investigation of these cases, and the suppression of this crime, — a crime 
most dangerous to society and opprobrious to our rule. 

Eitiact, pongrapbg 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, of a letter from YuobChiblbsHiBVBT, 

'al SuperiiitaDdeDt of OpentioQe for the SnppreaBion of Thaeiree aod 
■ ■' - ■ -^ ^ • - ',£.WeB' " ■ " " 



bacoitee, to the Secretary to the Government, North-WeBtem Proi 
751, dated Jubhalpore, 21th September 1860. 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No- 
The prcvaleuceof the 24>17A., under date I3th instant, on the subject 
crime of dbntoorn thnggee, marginally noticed, calling upon me to state 

!L'^^t'w™H™™f„'?Kl whether an officer from this Department could be 
ingdeIetenoiiBdnigi,ia the i i .j_ • ■■ .• /Ti_ 

Beoarei DiviuoD of the Spared for the investigation of the cnme men- 
North-Weitem ProTinceg, tioned. 

2. In reply I have the honor to state that I think the duty may 
safely be entrusted to Captain Chamberlain, the Assistant for Oudh and 
the North- Western Provinces, an officer of experience and research. His 
attention is already directed to the crime, as ehown in the annesures, and 
as it is very probable that the information he has already acquired of the 
criminals, although in another territory, wiU lead him to the detection of 
others, and carry him from gang to gang of those who ate in the habit of 
practising this now growing evil in the districts under notice, it would 
serve to give unity to the proceedings of the Department against this par- 
ticular class of transgressors — since the same enquiry is engaging the 
attention of all our other Assistants — were an officer of the Department 
employed against them teAo thould act under tie tpecial rules under tahicA 
its operation! are conducted, instead of any other officer who may not be 
similarly controlled. 

****** 

6. I consider it, I submit with great respect, most opportune to the 
interests of the Native community that this subject has gained the 
serious attention of His Honor the Lieutenant-Oovemor, My own, I 
would represent, had long been turned to it, and during my employment 
in another presidency — impressed that the crime was of a very formidable 
nature, that it had in fact superseded thuggee by strangulation, and that 
i^e danger of its gaining hesd was, as had been urged in another place, 
in proportion to the difficulty of detection — I had long to combat many 
adverse circumstances before I could rouse, if I may so express myself, that 
attention to it which its beinousnees demanded. Since my appointment 
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to the hea/A of the Departmeiit, I have perceived that, not confined to the 
territories hitherto in my charge, the crime prevailed in every other portion 
of India. But while the Assistants of the Department are strenuous in 
their efforts to cope with it, tAe ataie of the law does not, I would bring 
to notice, admit of that facility for an effectual and speedy remedy the 
agents of the Department possess by means of special legislation in their 
operations gainst other organiBed crimes, obviously bo essential in any 
combined efforts for its repression. His Honor has truly observed that 
it is very difficult to trace the offenders from the very fact that their vic- 
tims are left in a state of stupefaction, and seldom recover till the crimi- 
nals have placed miles behind them : but that is not, I submit, Uie only 
difBculty; the almost insurmountable one is, that the men by whom the 
drug is administered are generally in such disguises, that by persons just 
recovered from a state of insensibility it is generally vain to expect that 
they should be recognised, should they by any chance be seized and con- 
fronted with them, — to which I would add tlut in the greater frequency 
of cases such as have come under my notice, the poisons are dispensed but 
by a single person, but whoee associates are at hand, and only present 
themselves when stupefaction has already supervened ; that the doses are 
administered without reference to their direct noxiousness to human 
life, or to the bodily condition of the victim to be practised upon; 
that consequently death is the fatal result from an overd(»)e, and, 
what may be regarded as the worst feature of the difficulty attending 
repression, tn perkapt nine cate* out of ten of robbery hy meant of de- 
leterioua drvgt, it ti only when death has been the remit that the Police have 
become atoare of the crime having been committed, as, iu the generality of 
cases, persons when awakened to their senses have been too glad to have 
escaped with their lives, to care much to make any complaint of their 
having been robbed. Under these circum stances, it is painfully obvious 
that, for the detection of such criminals, recouree may only be had to a 
means which, although in an enhghtened age it should be regarded to be 
but a coarse means, is the only efficient one for successfully coping with 
a class of miscreants whose devices defy every other process for their 
detection and punishment, living as they do among an habitually 
apathetic and easily deluded people, where race is antagonistic with race, 
and life so trifled with, the inhabitants giving but little asBistance to the 
Police, the Police themselves being indifferent and backward, except when 
urged to exertion by fear of dismissal, such as caused by the discovery of 
a dead body, and the great bulk of the people being, moreover, averse to 
report the perpetration of crime, from a Keen sense of the inconvenience 
of being obliged to go long distances to give evidence about it, — / allude 
to the meaTts acquired from the evidence of accomplices. 

7. I am therefore led, seeing that His Honor is determined to adopt 
strenuous measures for the suppression of these evil-doers, to reagitate a 
questjun which I had long laboured at, viz., that relating to the insuffi- 
ciency of the present law for the punishment of poisoners, if they may be 
tUccessfaUy opposed through the ageni^ of this Department, and to the 
• Et.tih.l*d » ict to conversion of Act XXIX of lh5U,* the operation 
nmend Act XXXI of 1888, of which IS at present confined to the limits of 
for tha preTtDiiuu of poi- the jurisdiction only of the several Supreme 
""'"8- Courts of Judicature, to « law for all India, to 
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enable the Department to commit cases of the nature under enquiry for 
trial to the regular Courts, with some hope of obtaining on conviction 
the extreme aivards that law provides, — for by such awards only may 
these offenders be restrained, aud under operation of them the ofEcerp of 
the Department may reasonably place a greater reliance upon eliciting 
acceptable evidence from the accomplices they may admit to be approv- 
ers, than they could upou the testimony of men who under operation of 
the ordinary Mofussil law should be sentenced only to some limited 
term of imprisonment ; — and with such a view, I venture to submit for 
• Paffe» 107 to 146 E of ^ia Honor's perusal the pages of the accom- 
Selectiong from the Becordi panying volume noted m the margin * as per- 
or the Bombay Qovernmenii haps furnishing matter altogether relevant to a 
Lew^'wri^'^^™""'*''''''^' conaideration of the subject, although its scope 
should refer to another part of the country. 

8. From these document it will appear to the Lieutenant-Gijvemor 
that the crime as practised in other territories — and, I may say, gener- 
ally eveiywhere in India — answers to the description of it as narrated ia 
the cases in the Benares Division which formed the accompaniments to 
your letter under reply, and they may perhaps serve to impress His 
Honor with a more pressing necessity for the adoption of some more 
stringent measures if we would conscientiously endeavour to check what 
has aptly been pointed at in your letter m an opprobrium to our rule; 
for I cannot but lament the necessity the Department is so often under 
of having recourse to Non-Begulation Courts to which to commit its 
cases for trial, in which, although not in all (and here I allude to 
those Courts which although called non-regulatiaa are still hampered 
with technicahtiee and with rules and regulations), not only is the evi- 
dence of accomplices and the proofs afforded by the documentary evi- 
dence it has been the practice in this Department to send up, generally 
admitted for the purposes of conviction, but in which, as in the Courts 
of Law in the Punjab and Oudh, cases of poisoning are viewed as cases 
of thu^ee, and are tried accordingly under the operation of Act XXX 
of 1836 and its subsequent enactments — a result not to be hoped for, it 
may bfr presumed from the printed pages I have submitted, ^rom the 
ordinary process of the law in Regidation Courts, except the territorial 
scope of Aot XXIX of 1850 should be enacted to i^ply, as I have advo- 
cat«d, to the wAole of BritUk In'/ia. 

9. I would also, with a view to admitting at once of a full considera- 
t 1. Oaptun Chaml>CTlun, Asaigtant General Superintendent. ^^"^ ^\ '^ subject, 

at Lucknow, to the Qeoeral Superintaidenli, No Zs, dated 5th place tO the notice 

Juij 1860. of the Lieutenant- 

a. Major Evan>, Officiating Commissioner, to the Deputy Governor the docn. 

CommiBsioner, Oonw. (demi-official), dated 16th June 1880. uovemor IDC aocu- 

3. Major Evana, to Captain CharaberUln {demi-official), nients i, have also 
dated 16th June 1860. Ventured to annex 

4. Major Hervej, Qenorsl Saperintendent, to Capt^n q^ j^jg eubWt + as 
Chamberlain, ABHBtant Oenaral Soperintendant, No. 62^ dated „ ^. i; is 
I4t!i July 1860. '^^ ^^^ question of 

6. Major Hervey, to the Magiatrute of Mnttra, No. 568, making it penal to 
dated 36th jniy 1860. ...,„ ,„ .,^, be f ound in the pos- 

6. Captain Chamberlain, AsnatantaeneralSupenntondent, „„„■„„ „( j i f ■ 
tft the Secretary to the Government of Oodh, No. 37, dated 14th session ot aeleten- 
Jnljiaeo, 0U8 drugs, as con- 

templated by the 
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Governmentof Bom- 
bay, obtaining^ under 
tiie (Joverament of 
the Punjab, viewed 
by the late lamented 
Mr. J. A. Craigie 
in his place of Sea- 
BioQ Judge for the 



da Territories, and 
proposed by me 
for adoption in the 
Province of Oudh. 
It will be manifest 
to the Lieutenant- 
Qovemor that if 
such a law were 
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7. Th( CommiMioner and SnperintcndeDt oF Locknow, to 
the Secret&r; to (be Chief OommiBaonei of Oodb, No, 20E7, 
dated Srd Jul? 1360. 

8. The Deputf Commiutoner of Oonao, to ths ComtniB- 
■ioner and Superintenilant, No. 286, dated £8th Jane 186a 

9. The Secretary to the Chief CommiMioner. to the Com- 
miuiODer mnd SnperinteDdcnt, No. 1S80, dated 7th Jnl? I860. 

10. Major Hervey, General Snperintendent^ to Capt*in 
ChamberUin, No. 661, dated 21it Angnit 1860. 

11. Major BeiTej, Geiwral Snperintendenl^ t« the Htgil- 

trate of Poona, No. 110, dated 21»t June 1852. siJnffnr and Nerbud^ 

la. H. L. Anderwin. E«i, Secretary to the GoTarnment Saogor ana IN eroua- 
of Bombay, to Major Herrey, AMistmt General Superintendent '*° ^ -.— .f«™.<i onrt 
at Belganm, No. 1609, dated 3nd June 1S58. 

13. Extract, para<. 3 to 10, of • QoTemment Reaolntion 
(Bomhay) to the Register, Sadder Fanjdaree Adawlut, No. 1608, 
dated Snd June 1868. 

14. Major Herrey, General Superintendent, to J. A. Craigia, 
£aq., Seeaion Jodre, Snugor and Nerbudda Territories, No. 
324, dated 86th April 1860. 

15. Mr. Cr^gie, Seadon Judge, to Major Herrey, General 
Superintendent, No. 82, dated 2ud May ISOa 

16. Major Hervey, General Superintendent, t» J, A. Craigie, nassed, the facilities 
an.. Session Judge, No. 425, ^ted Ist October 18S9. *„ '_.:*+; ♦!,„ 

17. Mr. Craigie, to Major Herrey, General Soperintendent, ^'^ committing: the 
Ho. 61, dated 6tli October 1869. cnme under enquiry 
would be very much circumscribed. Mid a very powerful agency estab- 
lished towards its speedier suppreseioti. A document which, as an 

• Captain Herrey AMist- 'wcompaniment to One of the letters now sub- 
ant Oeneral Mjperin Undent mitted, is also appended,* may also suggest the 
at Belgaom, to the Magig. adoption in the Provinces of the North- West of 
No. li(\ jjjg precautionary measure it advocates, for tiie 
purpose in view, for the surreillance of the roads 
of traffic by the Police. 

10. I submit this report with the greatest deference, and I trust I 
shall not by it be deemed to have overstepped the bounds of my duty, or 
to have needlessly entered into a subject which in your letter under reply 
I bad not been requested to report upon. I n^ight have con&ned my 
reply to the enquiry conveyed, but it has been my desire to present for 
consideration that the crime under notice had already engaged the serious 
attention of the Thuggee Department. With a sense o£ the difliculties 
that have hitherto presented themselves, and under a conviction of a 
necessity for the adoption of the promptest remedies for its extinction, 
I hail the serious view of it that has been taken by the Lieutenant- Oov- 
emor, on which to build a hope that those remedies will no longer be 
delayed, and I have therefore eagerly embraced the opportunity your 
enquiry afforded me, for bringing me whole subject under His Honor's- 
further oonsidenttion. 



dated Slat June 1850. 



o the Oeneral SaperiDleDdmt,— No, 179A, dated 2Sth Febraarj 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 761, 
dated 24th September last, and of its enclosures, regarding the 
meaanres which may in your opinion be moet advantageously taken 
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for the anppreseion of the crime of robbery by the adminietration of 
poisonous or deleterious drags, which is becoming rife in these FrOYinces, 
and in adjacent territoiy. 



i. With respect to your proposal that the provisions of Act XXIX 
of 1850 should be applicable to all India, I am to point out to you that 
this Government seems hardly the proper channel through which to 
submit such a proposition. The Lieutenant-Governor believes that the 
crime of robbery by the administration of poisonous or deleterious drugs 
is not more rife in these Provinces than it is in the other parte of the 
Indian Empire which are not Bubject to his jurisdiction, and it therefore 
occurs to His Honor that, if you are deliberately of opinion that it would 
be advisable to extend the provisions of the Act in the manner which 
you have now suggested, it would be well for you to submit the proposal 
for the considerauon and orders of the Government of India in that 
Department to which you are immediately snbordmate. 

5. Your other proposal vU., that it be made a penal offence to be 
found in tbe possession of deleterious drugs, can only be carried out by 
special legislative enactment, and the Lieutenant-Governor would sug- 
gest that you refer this important question also at tbe same time for the 
consideration of His Excellency the Viceroy in Council. 

6. In conclusion, I am to express the Lieutenant-Governor's ac- 
knowledgments of the obliging readiness which you have displayed in at 
onee coming forward to aid this Government with your advice and assist- 
ance in its endeavonrs to suppress the prevalence of these mysterious 
crimes. 



CircDl&T fWim Maiok Chablbs Hbbtit, to hia ABs-iattiiiU in the Hu^ee Depart- 
ment, ftnd to CjifTAiM Watsom, on BpeoUl duty at Beuares,— dated 23rd 
September 1S61. 

• Paragraph 6 of QnT- I havc the honor to inform you that it has 

ernment letter No. 634i3, been ruled by the Government of India that 
dsted 16th September 1861. t^e "Approver System" shall not be followed 
in this Department in cases of poisoning.* 

i. I have therefore to request that in all such cases investigated by 
you which do not come within the meaning of Act III o£ 1848, you 
will not admit confessing parties to be approvers according to the sys- 
tem observed in this Department, but only to be Queen's evidence 

t Regnlation X of isa9, according to ordinary magisterial process, to 
SaeHoa 3. the Regulation as to which you are referred,t 

and then only when absolutely necessary, and after reference to this 
office when the reference can be made without detriment to the progress 
of the enquiry on hand. 

S. The statements of such persons should, however, be invariably 
taken down according to departmental custom, — that is to say, in, 
the same manner and with tbe same precautions as the statemente oi 
approvers have hithedxi been recorded. 
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FrotuHiioR Charlbs Hbbtst, General Sopnintendent, to Sik Qboise Coupkb, 

Burt, Secretarj to the Government of the North-Western ProYinoei, — No. 

862, dated 2lBt Ootober 1861. 

With reference to the extract from my general report as per 

• To ths Government margin,* on the subject of the crime of poiBOiUDg, 

of India, No. 6B6, dated submitted for the information of the Lieutenant- 

^«\m'' ^^^' **"' GoverDorwith my letter under date 27th July 

*"^ 1861, No. 596, 1 have now the honor to furnish 

t Parajtraphi 4 and s an extract from the replyt I have received, com* 

, of a letter from the Se- mnnicatiiig that my propositionB for the coDver- 

^nwfVdi^ In"; '«io° o*. Act XXIX of 1S50 into a law for 

Foreign Department, all ludia, and for the enactment of s law 

I No. 6343, dated lotb making it penal to be found in the possessiju of 

l,September 1861. deleterious drugs, have not met with approval 

from the Grovemment of India. 

2. The clause in the new Penal Code to which t have been referred 
(328), the Lieutenant-Governor will perceive, limita the punishment of 
criminals of this class io imprUonment for ten years only — my proposal 
having been that effectnally to put down this now growing crime, the 
sentence should, on conviction, be transpoTtation for life, 

3. His Excellency the Qovemor General in Council has also, it will 
be observed, ohjacted to the " Approver System " being applied to cases 
of poisoning, — a decUion, lohich will neceisarily very mueX impede He 
co-operation of thie Bepariment in He eitppreuion of lie crime. My efEort 
was to show that more reliable evidence was to be obtained from an 
accomplice who, according to the process obtaining in this Department 
in like cases, should already be a convict«d criminal under an extreme 
sentence of the lam, than from an accomplice who in conformity with 
ordinary magisterml procedure should have been admitted what is tech- 
nically called a Queen's evidence only. The former, namely, approverf, — 
I also showed, would, as conditionally pardoned persons in life-long cus- 
tody, be impotent for future miechiej ; while the latter, by their free par- 
don and release, tuouUt be enabled at any time to revert to tie crime. I 
would submit, for instance, that the accomplices who gave their evidence 
in the case of poisoning lately successfully worked out by Captain 
Watson at Benares, would, accoi-ding to my proposal, have stiU remained 
in custody, but who by their admission as Queen's evidence only, will, on 
their consequent lilieration, he able to renew their criminal associations, — 
the experience of this Department being that such persone generally 
acquire the opportunity, as they possess the inclination for doing so. 

4. I beg to submit a copy of the instructions on this subject as per 
t Circniarte H^oi Uicltwjn, Captain Cham- margin,! issued by me to the 

berlain, and Captain Wataoa, No. 749, dated officers employed on this duty 
23rd September 1881. in the North-Westem Pro- 

vinces, consequent on the above restrictions from the Government of India. 

Extract, parographe 7 and 22, of a letter from Muoa Chasebs Hbbvit, Qeneral 
Saperiotendent, to Colonel Duba.kd, C.B., Seoretarj to tha Government <j 
India. Foreign Department,— No. 640, dal«d Slat Jnl; 1862. 
7 # » » » The crime of poisoning prevails (I believe through- 
out India) without sensible diminution, but owing to the recent orders 
t Printed at pagei Se to aS. 
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of Govemment not to apply the approver system in such cases, this 

DepaitmeDt has not been able to take up any very effectual proceedings 

in its suppression, it being miUnly upon the evi- 

Uia tiorernmeiit, North- io caees of a proressional nature, however, that 
Wectara Provineee. No. may be clasficd under " Thuggee " as defined in 
8fift dated 2lBt October gection 310 of the Penal Code, my instructions 
to Assistant* are to admit approvers, and I sub- 
mit a letter on the subject addressed by me to the Government] North- 
western Provinces.* 

22. * * * • The action of the Department, as in the year 
under report^ is, as a general measure, for former offences only. In new 
eases of a professional nature, approvert have fird to be procured, their 
accomplices registered under general numbers, and other usual and 
necessary precautions observed j and it therefore often happens that 
some time elapses before the criminals are brought to trial : hence why 
fresh casee cannot always be at once determined upon. Experience will 
generally indicate by what particular class a crime has been committed, 
but time is necessary for its fuller development. 



From Uajob Chibebs Hgbtbt, General Snperintendeat, to CiptaihJ. T. WiTSoir, 
Diatrict Snperiateudent of Police, on apecul duty at Benares, — No. 713> dated 
20th Sept«ml>eT 1S61. 

I have been informed by the Secretary to Government, NorUi- 
Western Provinces,t that you have been speci- 
SeptembJ'iMi. ^^^7 charged with the investigations into cases 

of robbery by means of poisons, and have been 
directed, as recommended by the Inspector -General of Police, North- 
Western Provinces, to consider yourself under my directions and guidance 
as the Head of the Department for the suppression of that crime. 

2. Copies of letters as per margin^ have been forwarded to me with 

the commuui cation, from which 
1 1. The Inipector-Qenenil of Folioe, North- t i„„_„ 4.1,„». „„,, !,„„„ ^\.^„■■^.Jt 
wLtern Proving, to th« 8ecra«^ to Oovera. } Jeam that you have obtamed 
moot. North-WeBteru ProvincBB, No. SOLA., information of a gang of poi- 
dated I2ad Angnst 1861. BOncrs, consisting of both sexes, 

*''pr'^'^ ."■.^°'°T"'**.°''°«°*"'1*°f for whose detection and pun- 

of Police, BeoarM, to the Inipector- General of . , , , , , r"" 

Polioe, Nortb-Weateni Provlncea, No. 98, dated ishmeut you have been deputed 
eth Angnit 1861. as above. Of this discovery I 

8.0Ut«ditto,to ditto ditto, No. 100, dated ha<] already been apprised by 
4. The Secretory to Goramaieut, North- receivmg from the Lommis- 
Westum ProTincea, to tlie Ingpector-Oeneral of siouer of the Saugor and Ner- 
Police, North.We«tera ProFincea, No. 96JA, budda Territories a copy of 
dUrf w. B.PU.W 1S61. y„„ ,^j^^ ^^ ^ ;Jdr«., No. 

101, dated 9th August 1861, in which you had requested him to 
obtain information of some of the parties named in the documents 
received as above from Government. 

3. Your discovery is an important one, and I shall be glad to 
hear from you of \h& result of your references to the authorities o£ 
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^ Ranee LnllM, Biyab Bandelcund, &G., 111. regard to those persone who 
2alim Sing, and Beharee. have been stated by your informant to be tbfl 
cbief actoi-G in the confederacy.* 

5. The offer of & fret pardon to the woman Brij BuEsia, as sanctioned 
by the Govemment North-Western Provinces, in the 4th paragmph of 
the Secretar3r's letter to Mr. Court, you will perceive to be aomewhal con- 
trary to our practice. A prospect of eventual release generally leads the 
party to give only partial evidence, and the remission of the unexpired 

fiortion of & period of imprisonment so limited as If^ months only may 
ead the woman, I am afraid, to consider the boon incommensurate with 
the information she is able to impart. t I should 
Jrdf dl^^Tl^^': l^^^^ preferred putting her upon her trial for her 
tmBtwortbj,— c. H. admissions to you (after they should have been 

authenticated), the full penalty (death or trans- 
portation for life) being awarded on her conviction, and a eondUwnal 
pardon then promised her, on her divulging to you every portion of her 
criminal career. But the orders of the Government must in this case 
be strictly acted up to. In the ease of other revelations, it will be neces- 
sary for you to act otherwise. Criminals of such a class, moreover, wben 
released, generally revert to their former evil practices, and it will be in- 
cun^bent upon us to avert such a contingency in the case of other persons 
whom it may be necessary to admit as approvers. 

6. It will also be necessary to take down the confessions of such 
persons in a uniform manner ; for, upon the care taken in recording 
such documents, very much rests the value of the evidence they imjart 
in connection with that recorded by other accomplices, whether before 
yourself or in the Courts of the officers co-operating with you ; and with 
Buch a view you will be furnished, as soon as prepared, for your guidanee, 

with a copy of a confession lately made to myself 
I LntctniTin Daa% Bj- Ijy a criminal of tlie same class as that against 
*^**" which you are now engaged. J 

7. Ab the information imparted to you by the woman "Simorkee" 
fas written iu the papers received from you, but stated to he Simertee in 
those received from Captain Chamberlain) would seem to be of importance 
aa being confirmatory in some degree of the revdations of Brij Bussia, 
it will perhaps be advisable to admit her also -as an approver, and yott 
should therefore take down her oonfessions according to the above form. 

8. Every act of crime spoken to by a confessing party should at once 
be referred to the local authority where it is stated to have occurred, tor 
verification, and which I have uo doubt you have already done in respect 
to those that haVe already been admitted to yourself, for it will be of the 
utmost imp<fftanoe to the snccees of your enquiries. The confession, your 
references, the answers you receive, and eveiy paper connected with each 
case, shoijd be recorded, ae shown in the annexares, in a separate missul. 
Roisters should also be kept by yon of every ^certained instance of 
crime ; and of the name of every accomplice denounced in the several 
confessions, with forms of which you will be furnished. The names of 
places and of individuals should be' written and speli, whether in your 
registers or in your communications and references, in a legible manner 
and exactly at originally recorded. A deviation from such a course 
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inroWes a great Seal of inoonvenience, and Bometimes great confusiom. 
Trying anthorities are also sometimes incliaed to throw discredit npos 
testimony in wbich such discrepancies exist ; and I bring this to yoor 
notice thus early, because the names of the persons and places mentioned 
in the documents forwarded to me from yourself, difEer more or less with 
those written in the same papers received from Goremment and from 
Captain ChamberlaiB. 



Extract, panigr^bs 2, 8, 4, 6, 7,-8, 9, u)d 10, of a ^mi-official ktter firom- Muoa 
Hbbtkt, General Siiperintoii^Dt^ to CAxauti Waisos, — dated 27th September 



2. If the woman Simorkee's statemwits stand the tests of anthen- 
ticity yon will put them to, it would, as yon sn^est, be advisable to 
promise her a pardon j and you should, in holding oat such a pardon to 
her, let her understand that it must be Qoatingent upon such a result — 
that is, dependent upon her stories being verified. 

3. If you find that she belongs to an isolated gang, then, as directed 
in my last official (circular No. 7&7), yon must adaiit her as Qneen's 
evidence only, t^e result of which will be that, after she has fulfilled her 
part of the compact, she will be liberated, which, as I remarked in my 
oSeiaiHo. 7 i&, is contrary io tie practice of He TAn^gee Deparimeni ; but 
it cannot be helped. Government ha^ so rnled it, and tiieir orders must 
be attended to, damaging aUhmtgh in my own apprehension they will be, t» 
any kppectual blow against tie ^rime. 

4. But if, on the other hand, you find she bekinga to a regular 
organised gang halntually oonoemed or associated with any other for the 
purpose of oommittisg robbery by means int^ided by its members, or 
known by them, to be likely to cause death, — that is to say, if she and her 
associates in ^me may be brought under the meaning of Act III of 
1K48, and of the Acts of which that Act is a continuation, then, as 
implied in my circular letter above adverted to, you will have it in your 
power to ofEer her a conditional pardon,'— that is, to ofEerto admit her as an 
approver oh her eonsenting to be tried upon her confessions under that Act, 
the punishment awarded to her on conviction, whatever its extent, being 
held in abeyance as long as she abides by ber own engagements to be 
faithful anid true in ^1 that she says and does, — ^the whole process oE 
which you will find detailed in the printed correspondence furnished to 
yon with my letter No. 743. 

5. It might help you in your investigations of this crime to read 
the papers bom psges 107 to U6 in a compilation of mine styled " Selec^ 
tiona from the Records of the B<«ibay Government in the I'olice 
Brandi — No. 1, new series — Bombay, 1869," a copy of which you will 
find in the local Magistrate's ofSce, Jot the volume was circulated. 

« * * * .* * 

7. From those papers yon will peranve that this system of empoi- 
sonment is pretty nearly similar everywiere ; and the difiSculty of detec- 
tion and convicti<Hi, eam^Jrom tie evidence qf accomplices, to be also the 
suue everywhere. 
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8. I will send for your furtliei iuformatioD what has snhBeqiieDtly 

heeo written on the 
Hy letter to tbe Gotemment, North-WMtern Provincei, same subject, that TOU 
Kcj61. d»ud Mth Septe«.ber I860 ^^y altogether nnder- 

ThereplTloit, No. I79AHdKtail2atb Fehrnarr 1861. . ■', ° t l i 

Eitrect, paragTspb 66. from roj Utter to the QotMiiment Stand as much about 
of iDditi, Ho. Bee, dated 17tb joIj 186L the erime, tbe difficul- 

ties to be encountered 
in its suppression, &c., as we ourselves know, and eo be able to see your 
way clearly. 

9. The last document in the series quoted in the margin above has 
lately been replied to by the Government of India, dedining to sanction 
ike Approver sgdem ; hence my recent circular letter already referred to. 
No. 767. Government also stated that my proposal for the conversion 
of Act XXIX of 1^50 to an Act for all India was met by clause 328 of 
tbe new Penal Code, and tliat my proposition to make it penal to be 
found in the possession of poisons except when licensed, could not be 
assented to. 

10. I am in hopes that Government will yet see tiie expediency of 
altering its decision on these important points; but meanwhile it will 
be our duty to do tbe best we can upon the laws already in existence. 



Eitract, paragrapha 26, 27, and 28, of a letter from Captiin (now Libtjtkkikt-Colo- 
mbl) T. H. Chambbbliik, Awistant General Superintendent at Luckniiw, to 
MiJOB Hkrvbt^ General Superintendent,— No. 718., dated 11th March 1862. 

26. Of all crimes, I know of none where the agency is so subtle 
as poisoning ; hut however successful one may be in arriving at clues, 
there is no doubt that »hori punishments on convictions are not likely to 
put a stop to this horrible mode of obtaining a livelihood. The Penal Code 
has many sections which affect tbis crime, but I think tbe 326tJi and 
394tb should alone be used to extirpate it. 

27. Any prisoner committed under section 328 will know that tbe 
power of the law can only affeet hia liberty fur ten years. Similarly so the 
382nd section ; and where there are such natural facilities for commit- 
ting crime with greater chances against discovery than of discovery, — 
with mineral poisons purchasable in tbe bazars and with vegetable poi- 
sons procurable at their own seasons at little personal labour, — I think it 
is subject of very grave reflection whether every case of poisoning for 
the sake of theft, and done in public places and highroads, should not be 
made over to the Sessions Courts as a tine qjid non on those sections only 
which will on proof result in the eerverest t^'ms the law can dictate. 

SS. It is not for me to say aught which can be antagonistic to the 
will or opinion of tbe Supreme Government. You have yourself very 
strongly urged the matter on the attention of the Government of India, 
who ^ter mature deliberation have desired that the " Approver System " 
shall not extend to poisoners. To meet the means of securing punish- 
ment which the Approver System met, by proof of profession, bnt which 
itfi non-extension might preclude, I have ventured to suggest the above 
ourse in the preceding^ paragraph. 
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Kxtract, paragr&phs 1 and 8, of a letter from HuoR Hrrtkt, Qeneral Superintundent, 
to Sib Obobsb Coopsb, Bart, C.B., Secretarj t^i the QoTeroment of the North- 
Western ProTinoaa,— No. 666, dated 6th Aogust 1862. 

With reference to the notification of Government, No. 1 77, under 
date 26tb Febrnaiy 1801, directing Magistrates to refer all poisoning 
cases in the North-Western Provinces to Major Chaml)erlain, Assistant 
General Saperintemlent at Lacknow, whose services in supervising them 
I had tendered to the Lieutenant-Governor, I have the honor to submit 
an original report* and its accompauying state- 
Telrfhi^^" '^* '°^°*' received from that officer, detailing his pro- 

ceedings in that duty up to the close of the past 
year; and in doing so I would, with respect to paragraph 88 of Captain 
Chamberlain's report, solicit a reference to my letter to your address, 
No. HbSi, bearing date 81st October 1861, in which I stated that under 
the instructions subsequently received from the Government of India not 
to apply the Approver System to cases of poieoning, iAis DepartmerU 
vxmld be unable to render any very effectual co-operation in the tuj^remon 
of that crime. 

2, No pains, however, have heeii spared by Major Chamberlain in the 
dnty, and the measure of referring the action in each case to his sngges- 
tions has had at least the salutary effect of keeping up a general intelli- 
gence among Magistrates and Police Officers in respect to the crime, which 
has perhaps in some degree tended to check Ot more Jreqitent commisiiott, 
although more should not have been done in the conviction and the 
jiunishment of the perpetrators. * * * 



Extract, paragraph 6, from a letter from Sib Gbosqb Coupbb, Bari, C.R, Secretorf to 

the Goremment, North-WeRtem Fiovinces, to the Ganeral Saperinteodent, — No. 
780A., dated 28th Ootoher 1862. 

6. With regard to the 26th and 27th paragraphs of Major Chamber- 
Iain's communication, I am,to observe that, in the opinion of His Honour, 
as the law at present stands, offences of tbis description can only be dealt 
with under section 32H of the Code ; but it is to he hoped that the 
Supreme Government will receive his representations on the subject 
favourably, and pass an Act for the more stringent punishment of this 
description of crime. 



EitraiOt, paragraphs 4 and S, of a demi-official letter from Hk. Rsitv, on q)ecial datj, 
to CoLOHBL HuTBy,-~dst«d 22iid April 1866. 

4, It i» veil known that mlAoiU an approver it it idle to expect to dii- 
eov«r any gang* of tiugi or pouonert. Since my arrival at Patua I have 
endeavoured to obtain a confession as some kind of guide in prosecuting my 
enquiries, especially as Major Patterson reports that the recent cases are 
the work of regular gangs. 

5. 1 learnt that there were some prisoners in the Jail at Patno. who 
had been convicted as poisoners by tlie late Dacoitee ('ommissioner, Mr. 
Tincent. With the permission of the Magistrate I saw these men, and 
after several visits, a prisoner named Lnchmuii] who is nnder sentence of 
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t«D years' imprisonme&t for this crime, gave me infonnation which 
appeared valoable and true. I have had hi& depoaition recorded by the 
Magistrate, acd the prisoner has been made over to me, to test the truth 
of Us statexnentfi, and to trace tiie men belonging to bia gang, who it 
appears are still at work in these districts. I shall keep yon informed of 
ttiis attempt to eocore the servieei <^ an approver. 



Extract, para^phB 2 and 3, of a letter from Coloifxl Csuun Hnvxr, G«ieHit 
Soperioteiideiit, Tlinggve and Dacoitee Deputment^ to Ua. Rxilt, on apecial 
dotr,— No. 400, dated 25th. April 186S. 

2. I think you have made a very f^r and an intelligent commencement 
in the enquiries into the recent poisoning cases upon which yon have been 
deputed. 

S, Pray follow up the information given you by the convict Luch- 
mun. It Kill lead to a deal more, lint feel yourself assured of its 
general oorrectness by references to local authorities on i^ p(»nt8 of it 
which are susceptible of corroboration. 



EittMt, paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, and 10, of a demi-official letter item CoLonSL 
Chabus Hbbvxt to Ma. Bhlt,— dated 20th Ma^ 186S. 

Your proceedings as communicated in yours of the 15th instant 
(|ust received) are very Batisfactory. Pray proceed in the same vigorous 
and iDteJBgent manner, and you may rely on soecesa. 

£. What ymr have as yet elicited is delightful. Do not be abashed 
ak, your having on^ PoHee powers as yet. I know from experience the 
great difficulty yon have to suimonnt in such a position, and I shall, I 
hope, be- easily able to have yoa vested with joint magisterial powers ia 
due time. First let us feel assured of your snccese in the cases yon haire 
UDraveired'> and ef the result of the £rat cme or two cases comnutted £c^ 
trial. It would then be for me to diow eaasa for the desired alteration 
in your powers. 

3. I would endeavour to get the-Monsbyr Magistrate (whose practi~ 
eal view of the business is very mucb to oe ^^nreeiated) to commit the 
culprite as thups nnder Seidion* 310 and 311 of the Penal Code, by whit^ 
a more sufficient punishment is obtainable' on conviction than if the case 
is treated as an isolated instance of crime oofy under Section 338. The 
confessions of Zalim aoA <d his two servants Jebar and Nathoo would 
amply, I should suppose, go to prove that they and their acctxnplices are 
ting* as interpreted in the-eld law (Act III of 1818) whidi hu been 
absorbed into the seeti(ms oa the subject in tbe new Code. 

4. But before any cases, are committed on the evidenee of accomplices^ 
it would be neeeeaary for yott to commit tie aeoompUcet tienuelvet on their 
own eonfetaioni, for I have no desire that any of them should be admitted 
as " Q,ueen'a evidenee " mra^ly, and so be set free and thus revert to tb» 

&. It is proper in order to make such meii, trustworthy as approvers, 
and to show them the penalty cS. giving partial evidence only, tiat a 
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ienteace of death OT tranaporiation for life he awarded them m the first 
ingfance, exemption from which being held in abeyance pending their 
faithful aervicea, 

6. I send you a copy of the conditional pardon which yon may grant 
to an approver, but it should be formally given through an officer with 
magisten&l powers. 

10. I shall always be glad to hear from you. The great chance of 
success lies in your cordiality with the local Magistrates. Show them 
that you assume no powers, and that your hopes of accomplishing a very 
great and important doty rest on the view theg taJce of the matter, and 
you may be sure of gettmg them to be the most amenable to your re- 
presentations. 



FromCoLONBL Hibttt, to Ma. Bklt,— No. 469, dated 30th Uaj 1866. 

I beg to furnish you with a copy of the conditional pardon under 
which you are able, through and with the intervention of any Magis- 
trate, to admit a thug poisoaer to be an approver. 

2. On any man desiring to become an approver, you should have 
him to record a full narrative of the whole of his criming career, in which 
are detailed the dates [aa near as possible) and the circumstances of each 
act of crime, and a fall list of his accomplices in each. He should he 
kept in strict separate eonfmement while recording this narrative. 

8. When by the references you would maJce to local authorities in 
confirmation of the incidents detailed by him, you are satisfied with his 
trustworthiness, yon should then commit him for trial, under Sections 
310 and 311 of the Indian Penal Code, on his own admissions, supported 
with proofs of the actual ocewrrence of some of the erimis he has confessed 
to; and he should then plead guilty and put lu the certificate which has 
been given to hiTn as above. If he should not plead guilty, he must 
stand the consequences, the certificate becoming in such a case null and 
void. But if ho abides by his engagements to serve as an approver, and 
to go through the abmie ordeal of trvUj the execution of the sentence which 
shall be passed upon him on conviction vnll then, as guaranteed in the 
said certifieate, be held in abeyance while he continues to act with good 
faith. 

4. The man will thus be always in custody as an approver, and the 
best means will have been adopted for eliciting safe evidence from him 
against his accomplices. 



From CoLoHBL Hikvit to Mb. RsitT,— No. 474, dated 26th May 186d. 

I am glad to learn by your letter under date Zlst instant of your 
further success in the enquiries upon which you are specially employed. 

2, Pray do not think of handing over any of the cases yet awhile to 
the local Superintendent of Police. The enquiry is far too important 
and the ramifications of the crime too extensive and diffuse, for the diity 
to he transferred, in its present stage, to officers having limited areas 
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of action only. We muet carry on the research with vigour, trad bring it 
to a termination only when we are satieGed that we have brought the 
moat of the culprite concerned to justice. 

3. ,1 am Miry to learn you have admitted Zaiim, or any one, as 
"Queen's evidence" only. My late letter on the Buhjeet, No. 459, 
dated ZOth instant, could not have yet reached you when you did so. 
Let me beg you not to do bo again without referenoe to me. SucA men 
only revert io tie critM; and they give besides, but partial evidence, 
aecuting onljf tio»e tkeg do not care for, and tereening their friendi. 



Eitract from a demi-officiollettei from Me. KEiLTtoCoLOViLHsavcT, — dated 26th 
Ha; 1B66. 
The MagUtratet now object to maiingapprovert, aoiBa.jthe'ProceiaTe 
Code will only allow Queen's witneues. They quote Section 203 of Act 
XXV of 1861 as rendering the offer of a conditional pardon and certi- 
ticate as illegal. When I was Dacoitee Commissioner at Hoo^ly in 1862, 
it was under this section that the Judge refused to allow approvers in 
cases which occurred a/ier the passing of the Penal Code. I shall, how- 
ever, do all I can to cany out your instructions. 



Demi-official letter from Mk. Bbilt to Colonel Hikvet,— dated Sfith May 186S. 
With reference to your letter No. 459, dated the 20th instant, I 
beg to state that the Magistrate of Monghyr gave a free pardon to Z^m 
under Section 209 of Act XXY of 1861, and he is now available as a 
witness for the Queen against his gang. 

2. Tie iSagiitrates now object to any conditional pardon, being offered lo 
a prisoner, ai contrary to Section 303 of tie Act, and in fact ^lis section 
virtual^ pttls a stop to any aj^rooers being made in any case. A confess- 
ing prisoner can only be examined as a witness. No prisoner will con- 
fess unless offered a pardon, and the offer of a pardon before conviction, 
save under Section 209, is now ill^al under Section 203. 



Extract fnmi a demi-official letter from Me. Bxilx Co Colokbl He bvit,— -dated SOth 
May 1866. 

* » * » It ia very difficult getting the men who have been 
dru^ed. They are birds of passage and it is difficult to trace them. 
Indeed, the correspondence I have had with District Superintendents and 
Mt^listrates in trjdng to find these men, and also men connected with 
other cases, has been very harassing. Soodin and Beharee belong to this 
gang, and I have arrested four others, and have warrants out against 
about eight more. My great object is to try and break up this gang, 
Jot iti ramificaiiont embrace dacoita, robbert, and all kinds of criminals, who 
appear readily to start on any erpediiion that 
• FiA( peragrtph 66 of promises good loot* It is out of this gang that 
S'ot^SS "mJ «»? »'."•» g° »»t 'WT «»? ""l 'ten on r.guW 
No. 566, dated 17tli Julj poiBonmg expeditions. l£ 1 am to go on, 1 must 
1861. have more power than simple Police powers. 
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Eitraot, poragrapbB 1 and 2, of a letter from Uk. Reilt to CoLONEL Hbbtet, — daUd 
SOtli Ma; 186S. 

With reference to your letter No. 474, dated the 28th instant, I 
beg to BOj that the Mi^^trate of Mooghyr offered a free pardon to 
Zalim, and made hiin a mtneee for the Crown. This was done doring 
my absence while engaged in testing the trath of Lutchmuu's confessions. 
I am sore Zalim has concealed a number of cases, and has noi made a, full 
confession, but it is too late to remedy the mistake; at least nothing can 
be done at present. After the case is over, if we can prove that ZaUm has 
been engaged in any case which he has omitted in his statement, we may 
proceed against him hereafter. 

1. I have already informed yon of the difficulty entertained by 
Magistrates in making approvers^ as opposed to Section 203 of Act XXV 
of 1861. 



3. My wish for this document is in reference to your request for 
nu^^terial powers, and to the disinclination of the Magistrates to admit 
approvers on a conditional pardon. 

4. Whatever the interpretation given by the Magistrate to Section 
203 of the Criminal Procedure Code, upon which in your letters dated 
25th and 30th May 1865 yon inform me he bases- that objection, it 
would appear to ma that he has not sufficiently considered the provisions 
supplied by Section 54 of that Code, and by Act XIX of 1837. 

5. No greater inducement to give evidence is held out to an accom- 
plice by the promise of a conditional pardon authorised by the latter 
section (54), than by that of a free pardon for such evidence sanctioned 
by Sections £09 and 210. 

6. If a criminal shall of his own accord confess as ruled in the latter 
part of Section 203, and he be tried and convicted, his evidence i^^nst 
his accomplices w admitiibU under Act XIX of 1837. The conditional 
pardon held out to him U for hU evidence, and not for any services per- 
fOTtaed, nor for confessing, but a compact for something yet to he per- 
formed. 

7. The "influence" forbidden by Section 203 refers to influence 
(^ promite or threat) which shall induce disclosure or the contrary of 
what an accused person knows. But the knowledge of the punishments 
provided by tie law is often of iteelf a sufficient tAreai to induce a person 
to such acts of disclosure or otherwise. If, therefore, an accused person 
should, under the influence of a terror of the law», disclose his knowledge 
of an act of crime, his being influenced on the other hand to do so by hit 
knoKledge of the leniency of those laws, and particalarly of the favourable 
provision promised by Section 54 of the Criminal Procedure Code (a 
widely proclaimed law), cannot be taken to be an improper influence, 
anj^ more than the much more questionable "influence" {a promise) by 
which he should be induced U> do so (if questionable at all where Jugtiee 
is the main issue), which it sanctioned hy Sections 809 and 210. 
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Extract from a letter From Mb. Rbilt to Colombl Hebvet, — dated 14tb Jane 18ff6. 
* * * * The regular Police do not onderstand this eyetem oE 
working informatioo out of a culpriti and that is the reason why they 
so seldom succeed in breaking up a gang. It it ike Daeoitee and Thvggee 
School that teacket officer* how to Urike at gang». 



2, What was the action of the local M^istrate in reference to the 
Head CtHistable from whose custody Seodeea had previously escaped by 
bribing him ? ' 

' 3. The deaths of the two Kuhars pmsoned by Seodeen at P^neghur 
were reported by the Police to have proceeded from cholera. This is a 
very common course, but you should ascertain from Seodeen the poison 
which he actually administered on that occasion. A few drops of the juice 
of the CToto* plant prodoce all the symptoms of cholera, and death it gene- 
rally the result. If this iras used, the Police were not so much to be 
blamed ; but if dhatoora was the poison, the report may have been 
wilful from their failure to detect the culprit. 

4. Your proceedings as detailed in your letter seem to have been 
nccellent, and you should persevere. Difficulties are usual in such special 
investigations, but you wUl not be deterred by them. 



Extract from a letter from Us. Rult to CoUKlb Bbbtbt,— dated 24th Jane 1865. 
» « * » If ^Q pan now trace the records and discover the suf- 
ferers, this would be a very good case. I have applied to the authorities 
at Bancoorah for the papers. In fact the great difficulty in my proceed- 
ings has been the absence of the men who have been drugged — there ia 
DO finding them. 



307. Major Tyrwhitt strongly urges that the territorial scope of Act 
XXIX of 1860 be extended to all India, instead of being restricted to 
the limits of the presidency towns, and that the Deputy Inspector- 
General, to whom the duty of investigating this special crime is assigned, 
should be invested with the powers of a Magistrate for the purposes of 
detection, apprebension, and particnlarly the detention, of offenders 
chained imder Section S2S, and for havii^ the drug dhatoora on their 
person or in their houses. On this subject I cannot do better than refer 
Government to the very exhaustive summary of the laws now in force 
for the suppression of tha^i;ee' by means of poison, given by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hervey, C.B., General Superintendent, in his narrative No. 99, 
dated 21st April 1866. The great facility with which this crime is com- 
mitted, the difficulties of detection, and the great existing tendency to 
increase of the crime, as exhibited during the past year, all point to the 
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»rgent neeeisitg for mare Hnngent lava, and greater vi^dur in tXeir appU~ 
cation. I earnestly advocate the extension: of Act XXIX o£ 1860 to the 
whole of India; and would recommend that the Deputy Inspector- 
General in charge ot the superintendence of this Department be inreeteJ 
with Magistrate's powers under Section &> Ast V of 1881. 



21. And first I would e^ attrotion to Co&aiel Hervey's suggestions 

in paragraph 199, 

• " Section 828, how8y«r, mseU the entire cubs, asMpf ih ti» page 84, of his 

rf^jTM of pwtuimrtriv for bj It, whoever adminiatei* to HQj par- report* I auito 

with intent to caOM hort, or with intent to faoilitatB Ike cm- «§«« "1 aM De SafS, 
mission of an offence (e. g., robben) or kaowing it ta be libely and strongly Ulg© 
thereby l« oanM him ii^urj, maj 'b» pooiBhed with in>priwn- that the territorial 
meot Tor ten y«w*. ft. wtv 

' scope of Act XXIX 

of 1860 he extended to all India, instead of being restricted to the 
limits of the presidency towns, Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, for the 
following reasons : — 

1st. — This crime i» on the increase. 

ind. — It can be committed by any one eogniaant of the properties 
of the dhatoma plant, whii^ plant is ptootsable' from every guden and 
Hedgerow io the country. 

SnJ. — The facility with which it i» committed, and the difficulty 
with whi^ it is detected owing to the partaker bec<»ning^ insensible from 
its effects, in many cases for several hours, and seldom being able to 
give any informatioa until such time has ebi[«ed as has enabled the 
diatoora thug to m^e his escape. 

4M.— That it is a most diabolical crime ; that it is invariably adminis- 
tered un^r the garb of friensUp ; and that the poverty of the traveller 
av^ls him nothing against the eupidity of the poisoner, — indeed, it often 
appears to me that the drug is administered with no other moUve than 
that of tigerish debgfat in cruelty, or I^ way of practice, as the poorest 
cf the poor (in fact, almost beggars] have been drugged and have per- 
iled from its effects. 

22. It has in these Provinces entirely taken tAa plaee of thuggee by 
^angulatitm, and during a ch<deia epidemic we know not how many are 
killed by it. 

28. Act XXIX of 1850 ginea trantpoHaiion for life, while Section 328 
«f the In^an Penal Code gwet onl^ ten jfeart' traiteportation as punish- 
inent i for these reasons I wmU urge the extension of the former Act. 



Extract, paragraphs 34, SBi 36, 37, 88, 39, 41, and 43, from a Report fW>m Capzaik 
Dutkbmy, Deputy Inspectoi-G^nenil of Police, tothe Iiupector-Geaeral of Police, 

North-Westem Provinces,— dated 28th March 1868. 

31. Uaiisation of Approvers in Poisoning and Daeottee Caiet.—~lt is 
impossible to dose our ey«8 to the fact that the crime of robbery by the 
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administration of poiBonous drugs is, if not on the increase, certainly 
not mucli diminishing. £ach eucccssive year leaves a balance of unde- 
t«cted cases to add to the already considerable list on the files of this 
office. 

35. ^e annual ttatemeiUa of other Governmenft iAok that it it not in 
the North-fTeaiem Frovincet alone that thit evil eri»lt. As a rule. Magis- 
trates and Superintendente take energetic and intelligent action in cases 
occurring in theit districts ; the means of detection at their disposal are 
fully made use of ; the directions of the Inspeetoi- General on this head 
are most clear and minnte, but tomething more would appear to be requisite 
before vie can carry out tie spirit of these orders with efficiency and 
success. 

36. IF we seek for the causes of the difficulty of repression of this 
particular crime, we will find them in — 

lai.— The inability of a local Police, however efficient, to deal with 
crimes of this nature, without a specially organised agency. 

2ttd. — The diminution of the degree of punishment inflicted on the 
offender. On the latter point it would appear that with such an import- 
ant object in view, no Aetitation should be shown in adoptit^ tie 
severest measures. The professional poisoner should be looked upon ae a 
wild beast, whom it would be dangerous again to let loose ou society 
after a short term of imprisonment. His punishment should he so com- 
plete as to deter others from following in hie footsteps, while it would 
put it out of his power again to resume his fiendish trode, and sacrifice 
new victims to his lust for plunder. 

S7. It would immeasurably stren^hen oar hands if the Government 

saw fit to extend the provisions of Act XXIX 

• Vid* pM». 66 of Colonel of I8fi0 to the whole of this presidency, 

Henej'i latter to the Secre- instead of merely to the presidency towns. 

i"7- '°w**"'g<S""/'1T'i'„k I iiot* <^liat Mr. Mayne, it. paragraph 307 of 
India, No. 666, d«ted 17th / ' .'^^^j, . 

Jul; 1S61. his annual report- for last year, advocates 

this view, which is also urged by Colonel 
Hervey.* 

3**. It is, however, to He inability of a local Police to cope wHi pro- 
fessional poisoning that we must attribute the main source of evil. 

39. We cannot now avoid dealing with many cases as isolated 
offences ; we have not the means of discovering their connection one with 
the other; we feel that they are merely parts of a network of crime, but 
we cannot trace the links. On the arrest of a criminal, every effort is 
made to obtain from him information which may be valuable for the 
past and be useful for the future ; but the man has no inducement to 
speak, no hope of pardon or ef smpension of sentenoe is held out to him. 
Nor is it in one or two examinations that the story of a life can be told. 
Several officers have been eng^ed for months in constant and patient 
investigation in order to trace the history and affiliations of one party 
alone— that of the Kaieth and Brahmin of Boolundshuhur. We now 
know too little of all this organisation. Special reports are sent in 
detailing the crime and describing the cnminal, as far as the com- 
plainant remembers, but such descriptions are necessarily so imperfect 
and inexact as to be comparatively useless. The complainant has met 
his future poisoner, and accompanied him some short distance ; but 
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no pecnli&r interest attaches* tien to his companion, who is in his eyes 

merely a traviUer journeying on the tame road as Aim»elf. * * « * 

# * # » # » 

4<1. The more efforts we make to connect poisoning cases one with 
the other, and to work the crime simnltaneonslj all over these Provinces, 
tie more we tnutt be convinced that we have ridiculomlg few and imufficient 
data to go upon, and that me kwao hut little about thU mtrwafe organisation. 

42. All that I have said above aboat poisoningf applies with nearly 
equal force to the other classes of crime which were dealt with by the 
Thuggee Department. Since the abolition of this Department, toe AatJe 
loH tie mass of taluable information zchich was gleaned from the statements 
of apprmers from all parts of India. It is imperative that something 
should be done to supply this loss ; and by utilising the material we 
have at our disposal, we can do so without involving Government in 
any additional expense. * » * * 



Extract, paragraph i 

359. There have been 35 cases of professional poisoning ^lainst 37 
in 1867 and 44 in 1866. Not that I for a moment believe that this 
crime is at all diminishing. On the contrary, it is clearly not only 
increasing, but spreadir^ over the whole of India, and I consider that no 
tubject more seriously calls for the immediate attention of the British 
Government. As I have repeatedly pointed out, I have no hesitation in 
asserting the present law does not suffice for the suppression of this 
crime. Every person convicted of being a professional poisoner should, 
if be is not hanged, le imprisoned for life in transportation. There can 
be no pity, no sympathy, for offenders who will deliberately go abont 
and, without the slightest remorse, risk the lives of their fellow-creatures 
by mixing poison with their food for no other object than that of rob- 
bing their victims of a few rupees. To give 5 or 7 years' imprisonment 
in such cases is simply, at the expimtion of the term of imprison- 
ment, to set loose tit offender to begin again his old trade with renewed vigour 
end ma/'ured experience. We have an instance of this in the old woman 
rearrested last year on the Jounpoor road in the Allahabad District. A 
professional poisoner, like a ^ng, never reforms. He will be a poisoner 
to the end of his life, and he should be simply removed from the face of 
the earth. I have, however, so oft«n expatiated on this subject, that it 
is needless to say more now. 



From CoLointL Chables Kxbvbt, General Superintendent of Operations for the 
Suppreeiion oi Thuggee and Dacoitee, to C. U. Aitchison, Esq., C.8.I., Secre- 
tary to the GoTemment of India, Foreign Department, with O. Q. No. 74S, dat«d 
Simk, 21th October 1871. 
Id my despatch as per margin I had occasion, in reference to the 

„ „, , . , „,. „ crime of thuggee by means of poison, to report 
No. 7S4, dated lEth Sap- ,, j' c ii.- n i a. ■ , 

t«Diber 1863, pawgrBph 3*. ''"^ proceedmgs of this Department against a 
gang of poisoners whose general practice was to 
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select cart-drivert for their victims, whose carts and laullockB thnr sold, 
"after which they would proceed in some other directicm, aoo. there 
fairing some other conveyance, would serve the owuer of it in the same 
way." Their criminal acta extended io this manner, I said, in a single 
season, " from Hordwar to Allahabad and from Bnndeleund to Ondh. 
No sooner did they disappear from 'one plaoe, than in a comparatively 
short time they reappeared in seme other remote quarter, cleverly baffling 
every attempt at detection," 

8. I have similarly noticed other cases in subsequent reports, when- 
ever I have perceived the same artifice to have beca adopted by poison- 
ers, and I would bow solicit attention to another case of the same natnre 
of occurrence, either in the Etah or the Mynpoorie District (for the jnris- 
dietion in which the crime was committed would seem to he dispnted 
between the Police authorities of those two districts], a perusal of the 
report of wbichj as submitted by the Superintendent of Police for the 
latter district, would shew that the plan of poisoning cart-drivers in the 
same way is still followed, andioiti impunity. 

3. The present beiag but a passing instance of a great many in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, <^ the continued prevalence of the crime of 
thuggee by means of poison hy whatever device effected, my attention 
having, moreover, been recently directed by the GovernmeDt of Bombay 
to the appearance of a gang of profoenonal poisoners in the Mahee 
Kanta, I would take the opportunity to submit that I have not yet been 
favoured with any reply to my reference on the subject of the crime, and 
«f the means to be adopted for its more effectual suppression, which I 
bad the honor to address tojrou in my letter No. HA.., dated 17th -Janu- 
ary last. 

Smtloiurat. 
1.— The Venacular FraeMiditt^ «f the Qenaral Superintendent, to the address of the 

Magiatrate of Jfjnpoone, dated 21st Sept«mlier 1871 (translated). 
2.— The District SuperinteDdent of Police of Mynpoorie, to the Qeneial Soperintend- 

ant. No. 8«3, datad 18th October 1871. 
3. — The Distnct Sup^ntendent of Police, Mynpoorie, to the Personal Assistant to 

the In^ector^OeQeral of Police, North-W eeteiQ Provinces, No. 709, dated 3rd 

September 1871. 

TnuslatedeopjoftheTeraatralarPrMeedingB of CoLexn. Hxstkk, Qeneral Saper- 
mteodent, addieseed to the Hs^tnite of Hynpooiie, nnder date list September 
1871. 

The Foliee Gazette, North- Western Provinces, of the Ifith instant, 
«onWning a personal description of two persons stated to have adminis- 
tered some deleterious dreg to one Moorlee, a Bhurrai, fft Fhupoto, Than- 
nah -Sookhet, ZiUah Etah, on the 23rd July last, the Gener^ Superin- 
tendent requests tJke Magistrate of Mynpoorie to be so good as to com- 
municate to faim the details of this case, and wbe^er the victim, 
Moorlee, survived or died, where be was journeying £rom, to what place 
he was going, in what manner or in what thing the drug was adminis- 
tered to him, whether he was robbed of anything, and any other attend-, 
ant circumstances. 
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From Dabct HcAbtst, Esq., District SupeTiutendeot of Police, M^npootit, to 
CoLUNBi, Cbablbs Hsbtby, General 8uperiDt«ndent,— No. 863, dated 18tb Oo 
teber 1871. 

Foitrmiag ofMoorlee, Bhwrrai, t'n Etah DUfriet, 
With reference to hiB roobi^^iree dated Slst September 1871, to the 
address of the Mi^ietnite of this diBtnct, hega to forwaid for his ibforma- 
tion the enclosed copy of this office report No. 109, dated 3rd Sep- 
tember 1871, to the Pereonal Assistant to the IitBpecltoT-G«nera1 of 
Police, North-Weetem Proviucee, on the above. 



From Dasct McAbthy, p«q., IMstrlot Saperintendent of Police, to the Fo^onal 

Assiatant to tbe InBpecbir.General of Police, North-WoBtern Provinces, — No. 709, 

dated Mynpoorie, 3ra September 1871. 

On Sunday, the 23rd of July, two men hired a cart from Moorlee, 
Bhurrai, of Mouza Ibiahimpoor, three coss west of Etah, to convey 
them to Agra, of which city, they said, they were residents. In passing 
through Stab, one of these men went to purchase some sweetmeats and 
vegeteblee. On arriving at a well (Mouza Phupoto), IJ coss from Etah, 
the cart was halted, the men hathed ^d ate, and some pooreea were givea 
to the eart-owner and driver) Moorlee, by the above men. Shortly after 
they proceeded on their way towards Sbekoahad, but before they had 
left their haltiug-place half a «08s behind, Moorlee's head began to swing, 
and from that time he recollected nothing until Tuesday evening, when 
he partially recovered hie seBBes. He found himself then naked in a 
mangoe tope at the village of Maraee. This village lies on the Mynpoorie 
and Sbekoahad read, about 6 miles east of this latter town. Thence 
he made his way to Monza 'Seronlee, where be had an acquaintance 
{Rundheer Dbobee), who treated him kindly and gave him some clothes. 
He rested there a day, then on the il7th be went to another acquaintance 
at Nugla Sawunthee, and thence on the same day to Jusrana, 1^ coss. 

2. He went to the Police station at Jusrana in this district, and 
outside saw a Police officer sitting down (a Mussulman), to whom he 
told his story and the theft of his cart and bullocks, &c., valued at 
Bfl. 1^0-3. This officer told him that he could do nothing in tbe case, 
as it occurred ui the Etah District, where he should make bis report. 

8. He then went on his way and next day reached home. On the 
<lay following, accompanied by the chowkeedar of his village, he went 
to report at station Etah. He met the Tbanoadar on his way, and was 
told to report at his proper thanna, " Sookhet." Next day was Sunday, 
the day following a holiday, and Tuesday being an unlucky day for 
Hindoos to commence anything of importance, he gave in a petition to 
tbe Deputy Magistrate of Etidi on Wednesday, the Snd of August, and 
his deposition was taken on the day following. 

i. The above account is taken from his petition, with the exception 
of his movements from the time be became senseless up to his arrival at 
station Jusrana, which tiie subsequent enquiry elicited. The Deputy 
Magistrate forwarded a copy of tlus deposition to surrounding distnote, 
oae of which was received here. 

5, On receipt of this document, a copy of which is annexed, orders 
were immediately issued to all the Police officers of the district, and 
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special orders were issued to those officers in the neighbourhood, and a 
TisitiDg inspector was sabseqaently deputed, but up to the present time, 
thoDgh eeveral men are still out, I am sorry to say no trace of the poi- 
soners has been found. 

6. A visiting inspector of the Etah District was directed to take up 
the investigation, whose ingenuity seems to have been chiefiy directed to 
endeavouring to show that the crime was committed in the Mynpoorie, 
not in the £tah. District, and to holding the Police scatheless at Jusrana 
and Etah for not taking notice of ihe reports made by Moorlee by a 
series of manipulations of Moorlee's statements at different times and 
places ; but he seems chiefly to rely for proof that the crime was com- 
mitted in this district on his own assertions that the poison was con- 
tained in the iooia which Moorlee smoked, not in the pooreet he ate, 
because he smoked a hooka before he became senseless ; but Moorlee him- 
self states that he smoked his own tobacco, which had never been out of 
his possession, conseqaently the hooka-ranoking could have nothing to do 
with the drugging. 

7. The well where the man was drugged is %\ miles from the extreme 
borders of this district, notwithstanding which I understand from the 
Magistrate that the Etah authorities have taken the inspector's view as 
to the locality of the crime. 1 therefore request instructions as to 
whether the crime is to be reported as having occurred in this or in the 
Etah District. 

8. Notwithstanding the Etah inspector's report, there can be tittle 
doubt but that Moorlee reported this crime both at stations Jusrana and 
Etah, though no notice was taken of this report at either station. The 
man Moorlee is now here, and states distinctly that he did recognise 
the officer to whom he made the report at station Jusrana in presence 
of the visiting inspector of Etah ; and though this officer states that he 
could not do so, Mooilee describes the man accurately. That Mooricd 
did enquire for and go to the Jusrana station, is proved by the statements 
of the chowkeedar of Jusrana, from whom he enquired bis way to the 
station bouse, and Moorlee was afterwards seen at a blacksmith's 
shop in Jusrana, where he asked for a smoke from a hooka, but was 
refused. 

9. I will myself proceed to Jusrana either to-morrow or next day and 
enquire into this latter point. I have not been able to do so before 
owing to my having to enquire into a case of gross abuse of authority 
committed by Head Constable Moozum Ali, while I was absent from 
the district, in the course of his investigation in a case of murder. The 
two men implicated in this latter case were committed to the sessions 
yesterday. 



Note. — A descriptive roll of the two potsonere is given in the Police 
Gazette of the 13th of September 187K 

Three days since the undersigned beard from native report that a 
man answering the description given of the younger of the two men bad 
been apprehended for dru^ing in Meerut ; if this report should turn 
out correct, the fact will be communicated to the General Superintend- 
ent. 
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The deBcription given of the elder of the poisoners answers pretty 
well to that ^iven of one of the men who committed a similar crime in 
Muttra— see PoUce Gazette of the 17th of June 1871. 

It is probable tliat this man is the organiser of these crimeSj and 
that he changes his accomplices to evade detection, such being a recog- 
nised precaution in organised poisoning cases. 

No trace of the poisoners was of coarse to be fonnd in Agra, to 
which place the Etah Inspector made a journey. 



Eudorwd bj Home Department— No. 113, dated Mb Febnurj II 
Forwarded to the Legislative Department for disposal. 



From CoLOBBL C. Hbbvit, Oeneral Superintendent of Operatioiu for the Sappreuion 

of Thuggee and Daooitee, t« the Offidatinjr Secretary to tbe GoTemmeut of 
India, Home Deportment,— No. 1201, dat«d Smla, tbe 29th October 1872. 

1 beg- you to be so good as to submit the accompanying papers as 
per margin to the notice of the 

1, From the Gener»l Superintendent, to Government of India, relating to 

2. lt« enclosure, being tniulation of « ly- thuggee by means of poison in the 
feaU from the OSes of the Oenenl Sn- Punjab. 

periBtendent. dated 28th A«gu»t 1872. J. They show that, of the 

5. From the In»p«jtor- General of Polios ^_• \. i. j ■ ,i 7 
Punjab, to tbe General Superintendent, caseS whlch have OCCUrred In that 
No. 2993, dated 86th October 1872. Province between October 1867 

4. It. eacloBupe, being a copy of a letter ^nd November 1871, as many 

^"E^S'^ZXS'gI^^'S ^^t ^ «g»rfed to have been 

Police, Punjab, So. 194S, dated 2Gth Octo- the deed (masmach as had yet 

^isra. been ascertained) of a single 

6. Translation of a lirt, dated Z8tb Sep- _„„„ „„ i™ n,„ i„j„_l' ~P 
tember 1872. of W a»i of poi«,mng t ^^B i^^r the leadeiBhip of a 
tbe Punjab, received under tbe endoinre from person nanied S&urruf-ood-deen, 
the Deputy Inlpector-Geueral of Police, Hni- of the Kussab or bntehet caste 
bJU Grole, No. 19ift dated 26th October ^^jj^^j of Kaatha, in the Dis- 
trict of Hooshiarpore, in the Pun- 

J*ab; and that of 37 persons to whom poison was administered, 14 
ad died from tke effeeti of it ; and, further, that in two of the cases 
(Nos. 9 and 5] some other persons were convicted, of whom one man, 
sentenoed to ten years' imprisonment in the former case, was released by 
order of the Judges of the Chief Court, but that the sentence of 
transportation for life in the other case' was, it would seem, carried 
out. 

3. I would here narrate some account of the man Shurruf-ood-deen 
as given of him to the local Police by a woman who had lived with him, 
named Zoaioomn, and through whom some of the property plundered on 
some of those occasions was discovered. She described herself to be the 
daughter of a person of the Rajpoot caste, who resided at Bheetkns of 
Monghyr, in Behar, and that, while yet quite young, she was married to 
a person of her own caste, named Lalijee £aho, residing at Bhaugalpore. 
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Thej toother went to Lucknow and resided tkere for ton or twelve 
years ; her bnsband was employed as a sepoy. On the snppression of the 
rebellion of 1857 they both went to Bans Bareilly, in Kohilkhund, where 
the man cootiiiaed to serve as a sepoy for a further period of three or 
fonr years. He then gave up that employment, and, becoming impli- 
cated in some case of theft, he was sent to prison for a year. The man 
and his wife had in the meanwhile become Mahomedans, and the woman 
thereupon took her present name of Zooioorun, and her hufiband that of 
Baboo Khan. The man Shurmf-ood-deen happened to be also a priBooer 
in the same jail, and a friendship sprung up between him and ber hus- 
band. On their liberation from prison, Shnrruf-ood-deen was adopted 
by her husband as a son, and they all lived toother. What the two 
men then did together was declared by the woman to be unknown to her; 
but her husband again got imprisoned abont five years ago at Meerut, 
whetenpon the woman went and resided at Allyghui-, and, on the persua- 
sion of Shurruf-ood-deen, she went with him a year subsequently to 
Agra for two or three months. They then together came to Uml»tlla 
and resided there for three months at the shop of a native butcher. The 
two then went to Jullundhur, where they stayed for three or tour 
months more, — ^that is, for two months they lived at the serai, or 
public inn, and for a month at the place of one Shfikk SgfooUak, 
Two young grown-up daughtors were with her. After this Shurruf-ood- 
deen took them all to his own house at Eantba, in Hooshiarpore, and 
cohabited with them. The woman Zoohoorun subsequently fell out 
with him, and thereupon she went and gave information to the Police 
of his being in the habit of " killing people by giving them dhatoora 
and other drugs, and appropriating whatever was upon their persons," and 
that on one such occasion when i£e two (she and Shurmf-ood-deen) had 
come to Jullnudhnr, he went up to Lahore, by whom accompanied she 
did not know, and returned eight days subsequently with a sum of 
Bs. 230, and told his nephew Peeroo {or Neeroo) that he had obtained 
that money by dru^ing a traveller somewhere between TJmritsur and 
Ijahore. She had also learnt from Peeroo that Shurruf-ood-deen had, 
on two previous occasions, poisoned some one near Meemtj and again 
about 15 days since only " another man at a place eight koa beyond Delhi." 
The victim on the last occasion was a Jdt, and the things obtained from- 
him were 16 yards of the stuff from which lhenga» are made (an article 
of apparel worn by Hindoo women), seven yards of " markean," and a 
skull cap. The J&t had died. The persons who were in the habit of 
aocompanying Shurruf-ood-deen on these expeditions were Kirpa and 
Fucqueera, both " Dheemurs," or persons of the fisherman class, and his 
nephew Feeroo aforesaid. Some diatoora teed ponder, found in her bun- 
dle, she had got from Re«kee (the mother of Shurruf-ood-deen), to whom 
he had entrusted it, and, on her going away with him on some marriage 
ceremony, she (ttewkee) had handed it over to her eldest son, uid the 
woman Zoohoorun had taken tt from him without being observed by him, 
and had delivered it over to Hakim Khan, the elder brother of the lum- 
berdar ; hut one Kurreent Bux had that very day taken some of it away 
from her. 

4. A reward of Rs. 500 has been proclaimed in the I'anjab Po- 
lice (jazelle for the arrest of the man ShniTuf-ood-deen. 
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5. I would further submit to notice that the followiug: Cases o£ the 
Esme crime bare recently taken place in Guzeral, in Ike Bombay Brest- 
deney, aleo the deed apparently of a single gang, namely, — 

(1) 13tk February 18?3.— At Dhakore, in the District of Kaira, 

19personsof the shepherd class i^oiaoaei wii A liiatoora, adminis- 
tered in a native sweetmeat called luddoo, declared to have 
formed a part oi a. prustadk, or ofEering, to "Itunchorjee," 
whose shrine at Dhakore is greatly resorted to by the people 
of Guzerat : six nf Ihe ih*pkerd»~four lad* and two girh — died 
from the effects of the drug. The amount of property robbed 
was not stated. 

(2) 39tA April iS7S.— At Neriad, in the District of Kaira, three 

travellers of the "Cheepee" class (or dealers in printed chintz) 
drugged kUA dhatoora, administered in the hooka, and robbed 
of Bs. 137, of vDkofn ttoo ditd. The other who survived was 
discovered " naked, holding on to a bush and quite mad," and 
one of the two deceased men " had died in agony, had torn 
himself to pieces, nails blue, eyes congested violently." The 
other was discovered to have been buried the previous day at a 
village three koi ofi, through which the travellers had come, ou 
a report to the Police patel that he had died of fever. 

(3) 9lh August 1872.— M. Oometha, in the Kaira District, a Sikh 

horse-dealer from Lahore, named Ram Singh, poisoned. " The 
offenders said they had a horse for sale at their village of 
Podra, in Guikwar territory, where they indnced him to go, 
and robbed him of He. 763-S." The man recovered. 

6. In the second of the above case^, viz., at Neriad, two persons 
were arrested by the local Police ; and as they seemed to be professional 
poisoners, I requested the Magistrate of Kaira to employ professional 
counsel on the prosecution. Tliis resulted in their conviction and sen< 
tence to death, with the confirmation of the Jadges of the High Court. 
to enable this Department to carry on the research respecting their ac- 
complices, the execution of the two condemned persons has been tempo- 
rarily suspended at my request, and the Government of Bombay has 
assented to the measure. 

7 . The information as yet imparted by them is of a reserved nature, 
but action was taken from what fell from one of them, which has re- 
sulted in the arrest of four other persons who have been discovered to 
have been concerned in the third or subseq^uent case of the horse-dealer at 
Oometha, and in opening up certain other mstances of the crime in the 
city of Baroda, at Veemngam, at Bandere, near Surat, and other places in 
Guzerat. 

8. Government is aware* that other similar cases have lately appeared 

^ — .. , 1 . ,1. n T, ^ in the Tanna District of the Bora- 

• Fiib enaonement m the Home Depaii- i ti_ ■ j t e ..x. 

uent, No. 198, dated 27th Aagurt 1872, oo bay iYesidency. In one of these- 

entrjr No. 31 of the Proeeediugi of the Got- cases a "man was killed by falling 

erament of Bombay in the Judjoial Depart- ^yer a steep cliff near Campoli 

meit. for tte month of JoDo 1872. ^^.j^ under the influence of\n 
intoxicating drug which had been administered to him by a stranger who 
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had robbed him of lU. 10 and left bini." The Campoli road from 
Foonah to Bombay is old ground to these criminalB, and eome very diB- 
tressing cases of the crime occurred upon it when I waa the Assistant of 
this Department for Bombay Territory. 

9. Other cas3s have also recently taken plaoe in the Notth-Westem 
Provinces, Central Provinces, Oudh, and I believe the crime continues to 
be committed everywhere. 

10. I am engfaged in preparing a report of the crime in the nine 
(jovernments and Administrations forming British territory, from the 
period of my last general report up to the present time, from which it 
will be perceived that this crime or thuggee by means of poison continues 
to be practised throughout British territory without, as yet, any material 
check ; and on this subject I would here take the opportunity of soliciting 
the attention of Government to my more recent report in the Foreign 
Department, No. 61 A, dated Jalnah, lith February 1871, and to ^e 
reply I was honored with. No. 14J, dated 24th January 1872, referring 
to the declared legal difficulty on the question of the Approver System as 
applicable to the suppression of the dreadful evil. 

11. I shall in the proper place commend to notice the intelligent 
action taken by the Magistrate of Kaira, Mr. Sheppard, in the research 
into the cases of occorrence In Guzerat, and on the part of his Superin- 
tendent of Police, Captain LaToueke. My Assistant at Baroda, Captain 
Hancock, is also en^ged in the enquiry. 



From CoLONBL C. Hbbvbv, Qeneral Saperintendent of Operatione fot the Sappreasion 
ol Thn^ee and Dacoitee, to liisp«cbor-Q«ne»>l oF PoUce, Punjab, — No. 921, dated 
Simla, the 6th September ] 872. 

I beg your very early attention to the request contained in the ac- 
companying kyfeent, and to express a hope that you will cause me to be 
famished wiUi full particulars of each case of poisoning adverted to 
therein. 



li-atulaiion of a " ijfeeut" from ike Office of the General Superintendent, 
dated 2Sth Auguti 1872. 

The Police Gazette published at Lahore on the 21st instant contains 
at pages 380 and 381 a proclamation on the part of the Umballa Police for 
the arrest of one Siarruf-ood^een, son ofSoKdagur, a butcher, on the charge 
that he had ten years previously been associated with certain poisoners of 
the pooTub, or east country. It was stated that he parted from them about 
six years ago, and returned to his own village in the Punjab, and had then 
commencedtodrngpeopleinthediatrietsof the Punjab, joined by 15 to 20 
accomplices, residents of Kautha, of Dussooah (Hooehiarpore), of Kurtar- 
pore (Hooshiarpore),and ofPhagwal,inIi.uppoortullah; ihat several such 
cases of crime had been committed by them during the past year in the 
Loodiana, Umballa, and Kurnaul Districts; and, further, that some other 
cases in the Umritsur, Qoojrauwalla, Jhelum, and other districts should 
seem from the description of one of the culprits answering to the personal 
appearance of the said Shurrnf-ood-deen to have been committed by him, 
but that this person was a fugitive, and warrants had been issued for his 
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arrest, and lie was further declared to be aocompanied hy two young 
poorbja females. 

But no mentioD is made in the Police Gazette of each particnlar case, 
and it is desirable, therefore, to ask for infunnatioa on the following 
points, viz. : — 

(1) At what particular places the man Shurruf-ood-deeQ committed 

each crime, with the zillahs and the dates. 

(2) How many persons were drugged in each case, and how many of 

them died. 

(3) The amount plundered on each occasion. 

(4) How or in what thing the drug or nosioue thing was adminis-, 

tered. 

(5) The aames of the persons drugged, from what place they were 

travelling and to where, or whether they were poisoned at 
their own places. 

(6) The Poliee action in each case. 

All these points of information might be drawn up according to the an- 
nexed form and lists, A list of the names of the supposed culprits should 
also be supplied. 



Memorandum I17 CoIiOHEI 0. Hutchihhos, Inepector-General of Police, to the Qeneral 
Saperintendent of OfierationB for tho SnppreMion of Thuggee and Dacoitee, — 
No. 2993. d&ted the 26th Oatober 1872. 

With reference to his No. 921 of the 6th nltimo, and accompanying 
hyfeeut regarding Shurruf-ood-deen and his gang of poisoners, forwards 
copy of a letter No. 1946 of the 9th instant, and its enclosures iil origi- 
nal, on this subject from the Deputy Inspector-General, Umballa Circle, 
to the address of the Inspector-General of Police. 



Uemorandum from Major A. H. Bahfixld, Depntj InBpeetor.GeneraJ, TJiahaUB 
CHrole, to the Inspector-Oeneral of Polioa, Punjab, — No. 1946, dated the 2Sth 
October 1873. 

Returns the kyfeeut received under cover of his No. 2659, dated 13th 
ultimo, regarding Shurruf-ood-deen, with full particulars furnished in 
each ease of poisoning as required by Colonel Hervey. 

2. The vernacular paper asks tor a list of all the cases in which 
Shurruf'Ood-deen is supposed to have been concerned, showing the dates 
on which and the places where the offences were committed. 

3. On completion of the enquiries and prosecution, a report will be 
prepared and submitted, as directed by the Inspector-General in his 
docket under reply. 



Translated liet of the aathentjcated OM«s of poisoning of occmrence in the Fnnjiib, 
the pco^trators of which would seem froin the personal description to have been 
eommitied ander the leadership of Shumif HMd'deen and the members of his 
ga:^,— dated 28th September 1872. 

Gate No. l.—At Ulwur, in Konah, of Loodiana, on the 10th October 
]8€7, four persons drugged with dhatoora; deceased none; robbed Rs. 47 ' 
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by two pereona, — one a Poorhga and the other a Pttnjahee, — at large. 
These two persone joioed their victims disguised as travellers. At 
their second halting- place they hod some liquor, aad the foar travellers 

Crtook of some meat and bread, and drauk at their hands, and tlien 
came inBenaihle, The descriptioD of one of the culprits agrees with 
that of Shurruf-ood-deen. The victims were Rurdyal, Davtedeen, ^c, 
Poorbyai by caste, travelling from Lahore. 

Ca»e Ifo. 2.— At Choodyala (or Chimdyala), of Umritsur, on the 
11th January 1868, cue person drugged with dhaloora, who recovered ; 
robbed Rs. 40 by two persons, — one a Poorbya and the other a Fnnjabee. 
The same account as the last. The name of the drugged person was 
DootteecAand Koree, of Raipore, in Furruckabad, and he was travelling 
from Dehra Ismael Khan. 

Cate S'o. 3. — At Umritsur, on the 2lst January 1868, four persons 
drugged with rfAa(o(»ra, of whom onedied; robbed Rs. 175-3-3 by two 
persons, — a Poorhya and a Punjabee, — at large. Thesame account as in 
the last case. In this case it would seem that a person named Ka»eeram 
was tried for it and tenteneed by ike »e*aiona to ten yean' impriionment, 
but that he wat released by the Chief Court. The names of two of the 
victims were Sahibdeen and Bhujjoo, and all were Poorbyat travelling 
from Rawul Pindee. 

Cate No. ^.— At Attaree, of Umritsur, on the 4-th May 186S, one 
person drugged with dhatoora, who recovered ; robbed Rs. 80-3 by the 
same two persons at large. The same account as the last. The name of 
the draped person was Poorvn, a Cullasee of Meerut, who was travel- 
ling from Meean Meer. 

Caie No. 5. — At Mullian, in Umritsur, on the 5th June 1868, five 
persons drugged with rf/fl^oorn, Wo oW (iwrf; property robbed unknown, 
the culprits being the same two persons, — a Poorbya and a Punjabee, — 
at large. The five deceased persons were travelling from Lahore, and 
they were joined by the two culprits disguised as travellers, who 
administered dhatoora to them, from which they died. The description 
of one accords with that of Shurruf-ood-deen, btii it proved that a Kahar, 
named Ram Bvx, had already been tenteneed in this cate to Iraruportaiion 
for life. The names of two of the deceased were Bhuwani and Goolzar, 
and all were Poorbyat travelling from Lahore. 

Cate No. e.— At Choodyala, in Umritsur, on the 3rd May 1S70, 
three persons droned with dhatoora, who died; property robbed uukuown. 
The culprits were two persons, who have not yet been arrested. It has 
not been ascertained who they were, but it would appear that the 
deceased were accompanied by the same two persons as before. They 
also purchased liquor, and the account of one agrees with the description 
of Shurruf-ood-deen. The three deceased persons were Poorbya 
travellers. 

Cage No. 7. — At Poh, in Sanewal, of Loodiana, on the 4th July 1870, 
two persons drugged with dhatoora, of whom one died; robbed its. 8 by 
two persons unknown and at large. The description of one would seem 
to correspond with that of Shurruf-ood-deen. The two victims were 
Khundoo and paveedeea, both Chumars of the Poorub, in the Zillah of 
Azimabad (? Azimgurh), and they were travelling from the Punjab. 

Cage No. S.— At Tauda, in Chundeegurh, of Umballa, on the ISth 
• July 1870, two personsdrugged with rf^fl^oord, of whom on* </i«rf; robbed 
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Rs. 9 by two persoDB at large, He poieoners joined their victims dis- 
jfuised as travellers. At night they gave them liqnor and food, from 
which they became insensible, and one of them wae found drowned in 
some water. The description of one of the poisoners accords with that 
of Shurruf-ood-deen. The name of one of the dragged persons was 
Kana Kolie, of Meerut, a trave'ler from Kus^owlie. 

Case No. 5.— -At Kherie, ot Lahore, on the 12th October 1870, one 
person drugged with dhaloora, who recovered; robbed Bs. 27-10, 
by two persons at large, the description of one agreeing with that of 
ShuiTuf-ood-deen. He and his accomplice joined the victims disguised 
as travellers, and administered the dmg to them {f)ide the description 
given at page 176 of the Police Gazette for 1870). 

Caae JVo. iO.— At Cael, of Chuppur, in Umballa, on the 25th 
November 1670, three persons drugged with (j^n^oora, who recovered; 
robbed property Rs. 80-8, by two persons at large. Same account 
as in the last case. The names of two of the drugged persons were 
Prem and Qoolab, and all were " Kahars," residents of Moozuffemuggur, 
travelling from Peshawur. 

CaM ifo. II. — ^At Knnkar, cf Ooojranwala, on the 8th March 1871, 
two persons drugged with dhatoora, who recovered; amoont robbed 
not stated, by two persons at large. The same aocouat as in previoos 
cases. The names of the two travellers drugged were Buldeo and Dojee, 
both PoorbgM. 

Caae No. 12. — At Kalokee, of Goojranwala, on the 10th June 1871, 

three persons drugged with dhatoora, of whom two died ; amonut robbed 

not stated, by two persons at lai^. The same account as before given. 

• Or sweeper —c H "^^ name of one of the drugged travellers was 

Seeiui, Kiak-rob,* resident of Kheiiikullan in 

Fnrruckabad. 

Caie No. 13. — At Beeja, of Konah, in Loodiana, on the 15th July 
1871, one person dragged, who recovered; robbed Ks. 11-13-9, by 
three persons, of whom two have been arrested. It proves that this 
case WHS the deed of Sbarruf-ood-deen, joined by two others, named 
Pacqueeria .Dieemttr and Summa, a bulcier. The two lattei have been 
arrested, and they have admitted the crime. They have also been re- 
cognized by the drugged p'trty. This case was also one upon the high- 
way, and the name of the victim was Luic&mun Koree, a resident of 
Meerat, who was travelling from Lahore. 

Case No. 14. — At Ruttunghur, of Sbahabad, in Umballa, on the 2ith 
July 1871, one persou drugged with dhatoora, who recovered; robbed 
Ks. 6-13-6, by twootherpersons, one of whom has been arrested. It proves 
that this case was the deed of Shurruf-ood-deen and the man Facqueeria 
apprehended in the preceding case, and the latter has given a full 
account of it. This case also occurred in the highway, and the name of 
the drugged man was Ooree Syce, a resident of Mutlra and Mirzapdre, 
of Cawnpore, and he was travelling from Lahore. — {Memorandum. — 
^nttra and Mirzapore are districts independent of Cawnpore.) 

Caae No. 15. — At Boodhana, in Kuroaul, on the 2oth July 1871, 
one person drugged, not stated with what, who recovered ; amount 
robbed not stated, by two other persons, of whom one bag been arrested. 
The same account as in previous cases. The victim's name was Davte 
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Sioiee, a reaident of Kbanapore, io Sultanpore (Oudh), and he waa 
travelling from the military station of Subathoo. 

Com No. K.-^kiDeeravmla, of Sanewal, in Loodiana, oa the llth 
August 1871, one pereon dragged, by wbat not stated, who recovered ; 
robbed Bs. 42, by two peraori^, of whom one has been arrested. The 
Bame account as befors given. The name of the traveller drugged was 
Mnkdoom Bmb, a resident of Churriari, in the Bietrict of Lucknow, and 
he was on his way down from Lahore. 

Gate So. 17.— fit ZufForwal, of Sealkote, on the 7th November I87I, 
two persons drugged, with what not stated, of whom one died ; robbed 
Rfl. 21, by two persons at large. The two criminals joined their viotims 
in the disguise of being themselves travellers, and they gave them some 
tea ("decoction of tea leaves"), from partaking of which they became 
inseDsible, and one died. The description of one of the culprits calling 
himself " Manoo, Hindoostani," i^ees with that of the man Shorruf-ood- 
deen asentered at page490 of the Poliee Qazette for 1871. The name 
of one of the drugged parties was PuckkoHe, a Poorbya lad, now residing 
in the Cantonment of Seatkote, and he and his deceased companion were 
travelling from Dalhousie to Sealkote, 

Total of cases 17 ; persons drugged 37 ; persons died 11. 



Hemorandum bj Colonil C. Hbkvbt, Qeuentl Saperinteiiilent of OperationB for the 
Suppression of Thnggee and Daooitee, — dated Simla, the 29th October 1S72. 
From the statements of the two arrested parties, viz.,-~ 

(1) Faequeeria, son of Gahia, by caste a "Dheemur," age 18, re- 

sident of Kantha, in Dussoowa, of Hooshiarponr ; and 

(2) Summa, son bf Funnoo, by a caste a " Kuesab," or butcher, 

age 20, resident of Kurtarpore, of Jnllundhur. 
It would appear that 14 other persons are also the accomplices of the 
man Shiirruf-ood-deen, who were in the habit of going with him on his 
expeditions, assuming to be his servants, but who shared in the plunder 
obtained ; hut their arrest is delayed until the evidence should be more 
perfect, and further information regarding them will hereafter be 
conveyed. 

Shurruf-ood-deen is still at large, but steps have been taken for his 
arrest, and a reward of Rs. 500 tor nis arrest has been sanctioned by 
the Inspector-General of Police, to be given on the man's conviction. 



From H. Wbllbslbt, Esq., OfiGciating Under Secrettur to the Goveramentof India, 
Home Department, to the General Superintendent <a Operatioiu for the Snppree- 
Bion of Thuggee and Daooitee, — No. 62, dated Ftat William, the 10th Jauuanr 
1873. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of yonr lettar No. 1201, 
dated the 29th October last, bringing to notice the prevalence of thug- 
gee by means of poisoning, and the difficulty on the question of the 
approver system as applicable to the suppression of this crime. 

2. Possibly you have overlooked the provision made in the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, which removes the difficulty complained of by 
rendering an accused person liable to he remanded to uudergo the un- 
expired portion of hia sentence if he fails to fulfil the conditions on 
which pardon was offered to him. I am, therefore, desired to invite 
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your attention to Section 322 of Act X of 1872, and to enquire whether 
that aeetion will not meet the object you have in view. If it does, I am 
to enquire what steps you propose to take nnder it. 



From CoLOHEt C. Hbbvbt, General Superintendent of Operations for the Suppression 
of Thuggee and Dacoitoe, to the Secretary to the abrernmeiit of India, Home 
Department,— No. 134 A, dated the 7th April 1873. 

My absence in Bajpootana obliged me to defer replying to the 
enquiry from yonr office whether, with reference 
JmmJmt t° W ^^^^'^ '"" ^^^ Home Department, No. 1201, 

dated 29th October last, on the subject of the 
prevalence of the crime of thuggee by meaiu of poison. Section 322 of 
the new Criminal Procedure Code (Act X of 1872) did not sufficiently 
meet the question of the approver system as applicable to the suppres- 
sion of that crime. 

2. I have the honor to submit in reply that that section would seem 

• From Colonel Her- ^ meet any objection which may now be made 

vej, Qenaral Snperin- to the legalitf of the approver system such as was 

teident, to the Secretary advanced by the Magistrate of Monghyr on the 

to the GoTOmmeDt of ■ £ j i. ■ \. T c 

India. F«eign Depart- occasion referred to m paragraph 4 of my pre- 
ment, No. 61A, dated vious letter on the subject.* 

11th Febnmry 1871. 3. But I would state ttiat the alteration pro- 

vided by Section 322 of the amended Code merely remedies the defect 
which existed in Section 54 of the former Code, bnt that it still leaves 
the subject of the applicability of the approver system to the suppres- 
sion of this crime in its former condition. 

4. I submitted in my fitst report to the Government of India on 
^ T ti 8e retarr to *^'^ subjcctf that the great difficulty in my own 
the Govemment^^lia, apprehension only was the state of Uie law for the 
Forei^ Department^ Sufficient puitUimeitt of the miscieants, and for 
No. 6M, dated 17th July t^e successful adoption of the approver system 
1861. paragraph 66. for their effectual suppresBion. It would be plain, 

I urged, to the understanding of His Lordship in Council that an 
accomplice whose evidence it was desirable to secure as a Government 
approver, would not, when under a limited sentence of imprisonment 
only, and the prospect thua before him of eventual restoration to liberty, 
give the same unreserved evidence as the man who was sentenced to death 
or to transportation for life, with no such prospect before him. The 
experience of this Department was that the evidence of the former was, 
as a general rule, given with reservation. He had not much to lose or 
to be afraid of by withholding his evidence or by accusing innocent 
persons, and be need not therefore much fear the detection he was liable 
to, however sure the process. But the life-ientenced approver had every. 
thing to lose and to be afraid of. When detected in giving false or 
partial evidence, which he generally was sure to be, his conditional 
pardon was revoked, his sentence, hitherto held in abeyance, was carried 
out, and he thus reverted to the punishment from which he had escaped 
only so long as he chose to speak the truth. The existing mofussil law 
against poisoning did not, I added, procure that sentence of extreme or 
last punishment, and that except it should do so, these criminals must 
continue to flouiifih. 
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5, My proposal was, and always has been, to convert Act XXIX of 
1850 for the prevention of poisoning, the operatJon of which was con- 
fined to the Presidency towns only, into a law for all India. That law 
providea tiiat the sentence passed upon a person convicted of the crime 
of poisoning may be death or transportation for life ; and under its 
operation we should be enabled to obtain approvers who would always 
remain in ctistody, and from whom more reliable evidence might be 
expected than ordinarily to be elicited from persons who should not be 
so sentenced. The higher punishment would also have its due effect 
upon the people in the habit of committing this crime. Under the ex- 
isting mofussil law the sentence to be awarded to a person convicted of 
poisoning is limited to ten years'" imprisonment 
• Vide Section 3ffi of ^^ly # -pijis is not sufficient to deter the many, 
the Indian Penal Code. j ., , ■ ■ i.. - "" 

and it prevents our applying the approver system 

to the suppression of the crime with any prospect of success. If death 
has been the result of the poison administered, the distinct law for 
murder is certainly strong enough for obtiuning a sentence of death or of 
life transportation, but it is necessary in such cases to indict the accused 
on the charge of tiiat specific instance per t«, and the evidence neoessary 
for obtaining conviction thereon is in cases of murder by meuis of 
poison generally insufficient, except on very special occasions. The alter- 
native with ns is to arraign the accused on the general charge of bis 
"belonging to the gang" engaged in such practices, and oui procedure 
is to adduce certain well- authenticated instances of the crime as part of 
the proof of that charge, not to show that the accused was present t» 
them, but that " he belonged to the gang" by which they were com- 
mitted. 

6. The object, then, being to suppress the crime of professional poison- 
ing, it is obvious that limited sentences cannot answer the purpose, for 
under their operation every convict is set at liberty on the expiration of 
the period for which he was sentenced, and every approver is also simi- 
larly released. It is well known Uiat professional criminals i^ways 
revert to crime directly they have renewed opportunities for doing so, 
and released approvers have never formed any exception to this general 
rule. They wUl return to the trade equally with the persons against 
whom they had given evidence. My object is to make all persons 
convicted of the crime of professional poisoning altogether impotent for 
future mischief. 

7. The wording of Section 322 of the new Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure to which my attention was directed, seems, moreover, to show that 
something more was understood to be the punishment to which an 
approver should revert on his failing to fulfil the conditions of his pardon, 
than a short period of imprisonment such as is on the contrary usually 
awarded to persons convicted of this crime in the districts. 

8. The proposal above adverted to has, moreover, been ofton since 
advocated by others, and it is a sufficiently reasonable one to claim at- 
tention. For it cannot with any reason be asserted that the crime of 
poisoning should be treated with greater leniency in the districts than it 
shall be in the Freaidency towns I That it is an heinous offence is at 
once admitted ; and the fact that death is the frequent result has been 
too often exemplified in the reporte which I have from time to time sub- 
mitted to Government, not to ulaim serious attention. 
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9. I would therefore earnestly press the sabjeet upon the further 
coDsideratiou of Government. The printed papers submitted with my 
letter in the Foreign Department, No. 61A, dated 11th Februaiy 1871, 
contain many allueions to the subject of giving a more general terri- 
torial scope to Act XXIX of 1850 as advocated by me, and I am able to 
submit a completer printed lile ou the subject. 



From T. J. Chichblb Plowdbh, Esq., Officiating Under Secreteiy to the Government 
of India, Home Department, h> the Secretary to the Governments of Madras, 
Bombay, Bengnl, North- Western Frovinces, and the Punjab, the Chief Commie- 
sionera of Oudh, of the Central Provinces, British Burma, and Coot%, and the 
Hesident at Hyderabad,— No. 219 to 228, dated Simla, the 37th May 1873. 

I am directed by His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General 
1. 1244, anted 7th nliiino. in Council to for- 



Qovernor 
the opinion 



Council 
of Hia Honor the 
-Governor 



Ondh. 

The Central Provincea. 

llritleh Burma. 



Uie opinion of Hie Eicellenoj the ward the accompany- 
nn„»,.„^. ,„ n 1 j^^ ^py ^j ^ letter* 

from the General 
Superiut«ndent of 
Operations for the 
Suppression o£ Thug- 
gee and Bacoitee, 
and to enquire whe- 
ther, in t 

the crime of 
Coorg' habitual poisoning 

Hyderabad. ^jj^ i^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 

fangs for this purpose, is prevalent in J 
» desirable to know whether the views of Colonel 
Hervey, that crime 
of this class should 
be dealt with on the 
thuggee system, 
commend them- 
selves to § 
or whether, in the 
event of thepunish- 

now legal to award being considered insufficient, any other alteration 
of the existing law is preferred. 

3. As matters now stand, the portions of the Penal Code which 
affect this crime are Sections 307, 810, 311, and 328. Sections 310 and 
311 define and provide the punishment for thuggee; but, inasmuch as 
the commission of murder enters into the definition of the latter offence 
they have not scope enough to take in cases of partial poisoning. Sec- 
tion 828 deals with the special case of administering poison with intent to 
commit an offence, but the utmost punishment it awards is imprisonment 
for ten years and fine. Finally, under Section 307, every case in which 
hurt IS actually caused (t. e., when the victim is subjected to bodily pain, 
disease, or infirmity, Section 319) the offender may be transported for 
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4. Tbe view that this present state of the law is insufficient to cope 
with the evil now complained of, has been repeatedly pressed upon the 
GoverDment of India ; and in order that the Government of India may 
be made fully aware of the extent to which the crime really does prevail, 
and whether any, and what, additional puniehment should be provided 
foe its suppression, it has been considered advisable to obtain as much 
information on the subject as is available before undertaking any fresh 
legislation. 



From the Hororahle W. Hudlbbton, Chiel Secretair to the OoTenunent of Madnu, 
to the Secretaiy to the Goverament of India, Home Departiaent,^No. 1600, 
dated Ootocamiuid, the I8th September 1873. 

With reference to your Officiating Under Secretary's letter dated 
the 27th May 1873, No. 819, I am directed to forward, for suhmission 
< No. 2628, dated 15th A,«art 1878. ^J^^ Goveminent of India, copy of a 
letter* from the Acting Inspector- 
General of Police, and to state that, in the opinion of this Government, 
no change in the law is necessary in connection with the class of crime 
of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, and of associating in gangs for 
the purpose, which is not prevalent in this Presidency. 

2. This Government cannot acquiesce in Colonel Hervey's argument 
that the punishment attached to a crime should be enhanced beyond 
what the nature of the crime dictates in order to afford greater scope 
for the " Approver " system. 



FromLixuTEH'AHT-CoLointL'W.S.DEBVBfi.Adlnftliupector-Oeneral'of Police, Madras, 
to the Chief Secretarj to the Qovem ment of Madras,— No. 2628 (Statietical), dated 
Uadraa, the 16th August 1873. 

In reply to letter No. 219 of 17th May 1873, from the Under 
Secretary to Government of India to your address, on the subject of 
habitual poisoning with intent to rob, referred to me for remark, I have 
the honor to submit the following observations, the delay in forward- 
ing which has been caused by the necessity of awaiting the receipt of the 
annual criminal statistics for the year 18.72. 

2. From professional thuggee (Section 311) this Presidency is happily 
exempt. The returns for last year, it is true, show seven cases reported 
under Serial No. 48 of the Criminal Statistical Statement ; but this arises 
from the very singular fact that offences under Section 40 1, Penal Code, — 
" Belonging to a wandering gang not being thugs," — have been grouped 
with offences under Section 311, which refers exclusively to thuggee. 
The seven cases were under Section 401, and committed by Yanadies 
in the Godaveiy District, but had no element of thuggee in them. 

3. Indeed, the association of criminals "in gangs for the purpose 
of robbery by poison is very rarely heard of in this Presidency ; when 
ofEences under Section 328 do occur, there are seldom more than 
one or two persons concerned, and these scarcely what can be called 
professional. 

4. Offences under this section having hitherto been grouped with 
those of " hurt," it is impossible to go into their antecedent details ; . 
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bat those which have been separately recorded under the new system for 
the first time for 1872 fully bear out the above general remarks. 

5. Of thirty persons said to have been concerned in the eighteen cases 
reported, twenty were compelled to appear, of whom t«n were released 
without even trial by the M^strates, the cases being false or grossly 
exaggerated, or coming under some minor head. Of eight persons tried 
in three cases by Courts of Session, two were convicted and sentenced 
to fine and two years' rigorous imprisonment each, six being acquitted. 
These figures prove that there can be no poisoning here by associated 
"gangs." 

6. The special reports called for from districts further show that only 
in some instances is robbeir the object of the ofienders, Rs. 46 in ail 
having been reported lost. Family disputes, quack doctors, and illicit 
intercourse, each contribute their quota to the general totab. I am 
of opinion that the existing law is quite sufficient to deal with these 
offences in this Presidency, nor can I see any reason for recommending 
enhanced pumehment. I should very much doubt if the maximum 
punishment under Section 328 had ever been awarded. 

7. It is not for me to say what may or may not be required else- 
where, nor am I confident that I realize Colonel Hervey's difficulties ; 
but, as far as this Presidency is concerned, there is not the slightest 
necessity for the approver system being extended to it, were it even 
practicable to do so. 

From J. Nugent, Esq., Actiog Under SeoretiuT to the Goventmeiit of Bombay, 
jadicial Department, to the Secretary to me Oovernmeub of India, Home 
Department,— No. 18S6, dated Bombaj Caatle, the Slat Much 1874. 

Adverting to Mr. Officiating Under Secretary Plowden's letter 
No. 220, dated 27th May 187S, enquiring whpther the crime of habitual 
poisoning with intent to rob, and of associating in gangs for this pur- 
pose, is prevalent in the Bombay Presidency, and whether any alteration 
in the existing law affecting this class of crime is requisite, I am directed 

IV.;. ■!. ^ v'^jL.,.™^. to forward to you the papers noted 

PrfciB of Eeporte suhmitted by the Distnct - .u _ ■ 3 ^ . . 

Magiatrates and Suporintendenta of Police in "> *"^ margm, and to express the 

the Bombaj Presidency on the prevalanco of concurrence of His Excellency i* 

the crime of habitmd poisoning, &o. Council in the opinion of the 

..i*.1Ci"Si.S"^ " """"■ ""J""'? of 'l" "ffi-™ "to have 
reported that the crime referred 
to is not prevalent in this Presidency to such an extent as to call for a 
change in the law. The provisions of Section 394 of the Penal Code 
appear to be appticable and sufficient. 



Pr^cia of Beporta suhmitted by the IMstrict MajfistrateB and Superintendents of PoHoe 
in the Bombay Freaideuoy on the prevalence of the crime of habitual poison- 

Tbe Government of India forwarded, with their Home Department 
lett«r No. 220 of 27th May last, copy of a letter from the General 
Snprintendent for the Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoitee, and en- 
quired (imragraph 1) whether, in the opinion of His Excellency in 
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Council, tiie crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, luid of 
associating in gangs for this purpose, is prevalent in this Freaidenoy. 
They also stated that it would be desirable to know whether the views of 
Colonel Hervey that crime oE this claee should be dealt with on the 
thuggee Bystem, commend themeelTee to this Government, or whetheri 
in the event of the punishment which it is now legal to anard under 
Sections 307, 310, 311, and 328 of the Fep&l Code being considered 
insufficient, any other alteration of the existing law is preferred. 

This Department Hesolution No. 3379 of 20th Jnne last directed 
that a copy of the above letter and of its accompaniment should be 
forwardedto the Police Commissioners, Northern Division, Southern Divi- 
sion, and in Sind, the District Magistrates and the District Superintend- 
ents of Police, for early opinion and report, and that a statement show- 
ing tbe number of crimes of the nature referred to in paragraph 1 of the 
aforesaid letter repori^ to the Police during the years 1870, 1871, and 
1872, should be reported by each Superintendent of Police- 
In compliance with these orders the under-mentioned officers have 
reported as follows :^ 

De^goMOoo of Offlc«r. Substance ot Report. 

Hafpstrate of Alunedabad . . Not i rinzle eaae in Gie dutriot dnriiiK tbe Itut five 

yeaxe. le therefore onable to ea; ttut nece^it; 
eiiata for l^isladon. 

SnperintondeDt of Police, Abmedabad One cue dnriDg the liurt three jean. No opinion. 

Mi^utrate of Kaini .... Thinks the crime is exteoBivelf carried on in 
Qozerat, and concurs with Colonel Hervey in the 
opinion that tiie provisioDB of the Penal Code are 
insofficient to cope vith the evil Coniidere that 
Act XXIX ot 1860, if eitended throughout the 
MofntBil, nould HBaiat judicial oScers in diapoeing 
of ouch caaes, and that an extra Bection slioald be 
added, in which distinct provision should be made 
for punishing persons belonging to gangs of pro- 
fessioDsl poisoners with transportation for life. 

Superintendent of Police, Kaira . Five cases occurred during 1870. 1871, and 1878. 
Thinks that the crime is prevalent to a verj great 
extent in those districts, and, for Teaeona given, 
expreaaea opinion that^ unices some sncb stringent 
measnres are adopted as suggested bj Colonel 

^ Berrey , the crime will never be effectnally snp- 

Magiatrate and Superintendent of No cases during the past three yeart. No o^nim. 

Police, Khaodesh. 
Ha^trate of Surat .... Cases rare in the district. Considers the present 
law sufficient to keep this class of ofllences in 

Superintendent of Police, Surat . No cases in the district during 1870, 1871, and 1878, 
Thinks it would be highlj beneficial to alter the 
law bj introducing a life sentence as a punisb- 
ment for this crime. 

Magistrate of Broach . . The crime unknown in tbe district. Thinks it 

would be better to enlarge the scope of tbe Penal 
Code than to have recourse to special legislation. 

Snperinteodent of Police, Broach . Has not been able to find a single case froin returns 
submitted b; constebles. Is of ojnnion that Act 
XXIX of 1860 ma; be extended to all parts oC 
India witb advantage. 

Mapstnite of Tanna . . . The crime not prevalenl^ onlj one case haring oc- 

corred during the jears in question. Thinks 
there is no neceesitf for a change in the law ai 
regards his district. 
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DnipntiOD ot Offlncr, 
SuperiuWDtlent of Police, Tanns 



UngUtrate of Kolabft 
Ma^atrate of NrbUc . 



Superintendent ot Police, Niuiit 

gnperintendcnt ot Police, Panch 

Alabalg. 
Magiatnite of Ahmedonggur 



SnpeiintMident of Police, Ahmedong- 

gur. 

The Magiatr»te rf BdgBiuo 

Sapeiiutendent ot Polic(^ BelgaBm . 

UagistNte of Dhuwar 
Superintendent of Police, Dbarwar 

Magistrate of Poona 
SnperiDtendent of Police, Poonii 
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Sabatuice ol Bcfwrt. 
The crime not prevalent, onl; one caae Iiaving oa- 
encred during the past three years. No opioioa. 
Tbe crime nnlcnown in the district. No opinion. 
Cases not common in the district. Thints that, 
thongh this is the case, there caii he little doubt 
that tbe crime does prevail to a considerable 
citeot. Considers there is no objection to a 
special law to denl with the crime, and tbat the 
proposal to revise the prorisioaB of Section 1 of 
Act XXIX of 1850 is deserving of attention. 
Submits remarks bj the let Assistant CtJlector, 
who, for reasons stated, thinks the best wa; of 
attaiaii^ the object in view would be to extend 
to the crime provisions similar to those applied 
in Sections 310 and 311 of the Indian Penal 
Code to thuggee, and also to insert a secUoa 
under Chapter 17 of the same Code, making the 
crime ponishable with ten jean* rigoroDi impri- 
sonment and with fine. 
Bo knowledge of snch gangs being or having been 

about tbe district. No opmion. 
No cases of the nature referred to dnriug the past 

three jeara. 
the crime nnknown in the district. Believes that the 
crime of mnrder by means of poison is more com- 
mon than is generally supposed, and ia of opinion 
that the law with regard to tbe sale of poisononi 
Bubstancra requires revision, and that anbjact to 
certain restrictJons the possession of an; poison in 
sufficient qnantit; to cause death should be made 
a criminal oflence. 
The crime qoite unknown in that mllah. Think* 
that, as tu aa the district is concerned, no alter- 
ation in the Ian as it now stands seems required. 
No cases dnring the yean 1870, 1871, and 1873 in 
the district. Considers there is no neceasity for 
making any duuge in the present state of the 

No casea dnring the years 1870, 1S71, and 187S, and 
is, therefore, not in a position tt> state how far 
the punishment provided in the existing law ia 
inanfficient. 
Crime totally unknown in tbe district, and therefore 
no legislation ia called for. 
. Six cases of poisouing with intent to rob oocnrred 
dnring the years 1370, 1871, and 1872. None of 
these was committed by professional poisoners 
who associated in gangs for this purpose. Thinks 
as the crime ia unknown in diat district, new 
legislation is not required. 
. Cases of rare occorrence in tbe district. Is ot 
otnuion that the Penal Code anfflcientiy provide* 
for such cases so far as his district is concerned. 
. Nine cases brought to notice dnnng 1870, 1871, 
and 1872. The crime not habitual in Poona 
or its district. Advocates the conversion of Act 
XXIX of ISeO into a law for all India. {These 
nine cases appear to be of the same nature a* 
those reported by tbe Superintendent ot Policy 
Dharwar.) > 

[o cases occnned during the years 1S70, 1871, and 
1872. Are of opinion that no change is required 
in the law so far as that district is concerned. 
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Hagiitnte of Ealkdgi 



SaperiuteodeDt of Police, Butnagiri 



The HagirtraU of Satsn 

The Snperintendent of Falii^ SftUra 
MBgutrnto of Kanara 

fiupeiintandent of Police, Eanan . 
Police CommlMiooer, BonilierD Divi- 

Police CommiBdoneT, Noitheni Divi- 



Bobatuot at lUport 
The criine not prendeiit in tbe diitriL-t. In fact no 
■nob gimgs «ii«t at all in that part of tbe eonn- 
tiy. No cbange in the eiiating law required <o 
faJr aa hi» diatrict U concerned. Seea no obiectioD 
to enbaoce tbe pnniahmeut laid doim in Section 

ass. 

The crime not Imomi in the distriot. No opnion. 

Bat one caie has occorred in the diatrict since 1870. 
Ii of' opinion tliat Ihe taw as it itands ii qaite 
Boffieient ai far ai tbia Praaidenc; ia conoemed. 

No caaaa in the diatrict daring 1870, 1871, and 
1872. Propowe that tbe preaeut deflnition of a 
tbng in Section 310 of the Penal Code be altered 
by addinff tbe worda " or with intent to commit 
murder," before tbe worda " ia a tbng," 

The crime not at all prevalent in the diatrict 
Thiuka no alt«ratdon in the eiiating; law it le- 

The crime not preralent in tbe diatnct Full; eon< 
cura in all Colonel Herve; aay a. 

No cBsea in tbe diatrict of late yeani. b onalile to 
atate any opinion aa to whether Crimea of tbia 
clasa should be dealt with on the thuggee ajstem. 

No caaea bare occurred during tbe jean 1870, 18T1, 
and lB7a. No opinion. 

Ii of opinion that there ia no neceeeitj, in tbe pi^ 
aent circunutances of the diatrict in the Sontbem 
Division, for additional legislation on the subject. 

No opinion. 



Summary of the NortLeni Divirion and Sontbem DivUion Beports. 

The crime of habitual poieoning with intent to rob and of associating 
in gangB for this purpose appears &om these reports to be of rare occur- 
rence throughout the Northern and Southern DivisioDs of this Presi- 
dency. 

2. The cases reported as having occurred during the years 1870, 1871, 
and 1872 are as follows:— 

AhmedabHl 1 

Kwra 5 

Dharwar -6 

Poona . • 9 

Tanna 1 

Rutnagiri 1 

Of these, the only cases in which the crimes appear to have been per- 
petrated by habitual poisoners are those of Kaira and Rutn^ri. None 
of the Dharwar cases were committed by professional poisoners, nor, so 
far as can be gathered from the reports, were those of Ahmedabad, Poona 
(one excepted), and Tanna. 

8, The Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police, Kura, think 
the crime prevalent to a very great extent in Giizerat. 'Hie Magistrates 
of Nasik and Ahmednu^ur aJso think tbe crime to be more common 
than is generally supposed. 

4. The following officers are of opinion that the law as it staods is 
quite sufficient : — 

Police Commissioner, Southern Division. 
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Magiistrates of Afamedabad, Sunt, Tanna, Belgaum, Dharwar, 
PooDft, Sbolapnr, Kaladgi, Rutnagiri, and Satara. 

Superintendents of Police, Ahmednug^r, Dharwar, and Sbola- 
pur. 

5. The other opinions aubmitted may be generally divided into— 

(1) those which suppose the provisions of the Penal Code in- 
sufficient to cope with the crime and are in favour of ex- 
tending Act XXIX of 1850; and 
(S) those to the effect that it would be better to enlarge the 
scope of the Penal Code than to have recourse to special 
legislation. 
The adoption of the former course is recommended by the Magis- 
trates of Eaira and Nasik, and the Superintendents of Police, Kaira, 
Broach, Poena, and Satara : and the adoption of the latter is favoured 
by the Magistrates of Broach, Ahmednuggur, and Kaladgi ; 1st Assist- 
tant Collector, Nasik; and the Superintendents of Police, Surat and 
Butnagiri. 

6, The ander-mentioned officers have expressed no opinion on the 
sufficiency or otherwise of the existing law : — 

Tie Police Commissioner, Northern Division. 
Magistrates of Khandesh, Kolaba, and Kanara. 
Superintendents of Police, Abmedabad, Khandesh, Tanna, Nasik, 
Punch Mahals, Kaladgi, and Kanra. 

Abstract. 
Nunberofpoigoning cues during 1870, 1871, and 1872 . 23 
NumW of poisoning caees with which profeaBiooal poisoners 

were connected 6 

Nomber of officers who think the present Uw sufScient . 14 
Number of officers who having snbmitted no opinion niBj be 

BDpposed to consider the eiistjug law sufficient ... 11 
NumMr of officers who faroor the extension o£ Act ICx'iX of 

1850 6 

NnmbeT of officers in favonr of enlarging the scope of the 

Penal Code 6 

SIND. 

The Commissioner in Sind reports that, from information received 
from the Magistrates and Police Superintendents of the three Sind Col- 
lectorates, it would appear that the ofFence of professional poisoning is 
unknown in the Province. An isolated case, he states, occurred in the 
Hyderabad District, the particulars of which have been forwarded to 
Government direct by the Superintendent of Police. The Commissioner 
also forwards a report by the Judicial Commissioner in Sind, stating 
that, though agreeing with the views of Colonel Hervey in mauy ways, 
he does not see that he has made out a case for fresh legislation, and this 
opinion is endorsed by the Commissioner. 

The District Ma^strate of Shikarpur has submitted a separate report 
to the effect that the crime is as yet unknown in the district. 

The District Superintendent of Police, Hyderabad, reports that the 
case of poisoning in that district in 1871, referred t« by the Commissioner 
in Sind, wad perpetrated by a fakeer, who was sentenced to seven years' 
transportation, and states that, as regards the district under his chai^ge. 
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the views of C(Joiiel Herrey do not recommeDd tliemselves as urgttatlj 
called for. 

The proceedings ia the case of poisoning ordered to be tele^aphed 
for by the Honourable Mr. Gibbs are herewith sabmitted. In 
this case, which occurred near Sukknr in 1854, the death of twelve 
persons resulted from the administration of poison by two men, apparent^ 
Ij professionals, one of whom was sentenoed to death, and the other dis- 
charged for want of proof. 



Memorandum by J. Ndobbt, Esq., Acting Under Secretsrj to the Oovemmest rf 
Bambaj, Judicial Department,— dated the 8th November 1873. 

The accompanying carefully preparsd pr^e gives an accurate sum- 
mary of the views and reports of the officers from whom a statement of 
facts and opinion was called for in Government Resolution No. S397 of 
20tb June 1878. 

In their letter No. 220 of 27th May 1873, the Government of India 
asked the opinion of this Government on two points, — 1st, whether the 
crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob and of associating in 
gangs for this purpose was prevalent in this Presidency; and 2nd, 
whether any alteration in the existing law affecting this class of crime 
was requisite. 

The information now obtained shows that the answer on the first 
point should be in the negative. It appears that dnring tbe three years 
1870, 1871, and lUTi tbe total number of cases in which poison was 
intentionally and maliciously administered to human beings throughout 
the entire Presidency, including Sind, was 24. In twelve only, however, 
of these instances (throe in Foona, five in Eaira, and one each in Butna^ 
giri, Tanna, Ahmedabad, and Hyderabad) was tbe crime apparently com- 
mitted by habitual poisoners, with a view to subsequently robbing their 
victims. This gives an average of four cases per annum — a very small 
ntmiber considering the extent and population of the Presidency. It is 
noticeable that no cases of this description are reported to have occurred 
in such districts as Khandesb, Nasik, and Ahmednuggur, in which they 
might reasonably have been expected to be not unfreqnect if the offence 
was prevalent anywhere in tbe Presidency. Kaira is the Collectorate in 
which the largest number of cases occurred, a fact which may be attri- 
buted to the comparative wealth of its population as offering inducements 
to professional poisoners to frequent the roads passing through it, and 
to its proximity to Native Statte, which are always the favourite resort of 
criminals of this class and of habitual robbers and dacoits. Tbe M^s- 
trate and the Superintendent of Police of the Kaira Collectorate consi- 
der that poisoning with a view to robbing prevails to a very great extent 
in Guzorat. This assumption would not, however, appear to be home 
out by tbe circumstances, as only five cases occurred in the Kaira Dis- 
trict in the three years in question, but one case in Ahmedabad, and not 
a single case in the other Guzerat Districts — Broach, Surat, and the 
Punch Mahals. On tbe whole, therefore, it may be considered that this 
peculiar class of crime is not prevalent in this Presidency. At the same 
time, however, it may he assumed that, in some instances where the 
crime has actually beea committed^ it has never been discovered or sus- 
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pected. The person poiEooed has died, and either bis body bas dia- 
appeared entirely, or he was foand seneelees on the road, or in a dhurma- 
shalla and dying ; his death has been attributed to a fit, sun-stroke diseaae, 
snake-bite, or other accident. How many such cases may have occurred 
it ie impossible to say, but there is no proof that their number is consi- 
derable. 

On the second point, the necessity for any modification of the existing 
law with a. view to enhancing the punishment which may be awarded to 
poisonerB by profession, the opinions of the officers consulted vary greatly. 
A large proportion hold that the law, as it at present stands, meets all 
requirements, though it would seem that some at least of them do so, 
because either they have had no experience of the crime, or because of its 
non-existence or rarity in the districts in which they are serving. Others 
agree with Colonel Hervey in thinking that the law as it now is does not 
provide a su'iicient punishment for offenders uf this class. Colonel Hervey 
states that the highest punishment which can be awarded is that under 
Section 328, viz., ten years' imprisonment and fine (assuming, of course, 
that death is not the result of the poisoning, when the poisoner could be tried 
for murder). It is to be noticed that, as observed by the Crovernment of 
India, Section 307 might be applicable. The crime might also, as stated 
by Mr. P. Melvill, be tried under Section 394 ("causing hurt in commit- 
ting or attempting to commit robbery "), for which the punishment may 
be transportation for life, or, if a second ofi'ence, under Section 75 and 
Section 379 or 392, when also transportation for life might he awarded. 
The Under-Secretary, therefore, doubts whether any alteration of the law 
is required, and, if any is to be made, thinks it would be sufficient to add 
to Section 32^ some such words as these — "aud if theofieiice intended to 
be committed, or of which the commission is intended to be facilitated, is 
theft, shall be punished with imprisonment of either descnption for a term 
which may extend to fourteen years, or with transportation for life, and 
shall also be liable to fine." This would be clear and unmistakeable, and 
would so far meet Colonel Hervey's wishes. 

As far as the Bombay Presidency is concerned, it would not appear 
necessary, judging from the comparative paucity of offences of this 
nature, and the absence, as far as is known, of any organised gangs 
of professional poisoners, to deal with criminals of this class on the 
thuggee system. 



From A. Uackenzie, Esq., OfficiatiDg Secretary to the Qovernment of Bengal, 
JndidaJ Deportment, to the Secretary to the Govenimeut i:^ India, Home Depart- 
ment,— No. 3993, dated the 30th August 1873. 

I am now directed to reply to Officiating Under Secretary Mr, 
Flowden's letter No. 221, dated the 27th May last, with its euclosure, 
asking for the Lieutenant-Governor's opinion as to whether the crime 
of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, and of associating in gangs 
for this purpose, is prevalent in Bengal; whether the Lieutenant- 
Governor would recommend that crime of this olass should be dealt with 
on the Thuggee (Approver) system, and whether His Honour would 
advise any alteration in the existing hiw for its suppression. 
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2. Though no positive proofs have been brought to notice of late 
years that poisooing by gangs is systematically carried on, yet cases 
have occurred in saffioient numbers to show that the crime of poisoning 
exists; and it may possibly be that gangs flourish and work without 
detection in certain parts of the coantry where these cases generally 
occur, vie.', in Behat and on the pilgrim routes. 

8. Assuming that gangs do or may exist, the Lieutenant-Governor 
is of opinion that the approver system is perhaps the only way of getting 
at them and breaking them up, if it is thoroughly well worked and 
supervised; otherwise it is most injurious. 

4. I am to observe that the Lieutenant-Governor is very strongly of 
opinion that the maximum punishment for the offence described in 
S«ctioD 3S8 of the Penal Code should be raised, as proposed, by adding 
transportation for life to the penalties already provided in that section, 
and that the opportunity should be taken to raise the maximum paDish- 
ment for all attempts at murder under Section 307, whether hnrt be 
actually caused or not. Many attempts are just as criminal as murder, 
yet the maximum punishment which it is dow l^al to award is ten 
years' imprisonment when the assassin who fires the shot or aims the 
blow misses his intended victim by an inch. 



From C. A. Elliott, Esq., Seoretaij to the QovemmeDt of tite Nurtb-Wettem Pro- 
vinoei, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Departmant^— 
No. 206, dated Allahabad, the 19th Angost 1873. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. Hi, 
dated 37th May last, with enclosure, requesting an expression of His 
Honour the Lieu ten ant-Go vernor's opinion whether the present law is 
sufficient to cope with the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to 
rob, or whether the crime should be dealt with on the system nhidi was 
employed for the suppression of thuggee. 

i. In reply I am to say that the Lieutenant-Governor, after con- 
sulting the most experienced officers in the North-Western Provinces, is 
of opinion that the introduction of any special agency or system is 
unnecessary^ Professional poisoning is not known in these Ihxivinces 
to an extent calling for any special measures ; and when practised it is 
by iudividualsj and not by gang«, and it is only where a number of 
persons are associated in crime that the approver system can be worked 
effectively. 

S. As regards the sufficiency of the present law. His Honour con- 
siders that the Penal Code, as it stands, is severe enough, for it is- 
scarcely possible that poison could be administered without causing 
hurt ; and if hurt is caused, the crime falls under Section 307 of the Code^ 
and the penalty is transportation for life. 



From T, H. Thosntoit, Esq., D.CX., Secretary to the Government of the Fnnjab, 



In reply to your letter No. 233, dated the 27th May last, enquiring- 
whether the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob is prevalent 
ia this Province, I am directed to forward the accompanying copy of a 
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report from tlie IuBptictor-General of Police, 'shonriog tbe number of 
cases of this class of crime which haye occurred in tlie Punjab durin^^ tbe 
past thirteen years. It will be seen that such offences cannot be said to 
be prevalent in this part of India. 

2. With regard to the remarks in your concluding paragraphs, I am 
to state that tbe view expressed by Colonel Hutchinson in the 7th para- 
graph of bis letter, as to Section 394 of the Indian Penal Code being 
applicable to cases of robbery by poison, appear^ to tbe Lientenant- 
Oovernor coFrect. In such case, so far at least as this Province is 
. concerned, His Honour considers that the present means of coping with 
the crime in questiim are quite sufScieat, and that no fresh legislation oQ 
the subject is needed. 

From LiiuniHAHt-CoLosEi 0. HnroHiHaoN, C.6.I., Inipeator-Oeneral of Polioe, 
Punjab, to the Booretarj to the GorenuneDt of the Punjab,— No. 213—2602, 
dated Lahore, the 2dth Sc^t'^i^ber 1873. 

With reference to your letter No. 2338 of I4th June last, asking for 
my opinion as to whether the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to 
rob, and of associating in gangs for this purpose, is prevalent in the 
Punjab, I have the honour to express my regret at the letter having 
been mislaid for some time, and therefore this delay in replying. 

2. 1 have not apparently received Colonel Hervey's letter, but I have 
the letter by the Government of India, No. 223 of 27tli May, and with 
reference to it 1 submit the following remarks : — 

3. The Government of India takes up two distinct subjects— 

I.^Tbuggee as defined in Section 310, Indian Penal Code. 

II.— Administering stupefying drugs with intent to cause hurt 

and to facilitate tbe commission of an offence. 

4. As regards " ^uggee" defined by the Penal Code thus — 
"Section 310. — 'Whoever at, any time after the passing of this 

Act shall have been Aabitually auociated with any other or otkert for tbe 
.purposes of committing robbeiy or child-stealing by meant <^ or accom- 
panied with mvrder, ie a ihug. 

—the records of this Province since 1861 show that there has been no 
r^nlar case which complied with the two great conditions constituting 
a Uing— 

I. — Sabituatly astociated witi any other or others. 
n. — By means of or accompanied with murder. 

The section evidently contemplates a class of men like the old thug, 
who always attempted to kill his victim before he plundered him, with 
whom murder was, if he could effect it, bis first step invariably. 

5i As regards the offence of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, 
you will observe by my Circular No. S3 of 1873 that this Department 
has erroneously been exhibiting all such cases under Section 328, and 
Delecting the far greater power of tbe law under Sections 394 and 397. 
Also you will perceive from the wording of Section 338 that it may 
include many cases of poisoning where there was no intent to rob, and 
therefore that it cannot be taken as sbowing tWy cases wbere^/iiii(/er 
-was the object. 

6. However, in this Province, as hitherto, the error has been made 
of being contented with prosecution under Section 32S when robbery 
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These figures do not show the offence is ini 

7. I do not understand the omission in paragraph S of the letter by 
Government of India of Section 394- as applicable to robbery by poison. 

When poison is admiuistered for the object of plnndenng, enrely it 
may be assumed that the giving the poison constituted the offence 
known as iurt, perchance even grievons hurt. Now under Section 394 
if hurt is Tolnntarily caused when committing or attempting to commit 
robbery, a sentence of transportation for life can be given. 

This seems quite to meet the cases of poisoning for plunder. 

8. If this is not admitted, a section might be added to the Penal 
Code declaring the administration of poison with intent to rob, to be 
hurt within the meaning of Section 394. 

9. I do not perceive the necessity as yet for any special machinery 
to prevent or det«ct such cases other than what every Local Oovemment 
possesses, by selecting detective officers for the duty. 



From H. J. Spires, Esq., OfficiatiDg Secreta^ to the Chief Commisaioner of Ondh, to 
the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, — No. 8141, dated 
Luoknow. the 27th Jane 1873. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 224, 

dated 27th ultimo, on the subject of habitual 

PolktT^No! ^63-2689, poisoning with intent to rob, and associating in 

dated 19th instant. gangs for the purpose, and in reply to submit, for 

Jndioial CoiiimisBioiier. ji,g information of His Excellency the Governor 

Nojj613, dated 23id f^^,^ j^ Council, copies of the letters noted in 

the margin, from the Judicial Commissioner and 

Inspector- General of Police. 

2. Both these officers agree that the crime is not prevalent in Ondh. 

S. The Inspector- General of Police thinks that it might be as well 
to try the approver system in any province in which the crime is found to 
be on the increase, and the Officiating Judicial Commissioner is of opinion 
that this class of crime should be dealt with on the thuggee system. 
The Officiating Chief Commissioner also thinks that it should be t^us 
dealt with wherever it is evident that the crime is in full force and the 
work of professionals. 

1. Mr. Currie oonsiders that the punishment allowed by law is 
insufficient, and he would add a proviso to Section S28 of the Indian 
Penal Code, making the administering of drugs by an habitual poisoner 
punishable with transportation for life. The Officiating Chief Com- 
missioner is of opinion that this alteration in the law would be an im- 
provement, though, as far as this Province is concerned, there is no im- 
mediate necessity for it. 
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From Lib UTRVANT-Co LOME L R. H. U. Aitkbn, V.C, InHpector-Oeaenit of Polict^ 

Ottdh, to the Offioiatins 8eoret((ry to the Chief Commisaioner of Ondh,— 

So. 53—2689, dated the I9th Jona 1973. 

In reply to yonr No. 2818 of 7th June 1873, forwarding No. 224 of 
22nd May I873j from Under Secretary to Government of Indiaj Home 
Department, and enclosure, I beg to report as follows. 

I forward a return of all the cases of robbery by poison which have 
oocnrted in the Province of Ondh during the years 1870, 1871, 1872, 
and the first 6^ months of 1873. 

2. It will be seen that the crime cannot be said to he prevalent in 
the Province of Oadh. The Police have during the last 3^ years acted 
vigorously and successfully in the detection of the crime, and it may be 
eitid, as r^ards the last 2^ years, that prevention has also been successful. 

3. In 1870,oat of eighteen cases reported, thirteen resnltedin conviction. 
In 1871, out of seven oaaea reported, four resulted in convictions and 
one was pending. In 1872, eleven cases were reported (three of these 
cases were not for robbery), and in eight cases conviction followed. 
In the fii'st half of 1873, three cases were reported, — one was an unsuc- 
cessful attempt, and in the two remaiuing cases apprehensions were 
effected by Police, and the prisoners have been committed to sessions. 

4. It will therefore be seen that, as far as this Province is concerned, 
the present state of the law and action of the regular Police has not been 
insufficient to cope with the crime. My experience of the thuggee and 
dacoitee approvers, who were for some time attached to this Police, was 
not favourable. They were returned to Jubbulpore, after some years' 
trial, as being perfectly useless. 

6. But I am of opinion that, should the crime in any province in- 
crease to a considerable extent, it would probably be advisable to try 
the approver system, — that is, to carry out Section 307 of the Penal Code, 
hy senteociug to transportation for life some of the convicted criminals 
and then m^iug them approvers. 

The old approvers of the Thuggee Establishment did not know the 
criminals of the present day, but this want of knowledge would not 
attach to criminals now convicted. 1 think the successful action of the 
Oudh Police in 1870, 1871, and 1872 broke np any gangs of professional 
poisoners in this Province, if such ezistedj hut I do not think the crime 
is generally carried on by gangs. 
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From C. Cobub, Esq., Officiating Jndidal Commiasioner of Oadh, to Uie Offlaiatiag 
Secretary to the Clu«f Cominiwionei' of Ondli,— No. 1613, dat«d Lucknow, tbe 
23rd Jane 1873. 

Inreply to your letter No. 2817, ^ated 7th June 1878, torwaiding 
for an expression of mj opinion copy of a letter. No. 224, dated 27th 
May last, from the Oovernment of India, Home Department, with its 
enclosure, regarding the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, 
and of associating in gangs for the purpose, I have the honour to state, 
for the information of the Chief Commissioner, that, so far as 1 have 
been able to gather from the judicial criminal returns, the crimes specified 
are not prevalent in this Province. 

2. I am, however, of opiuion that the punishment which it is now 
l^al to award is insufficient to suppress the crime of professional poison- 
ing where it may prevail ; and had Act XXIX of 1 850 not been repealed 
by Act VIII of 1868, 1 should have supported Colonel Kerrey's recom- 
mendation for its estonsion. It is. however, one thing to extond a law 
and another to re-enact, with extended scope a repeal^ law. 

3. The addition of a proviso to Section S2S, Penal Code, to the 
foUowing effect would, I think, meet the case : " And if the poison, 
drug, or other thing as aforesaid, be administered by any one wlio can 
be proved to be an habitual poisoner, or to have been habitually asso- 
ciated with any other or others for this purpose, he shall be punished 
with transportation for life and shall also be liable to fine." 

4. In conclusion, I am of opinion that crime of this class should be 
dealt with on the thuggee system. No accompauimente. 



From J. W. Nbill, Eeq., Officiating Secretary to the Chief CommiBsioner of the 

GentralPiovincee.to theSecreta^ to tbeQavemment of India, Home Department, 

No. 2339—112. dated Nagpnr, the 19th Jalj 1873. 

In reply to your letter No, 225, dated 27th May, forwarding copy of 
a letter from Colonel Hervey, General Superintendent of Operations for 
the Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoitee, in which that officer argues 
that the punishment awardable to persons guilty of the offence of 
administering poison in order to rob is not so great as it would be expe- 
dient to make it, I am directed to answer the enquiries made by you, and 
to submit the Chief Commissioner's opinion on the subject generally. 

2. The accompanying letter from the Inspector- General of Police in 
these Provinces shows that, in them, the offence of robbery by poison or 
draining is not common. Only eight offences were reported in the last 
four years. In these cases also the offence was committed, and, so 
far as is generally known, the offence is committed, by two or three 
persons only, and not by s gang; and we have no reason to believe 
that gangs or associations of persons exist, who make a living by 
committing robbery in this fashion. So far, then, as the Central Pro- 
vinces are concerned, no change in the existing law is necessary. As 
r^ards the more genera! question of the sufficiency of the present law 
to keep down crime of the kind under discussion, I am to say that 
Colonel Hervey's aivuments do not convince the Chief Commissioner 
that the present law is in any way defective, or unable to do all that he 
aims at. His arguments is briefly this ; that poisoning or drugging for 
■ the sake of robbery is committed by gangs of men associated together 
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tor that putioular purpose j that they can ooly be hunt«d up and 
discovered by adopting the approver system ; and that, unless persona 
convicted ot the offence of poisoning or drugging with a view to robbery 
are punished with traoBportation for life at l£e least, they will not turn 
approvers. 

3. The Chief CommisBioner must assnine that Colonel Hervey baa 
evidence to show that there are associations of men who combine to 
commit this class of offence, and if this is so, it ia extremely probable 
that thfl approver system would be the most effective in breaking up 
these associations and bringing their members to justice; but then 
Mr. Morris cannot but think that the existing law is quite sufficient in 
the punishment it allows to induce men to turn approvers, rather than 
undergo the punishment to which they have on conviction been sen- 
tenced. Ten years is the maximum term of imprisonment that can, 
under Section 3li7 of the Penal Code, be given for an attempt to murder 
that does not reault in hurt to any person. 

4. Ten years* imprisonment and fine is also the maximum punish- 
ment, under Section 328, for administering a stupefying drug with 
intent to hurt. 

5. But Colonel Hervey has apparently overlooked that when attempt 
at murder results in hurt to any person, the penalty is or may be trans- 
portation for life. This should prove sufficient to secure a severe punish- 
ment in all really serious cases of poisoning, for hurt is defined under 
the Penal Code as the causing of bodily pain, disease, or infirmity to any 
person, and hurt could scarcely fail to be occasioned in any serious case 
of poisoning. 

6. In seriouB cases, then, the Chief Commissioner apprehends that, 
even under the law as it is at present, sentences for transportation for 
life oould be obtained against poisonera. 

7. A^in, it can scarcely be necessary that all persons convicted of poi- 
soning or drugging with a view to robbery should be turned into approvers, 
and such approvers as are required might comeeitherfrom those convicted 
of the offence whose sentence ia transportation for life, or from such as are 
sentenced for shorter period as look upon their sentence of imprisonment 

• as a worse evil than the becoming approvers. Ten years' imprisonment 
in an Indian jsil is certainly no li^ht punishment, and one which most 
people would be willing to evade if they had an opportunity offered them. 
Lastly, if transportation for life were mode the punishment for all 
persons convicted of poisoning or drugging with intent to rob, there 
would be a strong inducement to such poisonera to make sure of their 
victims so aa to secure themselvea t^inst being recognised by persons 
recovering from the effects of poisoning, for even if convicted of mnrder 
they would have a good chance of escaping the gallows and being sen- 
tenced to the minor punishment of transportation for life, which would 
be their punishment for a mild case of poisoning. 

8. In the Central Provinces the Chief Commissioner is of opinion 
no special legislation and no change of the law is necessary; and should 
special legi^tion or an alteration of the law be necessary elsewhere, 
he scarcely thinks that it would do to accept the proposals of the 
General Superintendent of Operations for the Suppression of Thuggee 
mad. Dacoitee. 
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Prom CoLOHBL H. D. TiTLoa, Iiupector>Generat of Polioe, Central ProrincM, to 
the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of the Centrai Prorinoes,— No. 3722, 
dated Nagpur, the 1th Jnl; 1673. 

I have the honour to reply to your memorandum No. 1959 — 93, 
dated 18th ultimo, giving cover to copy of lett«r No, 225 of 17th May, 
from the Secretary to Governmeat of India, with enclosure, on the 
subject of Colonel Hervey's propoBal to deal with the crime of pro- 
feesional poiBoning on the approver system, which was apphed bo success- 
fally to thuggee when the crime was prevalent. 

With reference to the enquiry by the Government of India, made 

in the Ist paragraph of the Secretary's letter. 

In 1869 three eases. the mai^inal statement of the number of 

In 1S70 two cuea. Qgi^g of professional poisoning that have been 

In 1872 tito^ esses. reported to the Police during the last four 

years will show that the crime is infrequent 

in the Central Provinces. During these four years there were eightcases 

in all, and of these one was a very doubtful one. In one case only the 

poisoning resulted in death. As a rule, professional poisoners do not visit 

the Central Provinces in gangs; they usually go either alone or in 

parties of two or three. In one of the above eight cases there was a 

gang of seven persons, in one case a party of three persons, iu two cases 

there were two persons in each, in three cases one person only in each, 

and in one the number is unknown. 

3, As regards Colonel Hervey's proposals, our experience of this 
particular orime is happily so small in the Central Provinces that any 
opinion I may offer can hudl^ be of much value. So far as this Province 
is concerned, I think the Police are able to cope with the professional 
poisoners under the existing laws. In provinces where the crime is rife 
and increasing, it may he desirable to apply to it the system of approvers, 
by means of which thuggee was suppressed, and it seems logical to 
suppose that the system will he equfdly successful against the one as 
against the other if worked with the same intelligence, and if, as in the 
case of the thugs, the poisoners associate in large gangs, or are generally 
known to one another. So far as my own experience goes, and as shown 
above, they do not habitually go about in gangs, but either singly or in 
small parties of twos and threes ; still they may he known to, and have ' 
communication with, each other all over the country. The sort of free 
masonry that exists all over India between criminal fraternities practis- 
ing the same description of crime, would lead one to expect that such 
will be found amongst poisoners. Upon this subject, no douht. Colonel 
Hervey will be fully informed. 

4. Should it be considered expedient to apply the approver system on 
an extended scale to professional poisoning, then I think Colonel Hervey 
has shown in his letter that it is desirable to make some provisioD to 
bring the poisoners under enhanced punishment, if, as be thinks, the law 
as it stands does not already provide what he wants. When death is the 
residt, the poisoner can of course be charged with and sentenced for 
murder, hut in many cases, particularly when* dhatoora is employed, the 
victim not only recovers, but sustains no permanent injury ; and this being 
the case, I suppose it would be difficult in many iustanoes and before 
some Magistrates to convict the accused of having caused " hurt." 
Sat for this difficulty the law, as it exists, appears quite sufficient to meet 
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Colonel Herre^'s demands ; Cor the latter part of .Section 807 of the 
Indian Penal Code provides that, if any person causes "hurt " by doing 
an act with the knowledge that if death ensued from the act he would he 
guilty of murder, he should be liable to transportation for life — a punish- 
ment which seems sufficiently severe to enable the Thuggee Department 
to eecnre the services of reliable approvers. 

5, Should the Government of India think it desirable to apply the 
approver system io professional poisoners, all then that seems necessary 
in order to carry out Colonel Hervey's recommendation appears to be an 
enactment that every professional criminal administering stupefying 
drugs shall be considered to perform an act causing " hurt," such as is 
contemplated in Section S07 of the Indian Penal Code, and shall be liable 
to the punishment therein prescribed for the same. 

From C. B. CooKK, Esq., Assiatant Secretajj to the Chief ConnniMioner of Britiih 

Burma, to the Secretar; to the GoverDment of India, Home Department,— 

No. 1187—282, dated Rangoon, the 18th October 1873. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 236, 
dated 27th May 1873, forwarding a copy of correspondence from the 
General Superintendent of Operations for the Suppression of Thuggee 
and Dacoitee, and enquiring whether the cri|ne of habitual poisonicg with 
intent to rob, and of associating in gangs for this purpose, is prevalent 
in this Province. 

2. In reply I am directed to enclose a copy of the replies* from the 

officers who were con- 

• 1. Ho. 66-14, dftted 4th Angust 1B73, from Com- ,.^ ., s„l,ip<.t 

mbsioner of Pego, with eoclMiirw. BWea on tne suDject, 

2. No. 701—46, dated 15th Jolj 1873, from Jndidal from which it Will be 

CommiMioner. geen that systematic 

of^^Jli^' ^^ ^^ '"^ ^^'^ *"'°' CommiMioner poisoning with intent 

4. No. 84, dated 16th July 1878. from Commisrioner of *<> "^ob, such as prevails 
Arakan. in India, is almost 

5. No 302, dated 7th October 1873. from Inspecter- untnown in Burma, 
ueneral of Folice. i , i . ,, 

and that consequently 
no change in the existing law is required as far as this Province is 
concerned. 

From the Commiagioner of Pegu, to the Secretary tothe Chief CommUsioDerof BritUh 

Burma,— No.- 66—14, dated the 4th Angnat 1873. 
In rejjly to your letter No. 713 — 282 of the 25th June, on the subject 
of poisoning with intent to rob, I have the honour to submit reports 
front district officers as below :— 

From Magistrate, No. 40, dated 4th June 1873. 

Bangoon, No. 57—2, dated 8th July 1873. 

Bassein, No. 199, dated 11th July 1873. 

Henzada, No. 183 — 4, dated 29th July 1873. 

Prome, No. 139—3, dated 11th July 1873. 

Thayetmyo, No. 230, dated Uth July 1873. 

2. The crime alluded to is not common in this Division, and it is 
certainly never committed by persons associating in gangs for this 
purpose. 

3. Captain Street notices a single case in which some stupefying 
drug was given to a family in order to facilitate the commission of a 
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thefl, and in an app^l now before me from tlie ABsistant CommiBsidnet' 
of Henzada, I find a theft was committed on some boatmen ^fbet drug- 
ging tbem in a friendly manner ;J but, as I have said, the crime is a very 
uncommon one. 



In reply to your letter No. 66 — 7, Judicial Department (Criminal) 
of the 27th June last, I have the honour to iaform you that since I have 
been in Rangoon I have never heard of a case of poisoning with intent 
to lob, and of men associating in gangs £or snch a purpose. 



Prom tin Deputy Oommisuoner of Bangoon, to th« CominiasioneT of Pegu, — Ko. 
67—2, dated the Sth July 1873. 

Tn reply to your Judicial Department No. 66^2, dated 27tli June 
1873, I have the honour to inform you that I have not heard of a single 
case of the Mnd referred to. 

Since the receipt of your letter a c^se hae comebefore me, in which 
some stupefying drug was given to afamiiy in order to facilitate the com- 
miaeion of a theft. This occurred in the Syriara township, but it is the 
first case of the kind which has been reported. 



From the Deputy CoinmiMioner of Bassein, to the ComraiMioner of Fega.—lXo. 199, 
dAt«d tHe 11th July 1873. 

"With reference to your Judicial Department No. 66 — 3j dated 27th 
ultimo, I have the hoDoor to report that not a single case of poisoning 
with intent to rob, or of gangs associating for such a purpose, has been 
heard of in this district. 

From the Depnty CommiBEnoner of Henzada, to the ConunuBioner of F^n, — No. 139 — 

4, dated Heuzoda, the 29th July 1873. 

Your letter, Judicial (Criminal) No. 66'~4i of 27th ultimo, enqniring 
whether cases of poisoning with a view to rob are common. 

No cases of the kind are known in this district. 

I have never heard of one since I have been in Burma, 

Happily cases of poisoning in Burma are very rare, 

I have had a case lately in which gunja was put in a cuny, and the 
property of the persons stupefied thereby was stolen daring the night ; 
and I remember another similar case occurring years ago. Snch, how- 
ever are exceptions. 

From the Deputy Commusioner of Prome, to the CommiBuouer of Pega, — Ho. 139 — 3, 
dated Prome, the 11th July 1873. 

With reference to your letter. Judicial Department, No. 66 — 5 
(Criminal), dated 27th June 1873, 1 have the honour to report that the 
. crime of poisoning with intent to rob is not practised in this district. 
.Not a single case has been reported during the last two years. 
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From the Officiating Depnty CommiMionor of Tha-jt^mjo, to the Cominiiuoner of 
Fegn,— No. WO, dated TUjetmyo. the lltfa July 1873. 

In reply to joor Judicial Department No. 66 — 6, dated S7tli Jane, I 
bare the honour to report that neither in this dietrict nor in any part of 
it is the crime of poisoning with intent to rob, and associating m gangs 
for the purpose, prevalent, and that no instances of the commisaion of 
that crime are known to have occurred. 



From the Jodicial Oommisoimer of British Bnrms, to the Secretary to the Chief 
ComroiMioiieT of Britieh Banna,— No, 701—46, dated Aansoon, the 16tb July 
1873. 

In reply to the Assistant Secretary's letter No. 715 — 282, Judicial 
(Criminal), dated 25th ultimo, forwarding copy of letter No, 226, dated 
27lh May 1873, with its enclosnre, from the Home Secretary to the 
Government of India, I have the honour to state that, bo far as I am 
aware, systematic poisoning with intent to rob, and associating in gangs 
for that purpose, do not exist in this province. 



Prom the ComouisBioDer of Tenawerim, to th« OffirfalJn^ Seoretary to the Chief 
CammiEuoner <£ Britiah Burma, — No. 116, dated Monlmem, the 30Ui Jmie 1873. 

In reply to your letter No. 714 — 882, Judicial Department (Criminal), 
dated 25th instant, with enclosures, I have the honour to report that the 
crime of poisoning with intent to rob, and of associating in gangs for 
that purpose, is not prevalent in any part of this Division. 



From the Commiwioiier of Arakan, to the Secretary to the Chief Cv.-.., 
British Burma,— No. 3i, dated Ai^ab, the 16th July 1873. 

Rftferring to yonr letter No, 712—282 of the 25th ultimo, I have the 
honour to state, for the Information of the Chief Commissioner of British 
Bnrma, that the crime of poisoning with intent to rob, and of associating 
in gan^ for this purpose, is not prevalent in any part of this Division, 



In reply to the inquiry mentioned in your letter No, 716 — 282 of 
25tli June 1873, regarding the prevalence of the crime o£ poisoning 
with intent to rob, I have the honour to report that I have made special 
inquiry of all the Superintendents of Police in the Province, and their 
replies are distinct ; they state the crime is unknown in British Burma. 

I have examined the criminal reports of the Province from 1861 to 
date, and can only find three cases approaching the crime in question, 
viz., one in which a Mahomedan had lost property and induced a native 
drug-dealer to administer a preparation to discover the thief; a second 
in which two Chinamen to plunder a boat administered drugs; a tiiird 
where a native of India adminbtered poison to obtain possession of the 
daughter of the person poisoned. In all three cas^ conviction followed. 

The use of drugs with intent to rob is, I may safely say, unknown in 
the Province, and as a means to -the commission of crime against property 
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or life is not likely to be resorted to by Burmese, or Any of the indi- 
genous races. Within tbe period — thirteen years, — embraced in the 
inquiry I have made, regarding the crime of administeriDg drugs, only 
twelve cases have occurred, includiDg tbe three quoted, and these 
generally of a petty nature. 



From H. W. Wxlleslet, Esq., Officiating Secretary to tbe Chief Commissioner of 
Cooi^, to A. C. Ltill, Esq., Becretary to the QoTemment of India, Home Depart' 
meut,— No. 301—21 J., dat«d Saogabre, the 14th Aagnst 1873. 

In acknowledging receipt of your letter No. 227, dated 27th May 
1873, I have tbe honour, by direction of tbe Chief Commissioner, to 
state tbftt dui'ing the past five years the cases of poisoning under Sec- 
tion 328 of the Indian Fecal Code reported by the Police were — 
In Coo^ . 1 in 1868. | In Mjaore . 11 in 1870. 

In Mysore . 12 „ 1868. „ . 3 „ 1871. 

. 16 „ 186«. I „ . 6 „ 1872. 

2. As rf^rds Coorg tbe prevalence of this crime does not call for 
aDy change in the esisting law. 

3. Looking, however, to tbe peculiar character of the crime, and the 
fact that it is practised to a serious extent in some parts of India, the 
Chief Commissioner is o£ opinion that it should be treated with excep- 
tional severity, andcont-urs with the Judieiai Commissioner of this Province 
in thinking that, with regard to tbe punisbmeut prescribed by Section 
328 of tbe Penal Code, tbe criminal courts should have it in their power 
to inflict, when ueceseary, sentence of death or transportation tor life 
in cases of poisoning, as proposed by Colonel C. Hervey. 



From J. D. GoBSOS, Esq., Judicial CommiBsiouei' of Coorg. to H. W. Wbllesllt, 
Esq., OfBciating Secretarj to the Chief CocomisMODer of Cooi^. — No. 1026—129, 
dated Baogalore, the Sth August 1873. 

In reply to your letter No. 165 — 15, dated 10th June 1873, I have 

• Ph» h 4 mis tbehononr to forward herewith, for the informalion 

of the Chief Commissioner, an extract* from a 

letter from tbe Superintendent of Coorg, No. 2, dated 26tb July 1ST3. 

2. During the last five years there was in Coorg only one ease of 
poisoning with intent to rob reported in 1 868. 

3. With regard to tbe pnuishment prescribed by Section 328 of the 
Penal Code, I am of opinion that the criminal courts should have it in 
their power to inflict, when necessary, sentenceof death or transportation 
for life in cases of poisoning, in the manner proposed by Colonel C. 
Hervey. 

Eztiact, paracrBiphB 1 and 6, from a letter from tbe Saperintendent of Coorg, — No. 2, 
dated 26th July 1873. 

4. In 1868 the Subadar of the Nanjarapatna Talook brought to 
notice a case in which two travellers had been robbed after being 
poisoDcdi They recovered from the eSects of the poison, but the man 
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who administered it made away with property valued at Be. 80 while 
the men were lyin^ insensible. The oriminal was nut traced. 

5. ITiough Coorg has hitherto been comparatively free from the 
crime of poisoning, it ia, I think, advisable to make the offence punish- 
able with death or trassporbaiioD for life. It is a more heinous offence 
than robbery with violence, and the offenders are more likely to escape. 



From Majok W. Twbbdib, First AsBiatant BeBident at Hrderabad, to A. C. Ltall, 
E»q., Secretary to the GoTerameat of India, Home Deportmeat, — No. 86, dated 
Hyderabad, the 18th September 1873. 

The Resident has the honour, in reply to Mr. Under Secretary Plowden's 
letters mai^inally noted, to submit, for the 
S'ISKflf "S.'"ei.. i»fo™a«o» olHis ErcelkDoy th.Vi»,oy 
and Governor General in Council, the ac- 
companying reports received from the CommiBBionera of East and West 
Berar and fiie Inspector-General of Police, Hyderabad Assigned Districts, 
on the subject of the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, and 
of associating in gangs for that pnrpose. 

2, It will be peroeived from these reports that, as far at least as the 
Hyderabad Assigned Districta are concerned, no grounds are at present 
discoverable such as would indicate the prev^ence of this crime. On the 
contrary, only three cases falling under that head are reported to have 
been recorded since December 1870, the particulars of each of which will 
be found in the report by the Inspector-General of Police, which forms 
an accompaniment to this letter. As regards the punishmcuts awarded 
in those cases, Mr. Saunders is disposed to concur with Major Millett in 
attributing the seemingly mild sentences which were passed in regard to 
them, rather to a lenient view taken by the Judge himself, than to any 
inherent inadequacy on the part of the law itself to cope with offences of 
this nature. 

8. As regards Berar, therefore, there would appear to exist no cir- 
cumstances pointing to the necessity for offences of the class under notice 
being dealt with under any special form of procedure resembling that 
obtaining in the Thuggee and Dacoitee Suppression Department, nor 
does any alteration of the existing taw on the subject appear called for. 



From J. AlXABDYCB, Esq., Officiating CommiBsioner, East Berar, to Muoa W. 
TwBBDiB, First ABBiBtant Keaidentat Hyderabad,— No. 2840, datad Umraoii, the 
Srd September 1873. 

In acknowledging the receipt of your Nos. 366 and filS of the 7th 
June and 8th July 1873, respectively, calling for report on the subject 
of the crime of habitual poisoning wit^ intent to rob, I have the honour 
to state that in this Division the crime in question is not prevalent. 

2. I do not say that a case of this sort never occors, but very lately 
a case of poisoninff with intent to rob was tried by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Umraoti ; it was, however, a solitary and rare case, and the criminal 
was a man belonging to Upper India. 

3, I do not think that any extraordinary or special measures other 
than those already provided by law to meet such cases are required for 
Berar. 
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FiwdMajob jAinsO. BiUiOfflautiiig ObminiBmoiier, Wart Benr, to Hajok W. 
TWEIDO, First AMiitant Bwident at Hjdenbad,— No. 3228, d*t«d Akola, th« 
Sth S^tember 1873. 

With reference to the correepoDdeace reonved with yonr No. 547, 

dated 8th Jnly 1873, I have the honour 

JulLlTZ u^t^^^r^ V ^^*^' H ^^ !°*<'"»''ti«« of the Reai. 

Anfiut 1878. dent, that from toe reports* received from 

^mn Uepoi; CommkiioDer, BdI- District OBScers, which are enclosed, it- 
d^ No. 1989. dated BUt i^guMt ^^ald appear thecrime of habitual poison- 

Fram Aaiiiant Comminioner, ing with intent to rob, and of associating 
BaMiiD, No. 1998,d>tad £8rd An- in gangs for this parpose, cannot be said 
B™* **"■ to be prevalent in this Division of the As- 

signed DistrictSj and I am, therefore, of opinion that the law as it is at 
present is quite sufficient to meet such offences as are alluded to in the 
correspondence under reply. \ 



Ftmd R. BULLOCKi'Eni., Offimating Dspotv Comminioiier, Akota District, to HuoK 
Jahib G. Bxu, OSk- Gommissioner, West Seiu,- No. 1163 C— D., dated AkoU, 
the 2ad August 1873. 

I have the honour, in reply to yonr No. 2642, dated 22nd July 1873, 
to state that the criminal records of this district do not show that the 
crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, and associatiug in gangs 
for this purpose, is prevalent. 

2. As far, therefore, as this district is concerned, there appears no 
reason to introduce especial measures for checking this crime. 



From CiPTAnt B. Hddlbston, Depntj CommiHgioner, Buldana Kstrict, to Muoa 
jAKBiQ.BsLLiOfficiBtiiigCoDimissioDer, West BBrar,— No. 1989, dated Buldana, 
the 21«t AngOBt 1873. 

In reply to yonr No. 2642, dated 22nd July 1 873, regarding the alter- 
ation of the law with regard to offences under the sections mentioned in 
letter No. 228, dated 27th May, from the Under Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, I have the honour to inform yon that I have had inspect- 
ed all the cases of o£Fences under these sections which have occurred during 
the past two years, and find that there were no piofeerional or habitu^ 
offenders concerned in any of them. 

2. Under these circumstances I consider that the law as it stands is 
quite equal to cope with the circumstances alluded to by Colonel Hervey. 



From J. FiTzGxaALD, Esq., ABsiBtant OemmiMioner is ohar^ BaSBim DiBtrict, to 

Uajok Jamxb 6. Bell, Offidating Commisiioner, West Berar,~No. 1998, dated 

Baasim, the 23iA Augoat 1870. 

In reply to your No, 2642, dated 22nd ultimo, I have the honour to 
state as follows. 

2. 1 know of two men who were professional poisoners, and who are 
or were lately one in the Akola Jail and one in the Umraoti Jail. But I 
am not aware that they were members of a gang of professional poisoners. 

8. If any such gangs do exist, they came to Berar from other parte 
of India. 
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4. t do not think that crime of this class need in this district be dealt 
with on the Thuggee system. Ten years and fire is a severe sentence, and 
Boffioieut, in my opinion, to meet the merits of any case I have heaixl of 
in Beran 

From MaIob A. fi. UtLLArr, Inspeotor-General of PcJica, Hyderabad AsBigned Dis- 
tricta, to Ma/ob W. IVsBDiB, first Awutant Essident, Hyderabad,— No. 2201, 
dated Umraoti, the 16tlt Julj 1873. 

I have the honour to forward, for submission, to the Resident, the 
report on the snbject of "habitual poisoning with intent to rob, and of 
associating in gangs for that purpose," which was called for in your 
endorsement No. 3?tl, dated the 7th Jnae 1873. 

2. The printed copy of Colonel Hervey'a letter No. 124 A, dated the 
7th April 1873, to which reference is made in Government of India 
(Home) letter No. 228 of the 27th May 1873, as well as in the endorse- 
ment already alluded to, reached me on the 12th July 1873.. 

8. Both from recollections of my own experience and from recent 
reports received from District SbperiDtendents of Police in answer to 
calls made from this office, 1 am of opinion that the crime of " habitual 
poisoning with intent to rob, and of associating in gangs for that pur' 
pose," is not prevalent in the Hyderabad Assigned Districts, 

4. I propose now to give a brief sketch of each case which occurred 
in Berar since the close of the year 1870, premising that I thought it 
unnecessary to make enquiries which woald take in crimes of a date 
earlier than 1871, because it seemed to me that the records of two and 
a half years would suffice to show whether or not the offence under dis- 
cussion could be called prevalent. 

6. Only three cases of professional poisoning with intent to rob have 
been brought to light since 3Ut December 1870. 

6. The first occurred on the 2nd December 1872 in the Ellichpur 
District. 

In the evening a boy named Gunput, aged seven years, son of a 
Koonbee, resident of the village of Patrote, came to his home in a state 
of delirium and as if drunk. A little later a barber named Eooshna 
came to the house and asked for milk. He was refnsed and was told 
that the ohild was ill. On this he said that the devil must have got 
into the nhild, and that he know a fukeer who could cure the boy. The 
parents allowed Eooshaa to bring the holy man, who recommended lime- 
juice to be given to the sick child. This was done, and the next morn- 
iug the ohild recovered. Kooshna and the fukeer (Unwur Shah) de- 
manded Rs. 25 for having cured the child, but had for the time to 
be satisfied with Rs. 5. When the boy had quite recovered, he 
recounted how Kooshna had given him ^oor to eat just before he 
became senseless. Kooshna and TJuwur Shah were convicted before the 
Deputy Commissioner, and were severally sentenced to five years' rigor- 
ous imprisonment. The conviction and sentence wer^ however, not 
upheld by the Sessions Court. 

Perhaps the case just mentioned might more fitly be regarded as 
poisoning " with intent to cheat," and not " with intent to rob." 

7. In the second and third cases, a Purdesee Chuttree named Buldeo 
administered dhatoora in chutney to men with whom he had fallen in on 
the road, and robbed them when they became insensible. He did the 
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fame thing a little later in the NuTBiu^ur District, was arrested there, 
and, after conviction, sentenced to fire years' rigorous imprisonment. 

On transfer to Umraoti he wae convicted of the offence to which I 
have allnded as the third case, and sentenced to five years' rigorons im- 
prisonment, and when transferred to Akola he was sentenced to three 
years' rigorons imprisonment for the case shown by me ae the second. 

S. There is, I think, reason to believe that instances of partial 
poisoning with intent to cheat, such as that in which Koosfana and 
Unwnr Shah were concerned, may have occurred withont their having 
been brought to the notice of the Police in their true light ; but I doubt 
such cases being at all common. 

9. As regards the adequacy of the punishment provided by law for 
offences of this nature, it seems to me that little good would result from 
increasing the term of imprisonment which the taw allows for this 
offence, unless at the same time it be made obligatory on the Courts to 
give not less than a fixed minimum term of imprisonment, in the same 
manner as is provided for dacoitee, or robbery with attempt to cause death 
or grievous hurt (Section 397, Indian Penal Code), 

10. I recollect a professional poisoner (Shaik Lall) being convicted 
in the Akola District in 1866 or 1867. I think be wae convicted in 
two cases of dhatoora poisoning ont of several simitar cases bronght 
against him, and that he was sentenced to five years' rigorous imprison- 
ment. 

It may be observed that five years' rigorous imprisonment was the 
highest sentence awarded to the clearly professional poisoner Bnldeo— 
(see paragraph 6 of this letter); and I incline, therefore, to think that 
the application of the law, and not the law itself, has been at fault, if it 
be complained that the present state of the law proves insufficient to cope 
with the crime of poisoning. 

11. The District Superintendents of Police report on this queetioa 
to the following purport : — 

Captain Lane (Umraoti) thinks that the law as it stands is 
sufficiently stringent to cope with the crime if administered 
up to its allowed severity. 

Mr. Wright (Buldana), from want of esperience of the parti- 
cular crime in question, has no opinion to offer. 

Mr. Cumherlege (Woon), so far as his knowledge of the crime 
goes with reference to this province, sees nothing to call for 
more stringent enactments. 

Major Jameson (Akola) considers the law as at present existing 
sufficiently severe, provided that the full penalty (ten years' 
rigorous imprisonment and fine) were more frequently infUetod. 

Mr. Christian (Bassim) offers no opinion. 

Mr. Heath (Ellichpnr) does not think it necessary to provide 
additional punishment for the crime mentioned, and states 
that he has never known a Magistrate to sentence a prisoner 
to the full punishment provided under Section S^S, Indian 
Penal Code. 

12. My own impression is that ae in the 897th Section of the Penal 
Code, the minimum sentence for poisoning with intent to rob or to in- 
jure should be seven years' imprisonment, the maximum punishment 
remaining as it now stands. 
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Should it be objected that the change which I woald recommend 
would have the effect of too greatly diminishing: the elasticity of the 
section in its application to offenders of varied degrees of guilt, I ehould 
incline to eaggest the sbsolote retention of the miDimum punishment 
of eeven years' imprisonment, and the moderate extension of the maxi- 
mum sentence. 

13. Speaking for this province alone, I believe that the appHcatiuti 
of the Thuggee system to the crime of habitual poisoning is unnecessary. 



From Colonel C. Hbbvby. QeDcral Snperintendent of OperatioDs for the Suppres- 
aion of Thuggee and Dacoitee, to A. P. Howxll, Esq., Officiating Becretar; t« 
the Government of India, Home DspartmeDt,--No. 918A, dated C^cutta, the 
26tttJime 1874. 

I have from time to time submitted to the notice of Government 
through yourself the prevalence of the crime of thuggee by means of 
poison. 

2. It has also been my duty to urge up(»i the Oovemment of IntHa 
the necessity to adopt some mors strennoas measures for its suppression. 
I have submitted that the danger of its gaining head was in propor- 
tion to the difficulty of detection, aud have pressed for an alteration in 
the'lavr against poisoning by which to secure a greater degree of punish- 
ment, and the expediency of applying the " Approver System," in pro- 
ceedings against the persons in the habit of committing it, and I nave 
awaited the decision of Government on these points. 

3. Sufficient punishment does not follow conviction, and the crime 
continues to be practised throughout British districts without any 
abatement. 

i. The following are two very recent examples of its ocourrence :— 

(1) A company of 21 persons lately come up with opium, had sold 

it, and were returning with the proceeds to their homes. 
Between Gonda and Fyzabad, in Oudh, they alighted at a 
village called Maujee Jainterah, where, on the SOth 
ultimo, a person like afaqueer administered some dhatoorato 
them in their food, of which they one and all partook, and all 
became more or less insensible from doing so. Something 
occurred to scare away the culprit without opportunity to 
rob their persons. ■ All the travellers fortunately recovered. 
They probably only did so from the accident of an under-dose. 
No detection reported. 

(2) Four persons from Oudh entered the garden of a malee at Bai, 

near Delhi, on the forenoon of tho S8th ultimo, and there 
took their food. The malee went away; but on coming 
back at about 3 p.m. he perceived two of the number lying 
senseless upon the ground, the other two not being there. 
He hastened to report the circumstance to the Police 
Injector, on coming back to the spot with whom, both 
were found io ie dead, and their pnrses plundered. ITie 
culprits were traced back two stages from Bai, bat they have 
not been arrested. 
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Memorandnm from T. J. Chich«li Plowpkk, Egq^ Officiating Under Secrriatr to 
the GovemmMt of India, Horoe Deputment, to the LegiBUtive Deparbnent,— 
No. 287, dated Port WilUam, the 26th Angiut 1874. 

In eontinoation ot the endoreement No. 113, dated the 9th Febra- 

ary 1872, the ondersigaed is direct* 

Prom the Oenertl Soperintradjiit of ed to forward a copy of the cor- 

^'SJ^m'SSlTtSSS: re.pond»» noted on the „„gin in 

ber 1873. regard to the crime of poisoning 

To ditto ditto. Bo. 62, dated lOtkJaDn- with intent to rob, and to observe 

"'pSitto ditto. No. ia4A, d«t«d TO. !^**,^°^f'°i^?5'|J''!,*'^Se«ti«i'for 



April 1S7S. 



the amendment of the law on the 



enlar Noi. 219-228, dated 27th Haj gnbject, in view to enhancing the 

1878, .nd *!'""?''«"(.*''' I-*»1G"- punishment now awardable for the 

CmmeDti and AdmiQlitnitioiU. r . i t j i_ -j j ii 

From the Oencral Superintendent of CrimO, SllOala DO GOnStaered On the 

Operationsfor the BappreeHon of Thuggee occaaion of the next revision of the 

and Dacoitee. No. 318. dated 25th Jnne Indian Penal Code. 

1874. 



From T. J. Chichble Plovdeit, Esq., Offimting Under Secretary to the. GoverU' 
ment of India, Home Department, to the Qenetal Snperintendeat, of Operatione 
for ihe Sappreemou of Tha^«e and Dacutee,— No. 288, dated Fort WUfiam, the 
25th Angtut 1874 

With reference to Colonel Hervey'a letter No. 124A, dated the 7th 

• Cironiw No.. 218-228. dated 27tk April 1873, reporting on the prfr. 

H*; 1S73. valence of habitual poisoning intfa 

+ FromtheGoTflrnmentofMadn»,No. intent to rob, and Boeeeating that 

1600, dated 18th Slumber im. j^e crime may be dealt with on the 

From the Government of Bombty, do, m. • i ^i. i 

1886, dated Biit Mureh 1874. Thnggee system, and tlie law on 

From the Goternment of Bengal, No, the subject amended with the view 

'^^ttJSliT,^ N.rth. «f ^tanoing the pnni.hmo.t no. 

WeetCTD Provineei, No. 205, dated 19th awardable in case of conviction, 1 

AnguBt 1873. am directed to forward copy of a 

From the 0<,vt'^<T,<,nt of the Ponjah. circular* issacd by this Department 

No. 3975. dAted 21th October 1878. ., -_,, w-Liuio „Z.A ^F n.^ 

From the Chief CommiMfoner of Ondh, OD the 27th May 1873, and of the 

Ko. 8141, dated 27th Jnne 1873. opinions given by the Local Govem- 

From the Chief CommiMioner of the n,ents and AdminiBtrationst on the 

Srwliy'isi^"" ''"■""^~'''- ^"^ propoBals put forward by Colonel 

From the Chief Commiaeioner of Bntbh Hervey ; and I am to state that 

,Bnrm», No. 1187-282, dated 18th Octo- the Government of India will be 

'"Fro^the Chief CommLidoner of Coory. g'"^ *? ^^ made acquainted with 

No. 801— 2iJ, d«ted 14th Angn»tl873. your viewB On the matter whenever 

From the Remdent at Hyderabad, No. you may feel yOUrself able to faVOUX 

se, d.led 18th September 1873. jj^^^ ^^^^ ^ matured opinion. 

2. Colonel Hervey's letter dated the S5th June last has been re- 
ceived. 

From MaJOB E. B. C. Bbadtobd, General Saperinteodent of 0;[ia«tioiu for the 
Sncpreesioo of Thuggee and Daooitee, to T. J. Chiohsle Plowsbit, Esq., 
Oticiating Under Sectary to the Qovemment of India, Home Department, — 
No. 734. dated Simla, 30th Jnne 1875. 

With reference to your Office letter No. 288, dated 26tb August 
1S74, wherein I was requested to state my views whenever I might feel 
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myself able to form a matare opinion on the enggestion made by Colooel 
Hervey in his letter No. lZ4i\, dated 7th April 1873 (to your address), 
that the criioe of habitual poisoning with intent to rob should be dealt 
with ou the Thuggee system, and the lair amended with a. view of 
enhanciog the punishment now awardable in case of conviction, I have 
the honour in reply to state that I consider the law as it at present 
exists, if I oomprehend it correctly, is not only ample for dealing with 
the crime, but that in it is contained every requirement for which 
Colonel Hervey advocated an amendment thereof. 

2. I will proceed as briefly as possible to explain my reasons for the 
vJe(7 I have here expressed. In Colonel Hervey's letter to which my 
attention is drawn he admits that Section 322 of the new Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code have legalised the Approver System, bul he maintained that 
the law in force did not allow of sufficient punishment being awarded to 
criminals convicted of thuggee by poisoning, — the consequence being 
that good approvers could not be secured. In paragraph 1 of his letter 
he points out that "an accomplice whose evidence it was desirable to 
secure as a Government approver would not, when under a liinited 
sentence of imprisonment only, and the prospect then before him of 
eventual restoration to liberty, give the same unreserved evidence as the 
man who was sentenced to death or transportation for life, with no suoh 
prospect before him. The experience of this Department was that the 
evidence of the former was as a general rule given with reservation. He 
had not much to lose or to be afraid of by withholding his evidence or 
by accusing innocent persons, and he need not therefore much fear the 
detection be was liable to, however sure the process. But the life- 
aentenced approver had everything to lose and be afraid of when detect- 
ed in giving false or partial evidence, which he was generally sure to be, 
— his conditional pardon was revoked, his sentence hitherto held in 
abeyance was carried out, and he thus reverted to the punishment from 
which he had escaped only so long as be chose to speak the truth." 

3. Colonel Hervey proceeds to say that "the existing mofussil law 
against poisoning dui not provide that sentence of extreme or last 
punishment, and that except it should do so these criminals must con- 
tinue to Bourish." He therefore urged again what he had repeatedly 
advocated before, viz., ".to convert Act XXIX of 1850 for the prevention 
of poisoning, the operation of which was confined to the Presidency towns 
only, into a law for all India." 

4. The provisions of the above referred to Act, which I would here 
enpatiant mention has been repealed by Act VIII of 1868, were that 
" whoever shall wilfully and maliciously administer to or cause to be 
taken by any person any poison, or any stupefying or intoxicating drug, 
or any unwholesome thing, with the intent, in any of the cases aforesaid, 
to do any pennanent or temporary bodily harm to snch perran, or with 
intent to commit or abet the commission of any unlawful act, shall be 
liable at the discretion of the Court to be transporte<l to such place as 
the Court shall direct for life or for any term of years, or to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding four years." And under its operation Colonel 
Hervey considered the IJepartnient "would be enabled to obtain 
approvers from whom more reliable evidence might be expected than 
ordinarily was to be elicited from persons not so sentenced;" further,^ 
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the bigher punishnuint wonid have due effect upon the people in the 
habit of committiDg this crime. 

5. ColoDel Herrey then pointed oat that under the exbtiog mofaisil 
^, „ ., . .. , ,. 1*"" the gentence to be awarded to a 

rJ^C^ 828 of the Indm ^^^ convicted of poiaoning ia limited 
to ten years' imprisonment only — a 
sentence which he considered insufficient to deter the many, and also 
one preventing the Approver System being applied to the snppreasion of 
the crime with any prospect of anccess. 

6. It is evident, then, from the above that Colonel Hervey's object 
in making the enggeetion ss to the amendment of the law was to obtain 
sentences of imprisonment for life against those who might be convicted 
of the crime of poisoning, or, as it would be more correctly described, 
"robbery by the means of administering stupefying drugs,'' and that 
thus a more ready way for applying the Approver System to the suppress 
sion of the offence might be opened up. 

7. Now, concediug the question b& to a life sentence being necessary 
to ensure the successful application of the Approver System, it appears to 
me to have been entirely lost sight of in the above representation that a 
life sentence is quite in accordance with the existing law. The offence 
of which the whole of this correspoudeiice treats is, I contend, " roberry," 
— not " theft. " By Sectiou 390 of the Indian Penal Code it is declared 
that "theft" is "robbery" "if in order to the committing of the theft 
or in committing the theft, or in carrying away or in attempting^ 
to carry away property obtained by the theft, the offender for 
that and voluntarily causes or attempts to cause to any person death or 
hurt or wrongful restraint, &c. By Section 319 of the Code, whoever 
causes bodily pain, disease, or infirmity to any person is said to oaose 
hurt. Any hnrt which endangers life or which causes the sufferer to be 
during the space of 20 days in severe bodily pain or unable to follow 
his ordinary pursuits is declared by Section 32U to be grievous. By 
Section 831 whoever does any act with the intention of causing hurt to 
any person, or with the knowledge that he is likely thereby to cause 
hart to any person, &c., " is said " voluntarily to cause hurt. " 

8. There can, I think, be little, if any, doubt that the administering 
of poison with a view to rob the pereon to whom poison is administered, 
whereby, if death does not actually ensue, life is almost always 
endangered and insensibility or violent retehing or vomiting and purging 
generally caused, is within the definition of " voluntarily causing hurt, " 
or even grievous hurt, and such being the case. Section Sdi of the Indian 
Penal Code, not Section 328 (which Colonel Hervey in his letter under 
reference appears to have considered the only one applicable to these 
cases), is that under which alt cases such as this Department has any 
cognisance of, should be committed and tried. 

9. This Section 391 of the Indian Penal Code enacts : " if any 
person in committing or in attempting te commit robbery voluntarily 
causes hart, such person, and any other person jointly concerned in 
committing or in attempting te commit such robbery, shall be punished 
with transportation for life, or with rigorous imprisonment for a term 
whicJi may extend to three years, and shall be liable to fine. " 
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Under the above seotion, then, I deem it every requirement wLicb 
Colonel Hervey considered would be fulfilled by making the now 
repealed Act XXIX of 1850 applicable to the whole of India, is met, 
and I cannot conceive that more is required. 

10. I have no reaeoD to fiuppose that there is any reluctance on the 
part of Judicial officers to convict pereons arrested for this hateful crime 
under the section I have above quoted. On the contrary, within the last 
few months I am aware of several convictions under this section whereby 
life sentences have been awarded ; and in proof that the law as it at 
present exists contains no impediment to the working of the Approver 
System with regard to cases of this nature, I cannot do better than 
quote the case of Buldewa Bhat, whose transfer to this Department as an 
approver on a conditional pardoo was lately sanctioned by His Excel- 
lency in Council, as conveyed in your Office letter No. %SS, daied 4th 
June 1B7S, he having been sentenced to transportation for life under 
Section 394 of the Indian Penal Code. 

11. There is one point further in connection with Colonel Hervey's 
remarks which I should perhaps not pass over : 1 refer to the latter 
part of paragraph 5 of bis letter No. 124A, dated 7th April 1873, 
where he says—" if death has been the result of the poison administered, 
the distinct law for murder is certaioly strong enough for obtainiug a 
sentence of death or of life transportation ; but it is necessary to indict 
the accused on the charge of that specific instance per se, and the 
evidence necessary for obtainiog conviction thereon is generally in- 
sufficient, except on very special occasions. The alternative with us 
is to arraign the aocused on the general charge of his belonging to the 
gang engaged in such practices ; and our procedure is to adduce certain 
but authenticated iuBtances of the crime as part of the proof of the 
charge,-:-not to show that the accused was present in them, but that he 
belonged to the gang by which they were committed. " I cannot 
perceive that the converting of Act XXIX of 1850 would in any degree 
whatever have decreased the amount of evidence necessary to prove the 
complicity of an accused person in any special offence, for by that Act 
he could have been tried only for the special oSenoe ; and I am not 
aware that under the provisions of that Act a person could be tried for 
being jointly concerned in the commission of the unlawful act with a 
view to the commission of which the poison or deleterious^ rug was 
administered — which under Section 394 be most certainly can. 

12. Then aa regards the procedure of the Department "in arraign- 
ing the accused person on the general charge of his belonging to the 
gang, adducing certain well-authenticated instances of the crime as part 
of the proof of that charge, " 1 would remark that this is undoubtedly 
the custom of the Department in its dealings with thugs and dacoits, 
but it has yet to be shown that these dhatoora poisoners are in a similar 
manner connected with each other by equally binding ties. As far as 
we have yet been able to learn, dhatoora poisoners do not work in large 
gangs, but in twos and threes. Tbey are totally unconnected by any 
ties, ot even by any conventional relations, to each other. The procedure 
therefore followed in the case of thugs and dacoits would be scarcely 
applicable in their case. 

This point, however, seems to me Somewhat irrelevant to the present 
matter in hand, as do proposal appears to have been made for any 
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special enactment with a Tiew to dealing with the gangg of these 
persona, if such there be. 

13. I have not thought it necessary to notice Sections 310 and 311 
of the Indian Penal Code specially hearing on thuggee, as they cannot 
be in any way applicable to the crime of *' robbery by the means of 
administering stupefying drugs," for it is well known that the persons 
guilty of this crime have no intention whatever of causing the death 
of their victime, although death frequently ensues. 



From Abthpe Howbll, Esq., Offid»ting Secretary to the Ooverament of India, 

Home Department, to the Gieneral Superintendent of Operations for the Sap- 
preBBion of Thu^ee and Dacoit«e,— No. 217, dated Simla, 22nd Jnlj 1875. 

I am directed to acknowledge your letter No, 734, dated the 30th 
ultimo, and in reply to say that the Government of India accept your 
opinion that the proposed amendment of the existing law with regard 
to the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob is nnnecessary. 
It will of course be open to you to modify yonr views if further es- 
perience should not confirm them, in which case the Government would 
wish to be informed. 



No. 218. 



Copy of correspondence* forwarded to the Legislative Department 
■ Letter to Oeneral BnperinteiMlent, No. 2S8, for information, in continua- 

dat«d 25th Aoguet 1874. tion of Office Memorandum 

Letter from General Snperintendent, No. 734, jr 007 j.j^ OKth Aniriiat 

dated 30th June 1875. to- ' August 

And thia rcplj. 187*. 



h-Weatern Provinces, for the year 1877, by E. T. Hob^bi, Esq., Depnty 

Inspector General of Police, North- Western Provinces. 

19. The number of robberies by poison has risen in 1877 to 47- 
This large number of cases is unprecedented, and may arise, as Govern- 
ment surmises, from more instancea of its perpetration coming to light, 
or may be the result of a spreading crime. I incline on many grounds 
to the latter opinion. The number of robberies by poison in each year 
wnee 1869 will be found in a foot-note. , In a tew instancea non-profes- 
sional crime has crept into the returns in three instances this year, but 
the admixture is not such as to materially affect any deductions derivable 
from the figures. 

The crime is spread over all five divisions, but is only reported from 
14- districts. Of these, Agra, Etah, Moradabad, Saharanpur, Baeti, and 
Ghdzipur, appear most frequently in the returns. 

2U. In Agra a series of startling crimes was brought to light by the 
revelations of Radhaballab, a Brahman of the Muttra District. He and 
some of bis associates (the gang was composed of from 9 to IS men) 
had for years been in the habit of hiring carts in large towns, drugging 
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the cartmao on the journey, leaving him to live or die, and disposing of 
the cart and bullocks. Badhahallab was cleverly apprehended, and in- 
duced to reveal what he knew, by Inspector GaDga Kal. 

In Basti two coneinB were apprehended who had for years plied the 
trade along the Basti and Fyzabad road. Their method of proceeding 
was very simple. They picked up strangers on the road (generally 
women), engaged in conversation with them, did them little friendly 
offices, drew water for them or gave them ffur, and drugged and robbed 
them. AH Husain, Snb-Inspector of Amroha, deserves much credit in 
this case. 

In Moradabad, near the town of Chandausi, the whole neighbourhood 
was terrorised by five of these crimes occurring within a fortnight, and 
all evidently committed by the same man ; four of them were perpe- 
trated almost nnder the very eyes of the Police, while they were enquir- 
ing into the first aise. The ofEender was discovered through an 
informer. It is remarkable that his victims in every case were veritable 
paupers. Among other cases I may mention the capture of Musammat 
Miriam, a professional poisoner, by the PanjAb Police (case No, 2, 
Sahfiranpur). The conviction of Mahfiraj (case No. 3, Sahlranpur), a 
well-known professional poisoner and a Brahman of Nawabganj, in Ondh ; 
the capture of Lachman (case No. 1 5, Agra), who seems to have fol- 
lowed this pursuit far and wide through the North- Western Provinces, 
Central Provinces, and Bengal ; the capture of the kahar in Ghlizipur 
(case No. 29), who in the guise of a fakir had for years praotised [poison- 
ing in Bengal, and seems to have victimised fellow-faMrs only; and 
the capture of the Brahman (case No. 39, Moradabad) whose operations 
extended from Moradabad to Mirzapnr, and who, as a native of Partab- 
garh, in Oudh, probably practised in this, province also, are all matters 
for congratulation. 

21. The same old features of this crime are reproduced year after 
year. We have the poisoner who hires a cart, drugs the cartman, and 
steals the cart ; the poisoner of good address who assumes the role of a 
fellow-traveller, and obtaining the confidence of his new friend drugs 
an4 robs him ; the man who out of pure kindliness draws water for a 
passing thirsty woman and drugs the water; and the men who consort 
with, drug, and rob prostitutes. It is exceedingly difficult to sug^^est any 
method of preventing this offence. It is indigenous to the soil, uid will 
continue so long as credulous fools exist. It is practised solely oi 
almost solely on the leading highways of the province. 

22. It is incredible that the crime shonld be confined to the roads of 
those 14 districts only whence it has been reported this year, or that it 
should be so capricious as to be common on one part of the Grand Trunk 
Road, then skip a district or two, and re-appear in vigour on the same 
toad lower down. I am still of opinion that this crime is very much 
concealed, and such is the prevailing impression aimong officera who 
have had most to do with the crime : and the facts would seem to 
indicate this. When professional poisoners are caught and confess their 
guilt, the record is a series of crimes, extending sometimes over 30 
years — crimes committed with almost absolute impunity and frequently 
unrecorded. As a rule, the amount taken is small, and victims do not 
care to lose their time as well as their money, and so do not report the 
offence at Police stations. Indeed, it not seldom happens that the 
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victims will obstinately deny that any stranger joined and dragged 
them, and cases have to be worked out in the iaee of this dogged oppo- 
sition. Zemindars constituting a pancliarat are only too glad to find 
that a man has died by the visitation of Qod : and such men will at 
times let both poisoner and victim go, and so save themselves trouble. 
The chaukidar will at times take the sufferer off to the bonndaiy of 
another village and leave him there, eo as to get rid of reeponaibUiiy. 
I woold cite in corroboration of these statements cases of this very year : 
special report No. 3 of Sabaranpur, special report No. 21 of Aligarh, special 
report No. 1 of Etah, special report No. 1 of Cawnpore, ^so RadhabalUb's 
oases J special report No. 5, dated ZSrd February 1877, and No. 28, 
dated 27th July 1877, of the Agra districtj Basti cases, special reports 
Nos. 33, 33A, 33B, and 33C; old MuzE^amagar case given in the 
report of professional crime for the first half-year of 1876. To show 
that the crime is concealed, I need not travel beyond the present record. 
The average of the sums abstracted in each case is so small that the 
crime must be frequently practised merely to support life. Now, in over 
30 of the cases on our lists the perpetrator is a professional and a 
different man. If he follows the profession solely and, like most 
poisoners (according to their recorded admisBions), makes his living 
therefrom and from nothing else, then, taking into account the expenses 
of living, one may calculate almost arithmetically how many men have 
been victimised in the year. According to my calculation, our present 
number should be moltiplied by three. 

33. It is commonly assumed that the poisoner, unlike the thug, does 
not kill his victim. Perhaps he deos not intend to kill, but he very 
frequently manages to cause death. In ihe 44 profession^ cases (3 
are non-professional] which occurred, there are no less than 15 deaths, all 
caused directly by diatoora poisoning. How many more have died in 
this way we know not, for dead men tell no tales. And when the 
unwillingness of the victims to reveal the crime has been overcome, the 
difficulties of unravelhng the crime only begin. The poisoner has to 
be arrested, and the prosecutor most be kept under a sort. of qnati' 
surveillance, I^t he should bolt, for he is unsupported by any sense 
of public duty, and merely looks to the loss of his Rs. S or 3 and the 
time which he thinks he is wasting. The Civil Surgeon is unable at 
tunes to say whether the prosecutor has been poisoned or not, and some- 
times he distinctly says not {dhatoora poiBoningjis difficult to determine), 
and it is not till the Chemical Examiner has found poison that tbe 
Courts will act. The Courts of sessions require a great deal^of corrobora- 
tive evidence. Now the most direct way of proving the truth of the 
prosecutor's story is to take him to the different places where he states 
he has been in company with the poisoner, and to confront him and the 
poisoner with the various people who, he says, saw them together on 
their journey — sarai-keepers, baniyas, et hoe genua omne, 

24. But sometimes a Magistrate will not undertake the responsibility 
of making over a man suspected of poisoning to an Inspector to take 
about in ^s way. Yet it is obvious that we cannot summon the whole 
of the sarai-keepers ^ong a st«%tch road of 100 or 150 miles to some 
central place, on the off-chance of their recogniziDg a poisoner. One of 
the best cases of the year fell through, with respect to two accomplices, 
because of a refusal of this qature. The jUagistrate afterwards came 
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over to my views in thia respect, but meantime the case wae lost. And 
when the case ie pat before the Court of seseione, I think an Aesistant 
M^strate should be deputed to ai^ue it. The Judge of Agra and 
Muttra has been most earnest in impresBing this on me, and I quite agree. 
It has more than once happened that the victim who had lost Ra. 20 
perhaps has been bought over by the poisoner and purposely broken 
down before the Court of sessions, and l^is Court is naturally biassed 
against the evidence, which is sometimes that of an accomplice, and the 
corroborative portion of which is made up of an in6nite number of little 
events and circumstances. 1'hese poisoners are nearly always represented 
by Counsel. And besides the Court we have to reckon an the assessors, 
who are singularly averse from bringing in a poisoner guilty. It is 
almost incredible that in the series of poisoning cases which occurred in 
Moradabad, and in at least two of which the accused confessed his guilt 
and where the evidence (corroborative) was overpowering, the ^seseors 
in each and every case gave it as their opinion " that the charges were 
not proved, because there were no eye-witnesses to the food having been 
given." 

26. Another difficulty in dealing with the crime is its solitary nature. 
It is but seldom that there ie a confraternity such as existed in Badha- 
ballab's case, or such as was common when thuggee flourished. As a 
rule, the professional poisoner is his own and sole counsellor and confidant, 
and so you can seldom command the assistance of an approver. He is 
of no peculiar caste, and comes from no special part of the country. There 
are Kachie, Koris, Kayatbs, Ahirs, Thakurs, Brahmins, Hajjams, Telis, 
and Kahars among the convicted, and they come from all parts ; two 
of the very worst and oldest hands from Oudh, a province where I am 
assured the crime is hardly known. 

26. With all these difficulties to surmount, I tittink Police work has 
been fair. 
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I had beet explain that three of these crimes are noti'profesKonal. 
I have beeD obliged to retain them to make mj figures square with 
district retnmfi. The differeooe is immaterial. 

27. Thirteen cases remained undetected at the close of the year, 
chiefly in Agn, Cawnpore, and Bareilly; 16 cases and 28 persons were 
under trial. Of cases disposed of within the year, including those in 
which the charge was the cognate one of receiving property stolen in 
robbery by poison, 14 were convicted and 3 acquitted, or over 82 per 
cent, of conviction. Of persons tried in these cases, 17 were convicted 
and 5 acquitted, or 77 per cent, of convictiuu. Bulking all action as 
abown in the above statement, we obtained 84 per cent conviction in 
cases tried, and 81 per cent, conviction of persons tried therein. 

28. Of these cases tbe following are the most interesting in the 
second half-year : — 

This is another of tbe poisoning cases to which a clue was obtained 
' H 12 A from the confessions of Badhaballab. According 
Kstrict, special ' rej^ *» his account, edx men — Megha Sit, Gaupat Jit, 
No. 28, dated 27tb July Fhula Darzi, Badhaballab Brahman of Kursenda, 
1877. -nka Khatik of Gorai, and Pars Ram Jdt of Marob 

■^went to Agra ; three of them — viz., Phiila, who personated a patwSri, 
Badhaballab his servant, and Megha the family barber — hired a cart to 
go to Muttra. In the evening they were joined by the other three men. 
They drugged and concealed the driver among them ; while Badhaballab 
personated cartman, four of them, when they had got on a bit, took the 
cartman away {be has not since been beard of). At Muttra they got a 
blacksmith to open the look of tbe bullocks' chain. Thence they went 
to Gorai and put up with Sujan and Kursen, relatives of Megha and 
Ganpat ; next morning Budha (a relative of Siijan and Kursen) went 
with them to Marob, where they sold tbe cart and bullocks to one Chita 
for Rs. SO. When tbe H^tbras case became notorious, Ali Khan, 
cbaukidar of Agra, gave in a petition about this case, and said that 
Girdhari Kacbi, Kosbau Gaddi, and Bustam Mewati were present when 
the cart was hired. T^ka denied complicity, but declared he eaw the 
other five accused come to Sujiin's house in December last, and complain 
that they had sold a cart and pair of bullocks to Chita, who had not 
paid them ; that Siijan was displeased and sent them to get the money. 
After the close of the year M^ha was transported for life. In this 
case Radhat^llab was made Queen's evidence, three men were acquitted, 
and Ganpat and Phnla have not yet been arrested. 

Musammat Malliah uid Dhimknar, mother and daughter, were retnm- 

- . , „ ,, , ins from a visit to Agra: near the villafre of 
Serial No. IB, Agn —.P. .... ■ - * j i. ^e" 

DUtrict, apecial re[«)rt Dhimsin they were jomed by a man and woman 
Ko. CI, dated 13th Sep- with two cluldren. They dined with them at 
tambar 1877. Fatebabad, and after proceeding some 8 miles 

on their road became insensible. As soon as they had recovered suffi- 
ciently to give a description of the offenders, the Police were put on the 
alert, and a head-constable met the accused travelling along the high 
road. They were searched and the property recovered ; dhatoora was also 
found. Both confessed. The woman was a Brahman widow and lived 
with Lachman, alias Mohun Mulaha, the other accused; their home is 
Id Lobaru, in the Fatehabad Circle. Prom the woman's statement it 
appeared that Lachman was a professional poisoner, whose operations 
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. ext«nd over a very lar^ area oE country. He was transported for seven. 
years after the year closed. 

It appears that the father of a constable in Basti had come to visit 

Serbd So. 82. Barti ^ «'°: ^^ J"}? "*^ ^Z^" picked Dp a 
Mftricl, ipecUl report oompanion and they became fnendly. Soon after 
Mo. as, dated ssid Hov- the new friend gave the man some y»f and tliey 
embsr 1877. ^te together. The complainant be<ame giddy and 

ill, and was found in a state of insensibility soon after, with his property 
gone. This occurred on the Basti and Fyzabad main road. !nom ibe 
description given of the poisoner by the complainant and by the baniya 
at whose shop the ffur was bought, Sub-Inspector Ali Hassan pursued 
and arrested the poisoner, who turned out te be Ram Parshad, and Ahir 
and cousin of Uathura, a celebrated poisoner, recently arrested in this 
district. After the arrest of these men a lot of other poisoning eases 
against them cropped up. These cases had not been reported. This fact 
will illoatrate the frequent assertion that we Httlc know how many of 
these cases there are. It is also notable that the Civil Surgeon could 
detect no symptoms of poisoning in the complainant in this case. 

In the course of the enquiry in case No. S3, it was ascertained that a 

o^ I « as D--^ woman bad been poisoned and robbed eisrht or ten 

Serial So. 38, Baan i i . m . r i . . i .■ . .• 

Dutiict. ipeciitl report days before. She was sent for, and stated that the 
No. 881, dated 24th Oc- man in arrest (Ram Earsbad) had accosted lier on 
tobor 1SJ7. tiie n>ad, that they kept company for a short time, 

that he gave her gur and ia(tu to eat, that she became insensible, and on 
recovery of her senses found ihai she had lost her noee-ring, value Rs. i. 
This nose-riug was found in the house of Mathura, the cousin of Ram 
Parshad. 

While enquiiy was being prosecuted in case No. 33, it transpired 

Serial Ko. 84. Rnii ^^^^ *"■ *^* previous year, in the month of July, 
District, ipedal report OVLB Mussammat Sidni had been dragged and 
No. 83B, dated 24t)i Oc- robbed. I'be woman was sent for and confronted 
tober 1877. with Ram Parshad, whom she at once identified. 

She stated that while on her way one day to a distant village, she met 
Ram Parshad (whom she did not know] sitting on a bridge on tiie high- 
way. He accosted her, offered to go with her, as she was thirsty gave 
het ffttr and water to drink. She lost consciousness, and on recovery 
found her necklace and nose-ring (value Rs. 12) gone. 

While case No, 33 was being enqnired into, it came out that two 

Serial No. 85, Baaa women had been drugged about May 1876 They 
District, special report wffl« two respectable Brahman women, who were 
No. 33C, dated a4Ui Oc similarly accosted by a stranger who joined tbem 
tober 1877. and drew water for them. They thought the 

water muddy and queer tasting, and complained at the time. Their new 
friend said it was tb« leaves which bad &tllen into the well gave the 
water the queer taste imd c(4out. Tbey lost their senses and were 
robbed of their jewels. They identified M athura as the man who gave 
them the water. 

29. Since writing my last half-yearly report, I have completed my 
roll of undetected poisoners, and have in two cases proved ite extreme 
utility. I am having it translated for ^neral use. My office will aooa 
be set to work on descriptive rolls of poisoners whose term of imprison- 
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ment has expired or is about to expire. I anticipate much benefit from 
this register also. 

30. Having eet forth the difficulties encomitered by the Police, 
perhaps I may be expected to offer a few Bugg^estions to overcome them. 
I have hut few to offer. I think Magistrates might be recommended 
to be sympathetic with the Police in tbeir endeavour to unravel crimes 
of this sort, and that facilities for freely confronting the accused with 
men along the line of road he is said to have travelled, should be freely 
accorded to Police officers. I think that eveiy case of this kind should 
be made over to a special officer in each metrict to watch, try, and if 
necessary plead before a sessions court. I think that descripave rolls 
of suspected poisoners should at once from memory he taken down from 
victims' months the moment such victims have regained sufficient consci- 
onsnees as to be able to give a reasonable account of the crime ; that 
such rolls should at once be sent to the Police Gazette, and above all 
should at once be despatched to me. At present it is only by repeated 
solicitation I can procure these rolls, and much time is lost in getting the 
matter into the Gazette. Now the value of prompt information in cases 
of this sort is so obvious that it is useless to explain it. Of course all 
this is only supplementary of the spread of information on the spot 
and the free use of intercommunication between districts. I also think 
it would be advisable were this office supplied with copies of the Panj&b 
and Bengal and Central Provinces Police' Gazettes. 

81. With regard to prevention of the offence, it is much more difficult 
to offer an opinion. The Police along the leading high roads of the 
province should be constantly on the alert, and both they and the road 
cbaukidars should be made acquainted with the perGonal appearance of all 
fresh poisoners. And I think it would be well were notices of poisoning 
in simple Hindi posted up at sarais and Police stations, such as we have 
at home in railway stations and elsewhere respectiog pickpockets. It is 
a simple and almost childish plan, but 1 cannot but thiilk it would suit 
the people and have its use. In conclusion I beg to recommend Inspec- 
tor Granga Dial, whose services you have placed at my disposal for this 
work, to your favourable notice. 
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cM^ eommilted dnring the year 1877. 
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Poitoniuff. — No. I. — SiaUmeni of profesnonal poUoHins 
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Poiaoning. — No. I. — Statement ofprafetnoml pouoning 
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easet contniiUeS durinff tie year 18^7 — oontiniied. 



POLICB ACTION. 
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PoisouUtg.— No. I.-^Slaiement of profeitional poitoning 
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POLICE 4CTI0M. 
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eaaet committed during the year 1877 — continued. 



POLICE >CIIO>.. 








1 

1 


^^„" 


Pim- 


aa Don. 
TO Sib- 


rinrn o» f Bovini. 




I 


■> 1 




Bntmu. 




1 


1 
1 




Stolen. 






1 


I 


1 


1 




... 




... 








■ 


■ 


sa 

3 11 9 

4 D C 

IS 


Be. A. P. 
10 

4 


Thlec»ehualre*djbeen reported. Itie 
a confnsed aooonnt of a iiuarrel between 
bftiniglB. It ie probable that two of 

were oonrlcCed of the offence ud een- 
tenced to nodeno two ftnd aii rura' 
Imprieoninent. 

An oplnm emngitler nu drugged ud 
robbed bj a young man whom he picked 
ap on the toftd. The drag waa glTCa in 

Thli la one of a aeriee of poUonlng proied 
ftgalnat two AMr conalna, Bam Parabad 

oonalabla going home nude friend, with 
Bim Puthad on the road, ate aome gur 
given him, became tiuneibla, ftnd wH 
robbed on the Baatl ud t^abad road. 

did light good work in tble cau. 

Bere a woman wu the Tletlm of Bftm 

the eama wit on the same road and 

did^t report the crime. 
Another woman Tietimlaed in preelHW the 
™ Bring'u,. SU e«qa£?f and wu n^ 

and transpired in the coone of Ibe 
enqnirj Into eaae No. 33. After the cloee 
ofthoieftT.RamParehad wu aentenced 
to ten jeare', and Muttni to nine Toan' 


... 




1 


... 






* 


B 


M 7 


M 
























Abln gare dragged milk to a whole 
bmilrln order to obtahi the lamllT 
Jewellerj. One of then., a notorion. 
eiU liyer, wu arreated, eonTieted. and 
■enteneed to nadrago lU lean' trana- 
portfttion. On< of 3ie cElHten died tn 
thlicaae. 


















SO 


1 


The old itorj. A cutman falle la with 
■ nun on the read. He ud the woman 
he had engaged to carrj eat aame 

etraoget, who oalli bimeelf a Brahmin. 

robbed. 



Digiiizccb, Google 







Poisoninff. 


~m. I. 


■—StaUmtni of profetiimal 


poUomng 




WrtrteL 


1 


1 

j 

|i 


P»aoia, ■ 


BKULT or 




ol epeeial report. 


I 

■s 

1 


1 
1 

J 
1 


1 


1 


i 
1 


1 


1 

1 

1 


i 

2 

i 


Ciw- 


'X- 


» 


1 


J 


1 


1 


38 


fiinflly ... 
HonddMd ... 

ratto 

DIHo 
Dttto 

mtw 

DlUo 
Budun 


No.in.dat»d ttai 
Dceemlcr U7T. 

Mo. i, dM«dZSrd 
JannVT 1877. 

Mo. IS, dated Mod 

Ma]'lW7. 
No is, datsd and 

Aagow 1877. 

No. 41, dated ZMli 
<MobfHg77. 

I(o.4S,da(«d !£tli 

Ho. **. dated Mth 
October IBTT. 

No. 41, dated Srd 
MOYHDbe. 1877. 

So. 48, dated eth 
Horambei 1B7». 

To»l ... 
a«uroToTii ... 


T 


— 


1 


r 




- 


■■ 


... 


... 








... 




... 








W 
IS 

u 

46 




; 






1 
1 
1 


■". 


1 
1 


... 


... 




a 




M 


« 




s 






7 


> 


> 


... 


... 


47 


"*T 




' 












"■ 












w 


W 


w 


' 


* 




... 


Itt 


B 


u 


' 


' 



Digiiizccb, Google 



187 

eatet committed during the year 1&77 — concluded. 



POLICE ACTIOS. 
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B. T. HOBART, C.a, 
ifcpy. Jw^pr-ffflMA ijf Police, S.-W. P. 
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9. The Lieutonant-GovOTiijor tborou|tfa]y approves Mr. Hoburt's 
efforts to diffuse aa widely as possible all the available infonnatioQ 
regarding profeMional poisooers who are stillat large, and ag>rees with 
him Aat a Temacnlar descripttve-roU of these criminals will prove of 
great assistance by placing travellers and others on their guard. The 
proposed descriptive- rolls of poisoners now in Jail, whose sentences are 
about to expire, will also be raost useful. They should be published in 
the Police Gazette, as should also all eubseguent additions and correc- 
tions. Copies of these rolls should be forwarded to other local Govem- 
ments for ^eir information. 

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissiooer will 
commend to the notice of Mag^trates Mr. Hobart's snggeetion that an 
Assistant Magistrate should be deputed to prosecute poisoning charges 
at sessions courts j and a general circular of instructions for 5ie prose- 
cution and detection of these professional poisoners based on his recommen- 
dations, will be issued to all Magistrates and district Police oflioers of the 
united Provinces, The local Governments of the Fanjab and Bengal, 
and the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, wilt be asked to 
issue the necessary instructions for the supply of ihe Police Gazeika 
asked for by him. 

CircuW fena C. Bobbbtbok, Ebi], Seoretary to tiie Qoverameiit of tite North- 
western Provinces and Oudh, to all Magutrates and Deputy CcmuiUHionen of 
Kstricta and Districts Superintendents of Police, Nortt Western Fvoviiices and 
Oudh,— No. 68A, dated Naini Tal, 30tb Maj 1878. 

It has been brought to the notice of His Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor and Chief Commissioner that there is good reason to conclude 
that (he crime of drugging travellers and others by professional poisoners 
is far more prevalent than there was formerly reaaoa to apprehend. 
"With the object, therefore, of securing tJie more effectual repression of 
such offences, I am directed to circulate the subjoined auggestioui and 
instructions for the guidance of all Magistrates of Districts and Supehn- 
tendents of Police, whose earnest co-operation is requested. 

%. The manner in which this crime is perpetrated is w^ known, 
and renders the detection and conviction of the poisonas an eseeedingly 
difficult duty. As a rule, they travel alone, and carry out tiieir ne&rioti8 
designs without witnesses, by drugging the food or drink of unsaepecUog 
travellers, with whom tliey have managed to strike up a chau^ way- 
side acquaintance. 

3. A descriptive-roll of all known profeBsional poisonen who exe at 
large has been prepared l^ Mr. Hobart, Deputy Inspeetor-Oeneral of 
Police, Korth- Western Provinces, and a similur roll of any ooavidfd 
poisoners whose sentences will shortly expire is also uadw pi^ara- 
tiun. Both these rolls will be published in vernacular ia tlte Police 
Qazetle. 

4. Extracts from these rolls should be posted up (both in the Hindu- 
stani and local Hindi character) at sarais and Police stations for the due 
warning of travellers. The Police and the road chaukidars should be 
accurately informed of the personal appearance of those poisoners whose 
description is therein detailed, and they should be constantly on the alert 
with a view to their detection. 
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6. On the report of aay professional poisoning case, the victim should 
be questioned as to the personal appearance of the poisoner, and his descrip- 
tion of the offender should be carefully recorded at the nearest station. 
Immediate information ehonld also be conveyed to the Police of Sdjoiu- 
ing districts into which the offender may have passed. 

6. Should the description not tally with any of those given in the 
vernacular descriptive -rolls, a copy of the deposition should be forwarded 
by the District Superintendent of Police to the Deputy Inspector-Gen- 
eral, North- Western Provinces, for information. In Oudh cases this 
copy will be traUBmitted through the Deputy Inspector- General for that 
Province. 

7. Wth the object of securing satisfactory corroborative evidence of 
the poisoner's guilt after his arrest, it will sometimes be neeful to send 
the prosecutor iu charge of a Police Inspector to the places along the 
road where he says he has been seen in the poisoner's company, and to 
confront him with any persons, such as sarai -keepers, grain- sellers, &c., 
whom he may point out as having seen them travelling together. In 
this way the great difficulty which is often experienced in procuring 
adequate proof of the poisoner's association with his victim, may be most 
readily overcome. 

8. His Honour is also of opinion that for the efficient prosecution of 
difficult poisoning cases committed to the sessions courts. Magistrates 
of districts should, wherever it is possible, depute one of their assistants 
to condnct the case for the Crown, and should, as far as may be practi- 
cable, conduct the preliminary enquiry themselves. 



CircnUr from C. Bobbbtson', Esq., Secretary to the Qovenuneiit of the North- 
^" ' " " ■ ■ "■ Ih, tJ> all MagietrftteB of DiatrictB, Depntj Commis- 

rintendents ot Police, North- Weotem FroTincee and 
iniTal, 16th June 1878. 
In continuation of Circular No. 5SA, of 30th May 1878, and with 
special reference to the suggestion contained in paragraph 7 thereof, I 
am directed to say that, in His Honour's opinion, it may also be advisable 
to send the poisoner as well as the prosecutor in charge of an Inspector, 
when the District Superintendent of Police has reason to conclude that 
evidence confirmatory of the identity of the accused, and of his associa- 
tion with his victim, may be secured if both are taken together to the 
places where they have been seen in one another's company. 

Should the District Superintendent of Police consider this course to 
be necessary for the purpose of obbuning the required corroborative evi- 
dence, he should apply to the Magistrate of the district for permission to 
have the accused sent with the prosecutor, under the custody of an expe- 
rienced and trustworthy Inspector, to be shown to any persons along the 
road by which they have travelled together, who may be able to recognize 
the two travellers. 



«ntnl l'n^.~No. 8S H.R.*.— 12-0-80.— WO. 
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